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Absences-Students
Please be sure to call Safe Phone (847) 256-3444 to report that your child will be 
absent or arriving late to school.  As a safety precaution, we begin to place calls home as 
early as 9:30 AM if your child is absent and you have not phoned the school.  If you 
child has been sick, please do not send him/her back to school until he/she has been 
fever-free for 24 hours and is feeling healthy enough to participate in all activities, 
including outside recess (in cold weather).

Absences-Parent
If you are going away and leaving your child in the care of someone else, we will need a 
note and/or call to that effect.  We cannot release a student or any academic 
information to someone for which we do not have approval.

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures for Children in Cars 
A.M. Drop off

¥! The front of the school is for QUICK drop off only.  If children need assistance in 
exiting the auto, please park somewhere else and walk your child to the school.  
Drivers must stay in the auto and pull forward as space follows.

¥! Do not double park and do not block through traffic.
¥! Please no cutting in line or exiting the line in advance of cars in front of you.
¥! Please give your goodbye kisses before drop off!

P.M. Pick Up
¥! Autos using the curb-side pickup lane in front of the school may only have 

children enter cars in front of school on the 900 block of Central Ave.  
¥! A new extended queuing lane for autos has been established in the 800 block of 

Central Ave. on the north side of the street using the current parking lane.  This 
queuing zone is now a no parking zone between 2:30-3:30 pm on school days.

¥! There is no child pick up in the queuing lane-traffic must flow and drivers must 
stay in their autos.  Autos picking up at Central may not block the drive-through 
lanes on Central Ave.  They must stay in the queuing lane.

Kindergarten Arrival and Dismissal
¥! Kindergarten parents with children who are not riding the bus should deliver their 

children to the classroom door at 8:55 a.m. for morning Kindergarten or 12:40 for 
afternoon Kindergarten.  Kindergartners should be picked up at the door to their 
child’s classroom (off the Kindergarten playground) at either 11:30 or 3:15.  

¥! Parents in cars may try to access any available parking on 9th Street for the 11:30 
pick-up or the 12:40 drop off only.  Crossing guards are not available at midday 
for lunchtime, morning Kindergarten dismissal, or afternoon Kindergarten arrival.  
Please notify the school office and classroom teacher of any changes to your 
child’s routine for returning home.  Very young children should never walk home 
from school without an adult or older siblings.!! ! !
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Attendance
Consistent attendance is important to your child’s success in school.  Arriving late can put 
added pressure on a child when he comes into the class and feels anxious about 
“catching up.”  Please make every effort to keep your child in school on school days and 
to schedule appointments, private lessons, and vacations for times outside of the school 
day.  A child is considered tardy if he/she is not in class by 8:55 a.m.  Students 
who have excessive tardies will receive a letter home.

Before & After School Child Care
District #39 provides early childcare located in our cafeteria.  The program is run 
separately from Central School.  For more information, contact Mary Ann Esler at the 
Mikaelian Educational Center at 256-2450.  The Wilmette Park District provides after 
school child care activities.  For information about after school programming, contact the 
park district at 256-6100.

Bike Policy
Only 3rd and 4th graders may bring their bikes to school.  Those in 2nd grade may bring 
bikes to school after they participate in bike safety training in May.

Birthdays
Birthday treats may be brought to school and should be kept simple.  Please check with 
the teacher if you are not sure about what is preferred.  We do not celebrate birthdays 
with games, crafts, or clowns, or other types of entertainment that one would expect at 
an out-of-school party.  We try to keep it down to a simple song and treat.  Also, please 
refrain from passing out birthday party invitations at school unless the whole class is 
invited since it causes hurt feelings.  We appreciate your understanding.

Book Banter 
Mrs. Horowitz, staff, and parents meet five times throughout the year to discuss selected 
books on mutual topics of interest. A children’s literature night is included, and 4th 
graders are invited to join with the adults for an insightful discussion.

Bus Transportation
Bus transportation is arranged through the Transportation Office at the MEC 
(847-256-2450).  Only children who are signed up for bus service may ride the bus.  
Children who are not regular bus riders may not accompany friends who are registered 
riders.  Switching buses to ride home with friends is only permitted in emergency 
situations with communication to the school from both families. (The office will issue a 
special emergency pass in these cases.)
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Class Placements
There are many factors to be considered when we create class lists.  We do a very 
comprehensive job in considering all of the elements that are a part of the student 
placement process.  Parents do have the option of completing a Student Placement 
Parent Input Form. Please be cautious about making positive or negative requests for 
teachers by name unless your family has had direct experience with that individual, 
as each family’s experience with a particular staff member is unique.  We work very 
diligently to ensure the most appropriate placement for every student.

Club Central
The PTA offers a variety of fun and educational after-school enrichment activities 
for students in grades 1-4.  Clubs are offered for fall, winter and spring sessions.   
Registration information will be sent home with students and should be returned to 
the Club Central box in the school office.  If enrollment exceeds space, a lottery 
will be held giving priority to 4th grade students.

Concerns
When classroom concerns arise, an important first step is contacting your child’s 
teacher. If parents and the teacher need assistance resolving the issue, the next 
step would be to contact the principal, assistant principal, or special education 
coordinator.  We are happy to communicate with you by phone, email, or by 
appointments. Our staff and administrators always strive to address your concerns in 
a timely fashion.  Please allow 24 hours for a return call. 

Deliveries to Students
We discourage parents from bringing items to school to be delivered to students.  If 
it is necessary to bring an item, please drop it off in the school office and the 
secretaries will make arrangements to have it brought to the child during a free 
period or lunch.  Instructional time will not be disrupted for deliveries.

Disability Awareness
Central promotes the understanding and inclusion of all abilities within the school 
community.  We value the differences in ourselves and in others that make us unique 
and special.  Disability awareness is a yearlong effort to promote respect, 
understanding, responsibility, cooperation, tolerance, appreciation and self-advocacy.  

Dog Reminder
We love dogs, but not on school property!  Please note that dogs are prohibited 
from being on school property by village ordinance.  This includes all walkways, 
driveways, blacktop, playgrounds, and green areas.
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Field Trips  
The PTA pays for the field trips Central students take.  You will be notified in advance 
of all field trip information.  Permission is given on the online registration so that a 
student may attend. If a child needs medication on a field trip, the nurse needs to be 
contacted prior to the trip.  The administration may place restrictions upon field trip 
participation when it is not in the best interest of the child to participate.  Field trip 
days are not to be used as an optional attendance or vacation day.

First Class Central
Central School has a commitment to maintain a safe, bully-free, respectful community 
for all of our students.  First Class Central is part of our continued effort to foster a 
school community that facilitates the social and emotional growth of children. 
Strategies from programs such as Rough Spot Training and Peaceful Playground are 
incorporated to help build this positive school climate. Monthly assemblies are also 
designed to foster and celebrate our First Class students!

First Class Pledge: 
We treat each other with dignity and respect. 
We use appropriate language.
We keep our school neat and clean. 
We solve problems creatively.

Homework
Homework is an integral part of the learning process in District 39 schools. 
Assignments should be given as a continuation and reinforcement of classroom work.  
Home study can develop broader knowledge, good work habits, and a sense of 
responsibility, which will benefit students throughout their entire lives.  The emphasis 
should be on quality rather than quantity. If you find that homework is taking an 
inordinate amount of time, please contact the teacher right away.  General daily limits 
for homework average about ten minutes per grade level beginning in kindergarten.

Lunch
The lunch period runs from 11:30 p.m. to 1:05 p.m. each day.  Monthly menus are 
included in the monthly Central Scoop.  A full lunch costs $2.90 each day.  Central 
uses a computerized debit system.  Students are able to purchase ala carte items, 
milk, or a full lunch.  Account deposits and questions should be directed to the 
secretary in the office.  Please deposit money in the form of a credit card online, 
check or cash with the school secretary.
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Make Up Work
If your child has been absent, the teacher will provide for make up work.  The teacher 
will not be providing make up work in advance for family vacations or other reasons.  
You may request make up work after your child has been sick for at least on day.  
Requests for these home assignments need to be made before school starts so that the 
teacher has time to prepare the materials. 

Medication
It is against the school rules for students to carry any type of over-the-counter or 
prescription medication with them or to keep in their lockers.  A “Permission to 
Administer Medication” form must be signed by the parent/guardian and doctor and 
kept on file with the nurse.  If your child needs to carry an Epi-pen or inhaler, the 
nurse requires your written permission and a doctor’s signed note of authorization.

One Book, One Central
The goal of One Book, One Central is to build school community through the reading 
and writing experiences based on one book each year.  Each class will read the 
selected book that supports First Class Central characteristics and incorporate the 
book’s theme into reading and writing projects. Through these experiences, students 
foster reading and writing skills while making connections with current events.

Parent Involvement
Parents are encouraged and invited to be a part of their child’s overall educational 
program.  We offer a variety of ways for parents to take part in Central School and 
the time commitment can be as much or as little as will fit your schedule.  For 
example, parents may be involved in PTA, the School Improvement Committee, the 
Disability Awareness Committee, the district Community Review Committee, 
Curriculum Night, Open House, Parent/Teacher Conferences, and parents may also 
individually sign up to volunteer in the classroom.  

Parties
 The Central School PTA sponsors classroom parties for Halloween, Valentine’s Day, and 
at holiday time before winter break.  PTA room parents plan party events with the 
classroom teacher.  In addition, children participate in an annual Halloween Parade 
through the neighborhood (weather permitting).  These festivities are optional; we are 
happy to provide alternate activities if you so desire.
.
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Physical Education
PE is a required class and will be excused only by written request from a physician or 
a parental note for up to 3 days.  Age appropriate activities are selected so that 
students are participating within the limits of skill, age, and grade level.  Rules and 
procedures to promote safety will be taught and reinforced.
! !

PTA
Central School is fortunate enough to have excellent participation in the PTA.  We 
hope you will take advantage of the PTA and become involved.  The PTA pays for 
assemblies and field trips.  They put together Book Fairs, Picture Days, The Central 
Scoop, Club Central and MUCH MORE!  PTA has an extensive volunteer program and 
there is always a way for you to become involved.  Meetings are usually held on the 
third Wednesday of the month.  The PTA will publish a specific schedule of meetings.

Recess
Students are expected to go the recess unless it is raining or severely cold.  The 
school makes that determination.  Unless we have a note from a physician, we do not 
keep children in from recess.  During the winter months and during other times we 
may have inclement weather, please send your child to school and appropriate 
clothing.  Boots and snow pants are required to play in the snow during the winter.

Related/Fine Arts Classes
Central School students attend the following related/fine arts classes in grade 1-4:

¥!

Art (once weekly for 60 minutes)
¥! Music (twice weekly for 30 minutes each)
¥! Physical Education (PE) (daily for 20 minutes)
¥! Spanish (daily for 20 minutes)
¥! Technology (once weekly for 30 minutes)
¥! Library (once weekly for 30 minutes)

Kindergarten students attend the following related/fine arts classes:
¥! PE (once weekly for 20 minutes)
¥! Music (once weekly for 30 minutes)
¥! Library (once weekly for 30 minutes)
¥! Spanish (twice weekly for 20 minutes each)

The Library Media Specialist and Technology teacher also maintain flexible schedules 
to accommodate class projects.  Each of these classes—with the exception of Spanish—
are included in the Illinois State Standards for instruction. These classes are an 
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Rough Spot Training
We provide Rough Spot training to teachers and students so that they are better 
able to deal with potential issues that may occur.  Rough Spot training helps 
children of all ages to recognize challenging situations and to identify coping 
strategies.  A “rough spot” is anything that someone finds unpleasant, 
uncomfortable, difficult, or unfair.  This program teaches the relationship between 
self-talk, emotional arousal, and making positive behavioral choices.  Children learn 
these strategies in the classroom and the skills are reinforced school-wide.

Safety and Security
It is our practice to conduct regular safety drill for students in the areas of fire, 
severe weather, and intruders.  We also have detailed crisis contingency plans in 
the areas of: evacuation, lockdown, sniper/shooting/hostage, weapon alert, bomb 
threats, abduction, injury, hazardous materials leaks, field trip and bus 
emergencies, AED procedures, and bio-terrorism preparedness.

School Day
Class begins at 8:55 a.m. and goes to 3:15 p.m.  All students will wait in the 
outside until the 8:50 a.m. bell unless the temperature or wind chill is 10 degrees 
or lower.  They will be dismissed to class from there.  There will not be early 
entrance to the classrooms unless a teacher has approved it. 

Lunch will run from 11:30 p.m. to 1:05 p.m.  The Kindergarten a.m. class begins at 
8:55 a.m. and ends at 11:30 a.m.  The p.m. Kindergarten class begins at 12:40 p.m. 
and ends at 3:15 p.m.

Spirit Wear
Each Friday, Central staff and students enjoy wearing red and white clothing in a 
show of school spirit.  Central School spirit-wear is available for purchase through 
our PTA.  Additionally, the Student Council plans theme weeks for staff and 
student participation throughout the year. 

Student Assistance
District 39 student enjoy participation in optional fee-based school activities 
regardless of the fees.  Assistance may be available for families experiencing 
financial difficulties.  Please contact Mrs. Horowitz if you require assistance. All 
calls are kept confidential. 
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Student Emergencies
Parents/guardians must supply emergency contact information. If there is a 
change in this information, please let us know ASAP by contacting our office or 
making the changes online.
Telephone
We do not allow students to use the telephone for the purpose of making play 
date arrangements.  All arrangements must be in place prior to the start of the 
day.

Transportation
District #39 provides bussing for students for a fee.  Questions or concerns 
about bussing fees, bus stops, traffic concerns, etc. should be directed to the 
Transportation Director, Mrs. Barb Bocage, at 256-2450.  Students must ride 
their assigned busses home, and non-bus riders may not use the bus for 
purposes of attending a play date.

Valuable Items
Please do not allow your child to bring valuable items or toys to school.  The 
school cannot be responsible for the safety of such items.  Trading cards of any 
kind are prohibited, as are electronic devices.  We do not allow students to bring 
them on the bus or store them in their backpacks, either.

Visitors
The safety of your children is of vital concern at Central, and one in which 
home-school communication and cooperation is essential.  Regardless of how often 
you are in the building, please sign in at the front office and wear a nametag 
while in the building.  Our staff has been instructed to redirect any of our 
visitors or volunteers back to the office if our sign-in procedures were neglected.  
Especially important, please sign in at the office before visiting children on the 
playground during the school day, including recess times.  Please support this 
important protective measure.

Website Resources
Central’s website offers a multitude of resources for parents and students.  The 
site includes information about district, school, and classroom activities, the PTA 
and volunteer opportunities, math links and much, much more. Find answers to 
many of your questions when you take advantage of all our website has to offer 
at www.wilmette39.org/central.  
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2009

August 24 Monday Opening Professional Development Day
25 Tuesday Teacher Institute Day
26 Wednesday "Meet and Greet" Day
27 Thursday Early release for K-4 (Full day for 5-8)

September 7 Monday NO SCHOOL - Labor Day
28 Monday NO SCHOOL - Yom Kippur

October 12 Monday NO SCHOOL - Prof. Dev. Day (Columbus Day)
30 Friday SIP - Early release for students

November 11 Wednesday School in Session (Veterans Day)
12 Thursday NO SCHOOL/Parent/Teacher Conferences
13 Friday NO SCHOOL/Parent/Teacher Conferences
23 Monday NO SCHOOL - Professional Development Day

24 - 27 Tues through Fri NO SCHOOL - Thanksgiving Break

December 21 Monday NO SCHOOL - Winter Recess begins

2010

January 4 Monday School resumes after Winter Recess
18 Monday NO SCHOOL - Martin Luther King Day
29 Friday SIP - Early release for students

February 15 Monday NO SCHOOL - Presidents' Day
16 Tuesday NO SCHOOL - Professional Development Day

March 26 Friday SIP - Early release for students
29 Monday NO SCHOOL - Spring Break begins

April 5 Monday School resumes after Spring Break
15 Thursday K-4 Early release (Parent/Teacher Conf.)
16 Friday NO SCHOOL - Professional Development Day

        K-4 Parent/Teacher Conferences

May 31 Monday NO SCHOOL - Memorial Day

June 9 Wednesday Last day of school for students
         (if no snow days used)

Waivers from the State of Illinois have been granted for all holidays.
Presidents' Day has been deemed a holiday.

WILMETTE PUBLIC SCHOOLS DISTRICT #39
Wilmette, Illinois

2009-2010 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 


