
Re: D39 Parent: Follow the Science and Unmask Students Outdoors  

 
Amy Poehling <poehlinga@wilmette39.org> Tue, Jun 1, 2021 at 3:48 PM 
To: Kristin Neuckranz Alcala <kneuckranz@gmail.com> 
Cc: Kari Cremascoli <cremasck@wilmette39.org> 

Thank you so much for your advocacy, Kristin! We, like you, celebrate the low community spread 
and how hard our community has worked to keep everyone safe these past 15 months. As you may 
know, we have been following the guidance of our local regulatory bodies throughout the pandemic, 
and at this time they are still recommending masks for students in school. The board has been 
committed to following the recommendations from IDPH and ISBE. As we plan for next year, we will 
certainly be watching for any changes in this area and are hopeful these adjustments might include 
further modifications to the masking and social distancing guidelines. 
 
My best, 
 
Amy Poehling 
President D39 Board of Education 
 
 
On Jun 1, 2021, at 12:03 PM, Kristin Neuckranz Alcala <kneuckranz@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
To District 39 Board of Directors: 
 
I am writing to request District 39 to revisit the current mask mandate and strict social distancing 
requirements for students while playing outside (PE, recess, etc.) in light of low community spread 
and the updated CDC guidelines from last week (5.28.2021) which states: 
 

• Outdoors. In general, people do not need to wear masks when 

outdoors. However, particularly in areas of substantial to high 

transmission, people who are not fully vaccinated are encouraged to 

wear a mask in crowded outdoor settings or during activities that 

involve sustained close contact with other people who are not fully 

vaccinated. 

LINK: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-
camps.html  
 
Our community and children have remained vigilant and put in a lot of hard work to stay safe during 
the past 15 months. With our most vulnerable protected by access to three vaccines. I would love 
for the D39 community to be leaders and embrace the freedom of the great outdoors without the 
requirement of unregulated cloth coverings on our children’s noses and mouths. 
 
While I’m sure you all have been tracking this discussion I’ve included some of the latest 
conversations -backed up by data - on this topic from qualified individuals and accredited 
organizations, which illustrates the low risk for transmission outdoors and among children. 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/05/26/its-time-children-finally-get-back-normal-life/ 
 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/05/kids-masks-outdoors-cdc/618856/ 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/26/briefing/CDC-outdoor-covid-risks-guidelines.html 
 
Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. 
 
Fondly, 
Kristin Alcala 
 
Wilmette parent of three 
--  

Kristin Neuckranz Alcala 

847-630-8479 
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From: Amy Poehling <poehlinga@wilmette39.org> 

Subject: Re: Response Requested: Masks Optional Outdoors in D39 

Date: June 8, 2021 at 2:39:49 PM CDT 

To: Kristin Neuckranz Alcala <kneuckranz@gmail.com> 

Cc: Becky Littmann <littmanr@wilmette39.org>, Kari Cremascoli 

<cremasck@wilmette39.org> 

 
Dear Kristin, 
 
Kari and Becky have explained the district's response to this updated guidance, but I 
wanted to reply to let you know that the board appreciates your advocacy and is also 
happy to see these updates. As the regulatory bodies have adjusted their guidance so 
often throughout the year, it is important that we take the appropriate time to understand 
the changes and communicate to our staff the changes so that we can implement them 
appropriately and with consistency. To do this well takes a little time. Thank you for your 
understanding! 
 
My best, 
 
Amy Poehling 
 
 
On Jun 8, 2021, at 11:00 AM, Kari Cremascoli <cremasck@wilmette39.org> wrote: 
 
Hi Kristin and Becky, 
 
I echo both of your enthusiasm for the progress that is being realized and the updates that will be 
possible to our practices. Becky has well-summarized our approach to reviewing and incorporating 
these new adjustments, and we are eager to do so. Thank you again for your ongoing support and 
partnership. 
 
Your partner in education, 
 
Kari Cremascoli, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools  
Wilmette Public Schools District 39 
www.wilmette39.org ~ 847.512.6030 
 

 
<Kari-Cremascoli-2.png> 
 
 
On Jun 8, 2021, at 9:29 AM, Rebecca Littmann <littmanr@wilmette39.org> wrote: 
 
Hi Kristin, 
 
Thank you for reaching out. And yes, we are also happy to see that updates are being released.  As you 
noted, the New IDPH guidance was just released yesterday. The CCDPH, and then we, need to do some 
review of these updates to incorporate the new adjustments into our practices. This will take some time; 
however, we are excited that our community and our state continue to make good and sustainable 
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progress with regard to community spread metrics such that these adjustment are possible. Because this 
review will take some time, we do not anticipate major changes to our practices over the next three days. 
However, we will be reviewing these adjustments, as well as the related adjustments in recommendation 
that are made by the CCDPH, to incorporate these changes into our practices. We are eager to 
incorporate changes to our practices in time for summer school and beyond. 
 

 
We appreciate your support, feedback and partnership! 
Warmly, 
Becky 
 
 
 
On Jun 7, 2021, at 9:41 PM, Kristin Neuckranz Alcala <kneuckranz@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
Kari and Becky: 
 
I was thrilled to see ISBE/IDPH updated guidance today stating children and teachers can now 
remove masks outdoors at school. I expect D39 will follow suit and allow our students and staff the 
option to forgo masks outdoors for the last 2-3 days of school. It’s truly incredible how far we’ve 
come since the beginning of the school year.  
 
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-School-FAQs.pdf 
 
Will an email be going out to parents to communicate updated recommendations? 
 
Thanks, 
Kristin Alcala 
 
 
On Tue, Jun 1, 2021 at 12:15 PM Kristin Neuckranz Alcala <kneuckranz@gmail.com> wrote: 
Dear Dr. Cremascoli and Ms. Littmann, 
 
I am writing to request that District 39 and Central school revisit the current mask mandate and strict 
social distancing requirements for students while playing outside (PE, recess, etc.) in light of low 
community spread and the updated CDC guidelines from last week (5.28.2021) which states: 
 

• Outdoors. In general, people do not need to wear masks when 

outdoors.However, particularly in areas of substantial to high transmission, 

people who are not fully vaccinated are encouraged to wear a mask in 

crowded outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close 

contact with other people who are not fully vaccinated. 

LINK: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/summer-
camps.html  
 
Our community and children have remained vigilant and put in a lot of hard work to stay safe during 
the past 15 months. With our most vulnerable protected by access to three vaccines. I would love for 
the D39 community to be leaders and embrace the freedom of the great outdoors without the 
requirement of unregulated cloth coverings on our children’s noses and mouths. 
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While I’m sure you all have been tracking this discussion I’ve included some of the latest 
conversations -backed up by data - on this topic from qualified individuals and accredited 
organizations, which illustrates the low risk for transmission outdoors and among children. 
 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/05/26/its-time-children-finally-get-back-normal-life/ 
 
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2021/05/kids-masks-outdoors-cdc/618856/ 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/26/briefing/CDC-outdoor-covid-risks-guidelines.html 
 
Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration. 
 
Fondly, 
Kristin Alcala 
 
Wilmette parent of three 
--  

Kristin Neuckranz Alcala 

847-630-8479 
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From: Amy Poehling <poehlinga@wilmette39.org> 

Subject: Re: Romona update 

Date: June 8, 2021 at 12:24:48 PM CDT 

To: kroppm@wilmette39.org 

Cc: Kari Cremascoli <cremasck@wilmette39.org> 

 

Dear Mary Rita, 

 

Thank you for writing to share your concerns. These hot days are so hard. As a teacher, I have worked in 

schools that did not have air conditioning and I truly understand how uncomfortable it is and how hard it 

makes it to teach and learn. As a board we are doing our best with our resources to prioritize the needs of 

our many buildings. Unfortunately, the process of providing air conditioning districtwide within our older 

buildings that were not originally designed for AC or summer educational programming is more extensive 

and complicated than one might think.  Nonetheless, as a Board we have been talking extensively about 

air conditioning and will continue to do so. In fact, our most recent facilities discussion just yesterday at 

our Board’s Committee of the Whole Meeting included discussion of this topic.  Please know that we hear 

your concerns and will continue to carefully consider options amid the myriad ongoing maintenance 

needs of our buildings.  

 

My best, 

 

Amy Poehling 

  

 

 

 

From: kroppm@wilmette39.org 

Subject: Romona update 

Date: June 8, 2021 at 10:19:32 AM CDT 

To: hartan@wilmette39.org, panzicaf@wilmette39.org, stonee@wilmette39.org, cesaretj@wilmette39.org, poehl

inga@wilmette39.org, fabesl@wilmette39.org, kimb@wilmette39.org 

Cc: Kari Cremascoli <cremasck@wilmette39.org>, Cindy Anderson <Andersoc@wilmette39.org> 

 

Good morning, 

I didn’t see anyone in the building yet today, so I thought I would send an update on the temps in the 

classrooms at Romona.  

Enjoy your air conditioned offices and homes! 

Sincerely, 

Mary Rita 

--  

*This notice serves as a reminder that any communication sent or received  

by Wilmette Public School District 39 may be considered a public record  

subject to inspection under the Illinois Freedom of Information Act.* 
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On Jun 7, 2021, at 1:23 PM, kroppm@wilmette39.org wrote: 

 

Dear Board Members, Kari and Cindy,  

 

As the building paraprofessional at Romona, this morning at 10 am I delivered yearbooks to classroom 

teachers. As you know, it is a cloudy, humid day; the temperature outside this morning was in the 70s.  

 

Inside our building, however, it is unbearable. I took the following pictures in four classrooms upstairs and 

one downstairs.  

 

I invite you to come to Romona tomorrow and experience the atmosphere for yourselves. I challenge you 

to spend a whole morning, afternoon or even an entire school day in one of these rooms. I challenge you 

to try and get a day's work done.  

 

As a taxpayer, parent of three former D39 students and a current employee, I am disgusted by the 

continual avoidance of this issue by consecutive Boards and administrations.  

 

And as you consider spending decisions in future, please don’t claim any experience or knowledge on 

thus issue until you have spent a day upstairs at Romona in June.  

Sincerely,  

Mary Rita Kropp 

,            
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