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DEPARTMENT OF STUDENT AND SPECIAL SERVICES 
Wilmette Public Schools 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
INFORMATION ITEM 
 
Date: June 17, 2018 
 
To:  Raymond E. Lechner, Ph.D. 
  Superintendent of Schools 
 
From: Romy DeCristofaro, Ph.D. 
  Administrator for Student Services 
 
Subject:  2018-2019 Annual Bullying Report  
 
     
BACKGROUND 
The State of Illinois passed public acts to address bullying in schools. The two 
most recent ones, Public Act 98-0669 and Public Act 98-0801, further defined 
bullying, to include cyber bullying, and provided specific guidelines on how 
districts must respond to reports of bullying. An outcome of the laws was the 
revision of BOE policy 7:180 and the establishment of the Parent-Teacher 
Behavior Advisory Committee. The policy also stipulates ongoing monitoring to 
include collecting and analyzing data on the frequency, type of bullying, 
interventions, and location where the bullying occurred. An annual analysis of 
bullying incidents is to be presented to the Board.  
 
Definition 
Policy 7:180 definition of bullying includes cyber-bullying and is defined as 
“any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including 
communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward, or intended 
to specifically target a student.” In order for an interaction to be considered 
bullying, it must impact the student in one or more of the following ways: 

1. Cause a reasonable fear of harm to person or property. 
2. Has a detrimental effect on the student’s physical or mental health. 
3. Substantially interferes with the student’s academic performance. 
4. Substantially interferes with the student’s ability to participate school, 

services, or activities. 
 
Bullying is not: 

1. Mutual conflict – a disagreement that is not an imbalance of power. 
2. Single episode act. 
3. Social rejection or dislike if not repeated. 
4. Random act of aggression or intimidation.  
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PROACTIVE MEASURES 
District 39 uses the Second Step Curriculum to teach fundamental social 
skills, coping strategies, develop interpersonal relation skills, and problem-
solving skills. This curriculum is currently being delivered starting in our Early 
Childhood program through eighth grade. Second Step also has a supplemental 
unit specifically on bullying that is instructed in grades K-4. In addition, 
buildings continue to reinforce a culture of being “upstanders” through 
assemblies, skits, videos, and classroom discussions.  
 
Highcrest Middle School and Wilmette Junior High continue to implement 
accountability systems to encourage students to make a report when they 
witness something that might be considered bullying. School-wide behavior 
teams at HMS and WJHS met throughout the year to evaluate progress toward 
school climate expectations and the efficacy of student accountability systems.  
 
BULLYING ANALYSIS 
This school year there were 17 separate reports of bullying across our six 
schools, which is an increase from last year. Every report of bullying was 
investigated and of the 17 reports of bullying, there were 5 founded cases. 
During the 2017-18 school year, there were a total of four reports of bullying 
and two of these reports resulted in founded cases. The increase in bullying 
reports and subsequent founded cases this school year may likely be attributed 
to recent efforts in improving our reporting procedures. Details of the number 
of reports of bullying by school and their outcomes are outlined for the past 
two school years in the table below. 
 

Bullying Reports 
 
 2017-18 2018-19 
 Reports Outcomes Reports Outcomes 

Central 1 0 Founded 0 N/A 
Harper 0 N/A 0 N/A 

McKenzie 1 1 Founded 2 1 Founded 
Romona 0 N/A 4 0 Founded 

HMS 1 0 Founded 2 0 Founded 
WJHS 1 1 Founded 9 4 Founded 
Total 4 2 Founded 17 5 Founded 

 
 
This year, four of the founded cases involved WJHS students and one case 
involved an elementary student. Two of the bullying cases involved cyber-
bullying that occurred through Snap Chat and YouTube outside of school. 
Three of the cases involved unexpected interactions and harassment that 
occurred in unstructured settings at school, i.e. locker room, restrooms, 
lunch/recess and hallways.  
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In each case where bullying was founded, parents and students were brought 
into the process to engage in restorative and educational conversations.  
Additionally, measures were taken to protect the targets from future incidences 
of bullying in order to support a safe learning environment at school.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
Most unexpected interactions between students are social conflict. District 39 
provides direct instruction on social skills, empathy, problem-solving, and 
conflict resolution to support the emotional growth of students. Schools have 
ongoing dialog, means to report bullying, and a thorough investigation process 
to determine if a situation is bullying or social conflict. Restorative practices 
are instituted as a means to support meaningful consequences and to repair 
relationship among those who were harmed.  
 
 
 
Recommended for presentation by the Board of Education, 
 
 
 
 
Raymond E. Lechner, Ph.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
 


