
Hello  Ms.  Hart,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  ----------  
From:  betsy  Hart  <bc.hart@icloud.com>  
Date:  Tue,  Oct  24,  2017  at  7:53  AM  
Subject:  Tax  levy  and  bullying  
To:  steenm@wilmette39.org,  panzicaf@wilmette39.org,  schaffa@wilmette39.org,  
kearneyt@wilmette39.org,  cesaretj@wilmette39.org,  fabesl@wilmette39.org,  
sternwee@wilmette39.org  
  
  
To  the  School  Board  of  District  39:  
  
Again,  thank  you    all  so  much  for  your  service:  
  
I  would  like  to  make  clear  my  opposition  to  D39  schools  raising  the  levy  (and  our  
property  taxes)  again  this  year.  
  
I  do  not  believe  that  D39  has  a  "right"  to  expect  millions  of  additional  dollars,  year  after  
year,  from  the  Wilmette  taxpayer  simply  because  you  are  allowed  to  collect  it.  Rather,  I  
believe  that  you  should  make  your  case  for  this  action.    So  I  am  asking  that  you:  
  
-  Make  the  case  for  the  increase  in  terms  of  the  improved  student  outcomes  you  expect  
to  see  as  a  direct  result,  and  the  metric  you  will  use  to  measure  these  outcomes.  If  your  
answer  refers  to  the  funding  of  new  programs,  please  explain  how  these  programs  will  
directly  improve  student  outcomes,  and  what  metric  you  will  use  to  measure  them.    
  
-  Conversely,  please  make  the  case  for  what  specific  need  or  needs  will  NOT  be  met  if  
the  levy  were  not  increased  this  year?  
  
  
  
  
  



  
Second,  I  am  concerned  students  who  express  a  conservative  political  philosophy,  
across  all  three  surveys  you  administered  on  these  issues    -  parents,  teachers,  students  
-  report  being  the  second  highest  group  experiencing  bullying.  You  have  plans  and  
goals  for  addressing  a  wide  range  bullying  behavior,  and  that  is  fantastic.    I  commend  
you.    
  
But  this  harassment  and  intimidation  of  conservative  students  is  one  of  the  few  that  
happens  because  of  speech,  and  the  way  one  thinks,  and  so  I  believe  it  might  take  a  
different  kind  of  response.  
  
  I  would  like  to  know  what  you  doing  to  specifically  address  the  issue  of  students  who  
express  conservative  political  views  experiencing  higher  rates  of  harassment  than  
almost  any  other  student  group  in  D39?  
  
Thank  you  so  much  for  your  time.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  back  from  you.  
  
Betsy  Hart  
Wilmette  
	  



Hello  Ms.  Office,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  8:32  PM,  Charlotte  Office  <coffice@wellesley.edu>  wrote:  
Dear  D39  Board  of  Education  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  extension  of  the  annual  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  
Maintaining  the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  &  services  increase  amounts  to  a  
cut  in  our  education  funding.  Please  extend  the  levy.      
  
  
Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
Best,  
Charlotte  Office  
  
  
  
Charlotte  Office  
Wellesley  College  
Math  |  Class  of  2020  
	  



Hello  Ms.  Gallagher,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  2:05  PM,  KRISTA  GALLAGHER  <k.gallagher@icloud.com>  
wrote:  
  
Dear  D39  School  Board  -    
Thank  you  so  much  for  your  dedication  to  our  community  and  our  kids.    Regardless  of  
how  you  decide  on  various  topics,  I  am  grateful  to  have  caring,  intelligent,  thoughtful  
individuals  working  for  our  kids.    Thank  you!  
  
I  understand  the  proposed  levy  is  a  hot  topic  at  the  moment,  and  I  believe  that  is  with  
good  reason.    While  I  ultimately  trust  this  body  to  make  informed,  careful  decisions  
about  stewarding  the  resources  of  our  community,    I  want  to  express  that  I  lean  away  
from  increasing  the  tax  burden  in  today’s  environment.      
  
As  a  whole,  our  state  is  heavily  taxed  and  losing  residents.    I  have  not  looked  into  the  
statistics,  but  I  have  to  believe  that  those  who  leave  have  the  skills,  connections  and  
exposure  to  leave  -  in  other  words,  they  have  jobs  and  pay  taxes.    If  we  were  to  push  
this  to  the  extreme,  disproportionately,  those  who  pay  the  taxes  will  leave  and  those  
who  rely  on  taxpayer  help  will  be  left  behind  without  adequate  support.    I  don’t  know  
what  this  tipping  point  is,  but  I  worry  about  it.      
  
At  every  government  level  within  Illinois,  we  should  be  deliberate  about  decisions  
regarding  our  taxes.  It  is  easier  to  retain  taxpayers  than  to  replace  them.    Please  be  
careful  about  making  the  burden  so  high  that  we  lose  the  people  who  pay  the  taxes  that  
keep  our  state  functioning.      
  
Thank  you.    
Krista  Gallagher  
  
Sent  from  my  iPad	  



Hello  Ms.  Harrison,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  4:39  PM,  Christi  Harrison  <christiharrison@gmail.com>  wrote:  
D39  Board  members,  
  
I'm  sending  an  email  in  support  of  the  tax  levy  increase  to  the  max  amount  possible.  I  
believe  it's  important  for  my  children's  education  and  for  the  value  of  our  home.  We  
moved  to  Wilmette  specifically  for  the  schools  as  so  many  have.  Let's  keep  Wilmette  
education  a  priority.  It's  good  for  everyone.  
  
Thank  you,  
  
Christi  Harrison-  mom  of  3,  two  at  McKenzie  School	  



From:  Rhona  DiCamillo  <rdicamillo@dkmgconsulting.com>  
Subject:  Tax  Levy  
Date:  November  8,  2017  at  1:56:43  PM  CST  
To:  steenm@wilmette39.org,  panzicaf@wilmette39.org,  schaffa@wilmette39.org,    kear
neyt@wilmette39.org,  cesaretj@wilmette39.org,  fabesl@wilmette39.org,  sternwee@wil
mette39.org  
Cc:  "Dr.  Ray  Lechner"  <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>  
  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
  
We  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    Two  of  our  children  have  
graduated  from  D39  and  our  youngest  son  is  still  enjoying  his  D39  experience.    We  
moved  to  Wilmette  from  the  city  of  Chicago  so  that  our  children  could  receive  a  top-
notch  education.      
  
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
  
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
  
Sincerely,  
  
Rhona  &  Joe  DiCamillo  
  
Rhona  DiCamillo  
DKMG  Consulting  LLC  
Tel:  847.251.3791  
Cell:  312.802.0429  
www.DKMGconsulting.com  
	  



Hello  Ms.  Kempf,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  10,  2017,  at  11:29  AM,  Kathy  Kempf  <kkempf@gsfilms.com>  wrote:  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
    
We  highly  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    We  moved  to  Wilmette  so  
that  our  children  could  receive  a  top-notch  education,  like  my  husband  and  his  two  
brothers  received  in  District  39.    All  three  of  our  sons  graduated  from  District  39  in  
recent  years,  having  experienced  exactly  the  kind  of  educational  experience  for  which  
we  had  hoped.  
    
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  coming  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
    
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
    
Sincerely,  
    
Kathy  and  Don  Kempf  
1118  Forest  Ave  
Wilmette,  IL    60091  
(847)  256-2390	  



Hello  Mr.  Boomgaarden,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
On  Nov  10,  2017,  at  2:45  PM,  Chad  Boomgaarden  <chadboom@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
We  are  writing  in  support  of  extending  the  annual  tax  levy  in  accordance  with  the  law  
and  with  past  District  practice.  
  
We  encourage  you  to  continue  with  the  historical  practice  of  extending  the  levy  as  
reviewed  to  ensure  we  maintain  our  high  educational  standards  &  practices  while  
continuing  to  effectively  manage  the  district  finances  with  a  long-term  perspective  such  
that  we  do  not  have  to  go  back  to  the  community  to  ask  for  an  'above  levy'  tax  increase  
in  the  near  future.  
  
As  an  additional  point  to  add  here  -  there  is  no  taxing  body  we  have  more  confidence  
and  faith  in  as  far  as  being  careful  stewards  of  tax  dollars  than  we  do  for  D39.  We  know  
that  this  organization  is  thoughtful  &  prudent  in  consideration  of  spending,  both  in  
planning  for  near-in  and  longer  term,  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  students,  expectations  of  
the  community  and  financial  situation  of  the  community  tax  payers  who  support  public  
education.  
  
We  urge  you,  Do  NOT  cut  funding  for  District  39  children.  
  
Thank  you  all  for  your  thoughtful  consideration  of  this  topic.  
    
Chad  &  Nicole  Boomgaarden  
1315  Central  Avenue  
Wilmette,  IL  60091	  



Hello  Mr.  Ford,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  11:15  AM,  David  J.  Ford  <djbf@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
  
Dear:  Wilmette/D39  Board  of  Education:  
  
I  am  a  resident  of  Wilmette.  I  am  writing  to  you  to  not  to  raise  the  levy  -  and  taxes  on  
Wilmette  residents  -  in  2018.  
  
I  am  asking  this  because:  
  
The  tax  levy  is  outrageous  and  Not  necessary!    
  
Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
  
Signed:  
David  J  Ford  
310  Laurel  Av  
Wilmette  IL  60091  	  



Hello  Ms.  Meier,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  9,  2017  at  7:14  AM,  chantal  meier  <chantalmeier@me.com>  wrote:  
  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
  
We  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    We  moved  to  Wilmette  from  the  
city  of  Chicago  so  that  our  children  could  receive  a  top-notch  education.    They  have  
both  graduated  from  District  39,  having  experienced  exactly  the  kind  of  educational  
experience  for  which  we  had  hoped.  
  
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
  
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
  
Sincerely,  
  
Chantal  and  Eric  Meier  
1131  Forest  Avenue  
Wilmette,  IL  60091	  



Hello  Ms.  Neumann,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  9,  2017  at  7:09  AM,  Aimee  Neumann  <aimee_neumann@hotmail.com>  
wrote:  
  
Dear  board  members,  
  
Thank  you  for  your  service.  I  grew  up  in  Wilmette.  My  parents  moved  here  for  the  
excellent  schools.  I  am  now  a  public  school  teacher.  As  an  adult,  I  returned  to  Wilmette  
so  my  son  could  also  benefit  from  the  excellent  public  schools.  I  live  in  District  39  and  
pay  taxes  in  District  39.    
  
State  funding  is  uncertain.  Please  insure  our  quality  public  education  is  preserved  by  
securing  funding  through  the  tax  levy  increase.  We  need  to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  
Failing  to  increase  the  funding  would  result  in  a  cut  to  public  education  since  costs  
continue  to  increase.  District  39  is  very  efficient  with  money.  We  spend  the  least  per  
student  compared  to  other  New  Trier  feeder  schools.  We  need  to  support  our  children  
and  prepare  them  for  New  Trier  and  beyond.    
  
Thank  you,  
  
Aimee  Neumann  	  



Hello  Ms.  Byrnes,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  9,  2017  at  7:28  AM,  Katherine  Byrnes  <katherine_byrnes@yahoo.com>  
wrote:  
  
Dear  D39  Education  Board,  
  
I  hope  you  will  vote  in  December  to  continue  to  provide  D39  children  with  the  best  
education  possible  by  continuing  to  increase  the  tax  levy  by  the  CPI  rate.  I've  had  2  
children  graduate  from  D39  and  1  child  still  in  the  system  and  I  value  the  education  they  
received  or  are  receiving.    
  
I  believe  the  Board  works  hard  to  deliver  top-notch  education  while  being  fiscally  
prudent,  therefore,  I  support  an  increase  to  the  tax  levy  (by  CPI)  in  2017.  
  
Sincerely,    
  
Katherine  Byrnes  
Wilmette  Resident	  



Hello  Ann,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  9,  2017  at  9:12  AM,  Ann  Dronen  <adronen@ameritech.net>  wrote:  
  
Dear  Wilmette  District  39  Board  Members,  
  
First,  thank  you  for  your  service  -  I  know  it's  a  big  commitment  and  I  appreciate  your  
service!  
  
I  am  writing  to  urge  you  to  support  the  extension  of  the  tax  levy  for  District  39  to  account  
for  CPI/inflation.  Listening  to  some  of  the  comments  from  those  who  are  objecting  to  the  
extension,  had  I  not  known  better,  I  might  have  concluded  that  District  39  spending  is  
out  of  control!  However,  I  have  done  my  homework  and  looked  at  the  facts  and  I  know  
that  is  not  the  case.  
  
District  39  is  the  most  fiscally  conservative  district  of  all  of  the  New  Trier  Feeder  
districts,  has  the  largest  class  sizes,  and  spends  the  least  per  pupil.  District  39  is  
consistently  among  the  bottom  districts  in  spending  per  pupil  in  comparison  to  20  area  
school  districts,  including  comparably  sized  districts.    
  
There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  District  39  should  extend  the  tax  levy  to  account  for  
CPI/inflation.  I  urge  you  to  look  at  the  facts  and  support  the  extension  of  the  tax  levy.  
  
Thank  you,  
Ann  Dronen  
Wilmette  resident  for  26  years	  



  
Hello  Mr.  Rothstein,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  9,  2017  at  9:58  AM,  Michael  I  Rothstein  <microthstein@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
Dear  District  39  Board:  
  
I  live  in  District  39  and  my  four  children  all  attended  District  39  schools.  I  strongly  
support  the  increase  in  the  tax  levy  under  consideration.  Let's  give  our  Wilmette  schools  
the  resources  they  need  to  provide  an  excellent  education  to  all  of  our  students.  Thank  
you.  
  
Michael  Rothstein  
826  Park  Avenue  
Wilmette,  IL    60091  
(312)  604-9242	  



Hello  Mr.  Zuercher,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  9,  2017  at  6:02  AM,  Joe  Zuercher  <joe.zuercher@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
  
Dear  Madams  and  Sirs,  
  
New  Trier  is  already  one  of  the  best  high  schools  in  the  nation.    It  has  great  facilities  and  
faculty.    There  is  no  need  to  gild  the  lily.      
  
What  you  really  should  consider  is  the  needs  of  the  entire  community  of  Winnetka,  
Wilmette  and  Kenilworth.  Why  grab  more  money  when  there  are  greater  needs  
elsewhere?  
  
I  know  you  are  focused  on  New  Trier,  but  please  widen  your  view  and  show  some  fiscal  
responsibility.  
  
Joe  Zuercher  
Wilmette,  IL	  



Hello  Ms.Kurensky,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  8:17  PM,  Sara  Kurensky  +  Steve  Philoon  <kurloon@sbcglobal.net>  
wrote:  
  
D39  School  Board  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  an  extension  of  the  tax  levy  in  accordance  with  past  District  
practice,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  inflation  and  maintain  school  funding  at  
expected/normal  levels.    It  seems  to  me  that  any  discussion  about  cutting  this  annual  
tax  levy  is  really  a  discussion  about  cutting  funding  to  our  schools,  no  matter  what  
language  is  used  to  put  forward  the  idea  of  eliminating  the  levy.  
  
In  the  quarter  of  a  century  that  we  have  raised  our  family  in  Wilmette,  we  have  always  
been  impressed  with  the  fiscal  management  of  D39,  which  has  been  done  with  an  eye  
maintaining  our  high  educational  standards  over  the  long  term.    The  Board  has  
historically  been  conscientious  about  planning  for  future  expenses  while  meeting  the  
current  needs  of  our  students.  I  believe  that  extending  the  tax  levy  is  an  important  part  
of  this  planning  and  its  extension  will  help  maintain  the  educational  standards  our  
community  is  known  for.  
  
Thank  you,  
Sara  Kurensky	  



  
Hello  Mr.  Marshall,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  7:52  PM,  Jon  Marshall  <jhmwriter@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
Dear  District  39  Board  members,  
  
My  three  sons  are  graduates  of  District  39,  having  received  excellent  educations  at  
McKenzie,  Highcrest,  and  WJHS.  Although  two  of  them  are  now  in  college  and  one  of  
them  is  at  New  Trier,  I  recognize  the  continued  importance  of  having  top-notch  District  
39  schools  for  other  children  in  the  community  and  for  the  quality  of  the  community  as  a  
whole.    
  
I  therefore  support  the  extension  of  the  district's  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  Not  
doing  so  would  harm  the  district's  finances  and  shortchange  the  children  of  Wilmette.  
  
Thank  you  for  your  service  to  our  community.  
  
Jon  Marshall  
822  Prairie  Avenue  
  
--    
Jon  Marshall  
(847)  846-1677  -  cell  
jhmwriter@gmail.com  
Twitter:  @MarshallReport	  



Hello  Ms.  Krashin,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  2:39  PM,  Jacki  Krashin  <jackikrashin@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  extending  the  annual  tax  levy  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  
with  past  District  practice.  
  
Cutting  off  funding  sources  now  will  have  compounded  effect  over  time,  hastening  the  
rate  at  which  the  district  will  either  spend  down  reserves,  or  have  to  cut  
programs/initiatives/personnel  in  order  to  maintain  the  reserve  levels  now  in  place.  
  
I  am  aware  that  the  District  takes  a  conservative  approach  to  forecasting  future  financial  
scenarios,  and  planned  spending.  This  continues  to  be  the  prudent  approach,  
particularly  with  the  on-going  uncertainty  in  Springfield.    If  the  district  cuts  funding  now,  
any  changes  in  Springfield  will  exacerbate  a  negative  financial  situation  for  the  District..  
  
I  encourage  you  to  continue  with  the  historical  practice  of  extending  the  levy  as  
reviewed  to  ensure  we  maintain  our  high  educational  standards  &  practices  while  
continuing  to  effectively  manage  the  district  finances  with  a  long-term  perspective  such  
that  we  do  not  have  to  go  back  to  the  community  to  ask  for  an  'above  levy'  tax  increase  
in  the  near  future.  
  
Thank  you,  
Jacki  and  Dan  Krashin  
3019  Washington  Ave  
Wilmette	  



Hello  Ms.  Akason,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  11:23  AM,  Denise  Akason  <ddakason@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
    
We  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    All  4  of  our  children  have  
graduated  from  D39.  We  understand  the  relationship  between  school  quality  and  
property  values,  and  would  like  to  see  the  levels  of  both  maintained.      
    
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
    
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
    
Sincerely,  
Denise  and  Brad  Akason  
1207  Elmwood  
Wilmette,  IL  60091	  



Hello  Ms.  Sterling,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  9:32  AM,  Kim  Sterling  <ksterki@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  extending  the  annual  tax  levy  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  
with  past  District  practice.    
  
I  was  active  in  ringing  doorbells  for  the  last  school  referendum  and  I  do  not  want  to  see  
our  schools  put  in  the  same  situation  of  needing  to  ask  for  more  money  from  the  
taxpayers  because  we  chose  short-term  over  long  term.  
  
Especially  with  the  challenge  of  knowing  what  is  going  on  in  Springfield,  it  is  important  
that  we  maintain  our  high  educational  standards  &  practices  while  continuing  to  
effectively  manage  the  district  finances  with  a  long-term  perspective  such  that  we  do  not  
have  to  go  back  to  the  community  to  ask  for  an  'above  levy'  tax  increase  in  the  near  
future.  
  
Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  consideration  of  this  topic.  
  
Kimberly  Sterling  
840  Chilton  Lane	  



Hello  Tim,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.    Your  experience  is  
noted.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  9:30  AM,  Scherman,  Timothy  <t-scherman@neiu.edu>  wrote:  
  
I  understand  the  usual  drums  are  beating  on  the  Levy--perhaps  I  shouldn't  say  "the  
usual,"  since  the  consensus  seems  to  be  that  the  anti-tax  group  is  more  visible  and  bold  
and  organized  than  it  has  been.  
  
Whether  or  not  the  opposition  is  amplified  or  organized--whether  or  not  they  show  up  in  
numbers  at  the  meeting--the  facts  about  the  levy  don't  change,  and  I  encourage  all  of  
you  to  remind  the  audience  (present  and  on  TV)  of  the  basic  facts.    The  opposition  will  
try--always  tries--to  muddy  the  waters  with  what  we  now  call  "alternative  facts"  (I  call  it  
"junk  speech,"  as  in  free  speech  that  is  the  equivalent  of  junk  bonds--with  no  basis  or  
authority  or  fact  to  underwrite  its  value).      
  
Just  let  them  talk,  then  please,  calmly  plan  to  have  the  last  word,  informing  constituents  
why  it  only  makes  sense  to  levy  the  most  we  can.  
  
In  principle,  all  the  full  levy  can  do  is  keep  up  with  inflation.    That's  the  way  it's  been  
designed.      
  
Since  most  of  our  cost  in  education  comes  in  personnel,  we  cannot  afford  merely  to  
keep  up  with  inflation.    With  increased  expertise,  experience,  and  excellent  work  (quite  
clearly  demonstrated  by  our  personnel)  any  person  working  in  any  profession  expects  
some  modicum  of  an  increase  in  pay.    Given  that  upwards  of  80%  of  our  cost  goes  to  
personnel,  even  the  full  levy  will  by  definition  leave  us  eventually  in  a  deficit  situation,  
requiring  either  cuts  to  services  and  quality  we  depend  on  and  expect  as  a  District,  or  
else  out  to  referendum.    
  
The  opposition  has  argued  that  "taxes  are  going  up  faster  than  home  values."    The  only  
thing  that  allows  the  District  to  keep  up  with  the  rising  costs  of  operation,  which  exceed  
CPI  not  only  because  of  the  need  to  retain  personnel  with  small,  fair,  raises  expected  by  
all  of  us  in  our  work,  but  because  we're  not  buying  cars  and  washing  machines  but  
purchasing  educational  materials  and  buying  gas  for  heating.    The  cost  of  what  we  need  
to  purchase  almost  always  exceeds  CPI.      



  
So  the  levy  has  been  designed  to  include  additional  taxing  authority  for  recent  and  
real  increases  in  the  value  of  property  in  the  District.    This  is  not  a  number  dreamed  up  
by  us,  but  a  number  received  from  the  State--real  value  added  in  our  neighborhoods--
and  this  addition  is  the  only  thing  that  forestalls--never  avoids--eventual  cuts  or  the  need  
to  maintain  services  for  referenda.  
  
Add  to  all  these  considerations  the  fact  that  the  State  of  Illinois  remains  in  a  fiscal  crisis-
-that  payments  from  the  State  for  normal  operations  (grants  for  Special  Education  for  
example)  are  constantly  in  jeopardy  of  coming  late,  being  cut,  or  not  arriving  at  all--and  
add  to  that  the  possibility  that  the  State  will  be  requiring  us  to  take  on  more  of  the  
burden  of  the  nearly  bankrupt  if  not  bankrupt  pension  system  (again,  no  fault  of  our  
own),  it  would  be  supremely  imprudent  not  to  bring  reserves  to  their  full  levels,  and  to  
levy  the  maximum  for  the  maintenance  of  the  quality  of  education  for  our  children  in  this  
District.    
  
After  delivering  those  basics--or  something  shorter  and  clearer!--I  adjure  you  all  to  make  
this  7-0,  in  favor.    
  
Respectfully,  and  sympathetically,  
  
TS  
D39  BOE  VP,  etc.  2001-09  
  
  
--    
  
Timothy  H.  Scherman  
Associate  Professor  of  English  
Northeastern  Illinois  University  
5500  North  St.  Louis  Avenue,  Chicago,  IL  60625  
Phone:  (773)442-5817  
www.neiu.edu  
  

	  



Hello  Ms.  Fisher,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

	  
	  
	  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  9:21  AM,  Laura  Fisher  <lcfisher@sbcglobal.net>  wrote:  
  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
  
We  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    We  moved  to  Wilmette  from  the  
city  of  Chicago  so  that  our  children  could  receive  a  top-notch  education.    Our  oldest  
daughter  has  now  graduated  from  District  39,  having  experienced  exactly  the  kind  of  
educational  experience  for  which  we  had  hoped  and  being  well  prepared  for  New  
Trier.    And  after  last  night's  District  39  parent-  teacher  conferences,  we  are  again  
reminded  of  how  fortunate  our  other  two  children  are  to  attend  District  39  schools.  
  
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
  
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
  
Sincerely,  
Laura  Fisher  and  John  Hetler  
821  Forest  Wilmette  
	  



  
Hello  Mr.  Hirsch,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  10:50  AM,  Kevin  Hirsch  <khirsch@halfmoonpower.com>  
wrote:  
  
D39  Board  of  Education,  
  
Please  hold  firm  on  the  tax  levy.    I  know  it’s  tough  to  balance  the  bills,  but  please  err  on  
the  side  of  the  homeowners  in  Wilmette.    
  
We  have  been  hurt  by  tax  increases  without  commensurate  appreciation  in  property  
values.  In  fact,  the  increased  property  taxes  decreases  the  affordability  of  homes  for  all.    
  
Let’s  work  with  what  we  have  and  keep  the  levy  the  same.    
  
Thank  you,  
  
A  concerned  Wilmette  resident,    
  
Kevin  Hirsch  
312-315-5003	  



Hello  Mr.  Office,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  6:43  AM,  Peter  Office  <POffice@mktg.com>  wrote:  
  
Dear  D39  Board  of  Education  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
    
I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  extension  of  the  annual  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  
Maintaining  the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  &  services  increase  amounts  to  a  
cut  in  our  education  funding.  Please  extend  the  levy.      
    
Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
    
Peter  Office  
523  Maple  Avenue  
Wilmette  
	  
PETER	  OFFICE	  
CHIEF	  OPERATING	  OFFICER	  
	  
MKTG	  
32	  AVENUE	  OF	  THE	  AMERICAS,	  20TH	  FLOOR	  
NEW	  YORK,	  NY	  10013	  
C:	  312.656.9184	  |	  T:	  	  212.366.3485	  
WWW.MKTG.COM	  	  |	  @MKTG	  
	  	  
	  	  
 
The content of this email and any attachments are private and confidential. If you are not the intended recipient(s) or have otherwise 
received this email in error, please delete the email and inform the sender as soon as possible. This email may not be disclosed, used 
or copied by anyone other than the intended recipient(s). Any opinions, statements or comments contained in this email are not 
necessarily those of Dentsu Aegis Network Ltd. If you wish clarification of any matter, please request confirmation in writing. 
 
We take precautions to minimise the risk of this email containing a software virus but you should use virus checking software.  

	  



Hello  Heather,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  9,  2017,  at  6:41  AM,  Heather  Oliver  <oliverfam2@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
    
I  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    One  of  my  children  has  graduated  
from  D39  and  my  youngest  son  is  still  enjoying  his  D39  experience.    I  am  an  alumnus  of  
D39  and  I  wanted  my  children  to  have  an  excellent  education.  I  have  lived  in  other  
states  where  the  only  way  to  receive  this  level  of  education  was  to  attend  a  private  
school.  
    
I  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  its  
levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    I  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  maximum  
amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  and  
essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  I  believe  that  the  levy  
increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  stewardship  
the  Board  has  employed.    
    
I  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
    
Sincerely,  
Heather  Oliver	  



  
  
Hello  Ms.  Titterton,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  12:31  PM,  sarahjane  titterton.net  <sarahjane@titterton.net>  
wrote:  
  
Like  the  vast  majority  of  District  39,  I  would  like  you  to  fully  fund  schools  by  extending  
the  tax  levy  to  the  fullest  amount.    It  is  very  important  to  not  be  swayed  with  the  very  
small  minority  (with  a  lot  of  time  on  their  hands)  who  do  not  want  the  taxes  increased.      
  
Thank  you,  
Sarah  Titterton	  



  
Hello  Ms.  Lipford,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  10:54  PM,  Julie  Lipford  <julielipford@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Board  Members,  
  
Please  note  my  support  of  the  extension  of  the  tax  levy  tin  accordance  with  the  law  and  
with  past  District  39  practice.  
  
Wilmette  resident  and  homeowner,  
Julie  Lipford	  



Hello  Ms.  Hawes,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  3:07  PM,  Andrea  Hawes  <andi.hawes@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear:  Wilmette/D39  Board  of  Education:  
  
I  am  a  resident  of  Wilmette.  I  am  writing  to  you  to  not  to  raise  the  levy  -  and  taxes  on  
Wilmette  residents  -  in  2018.  
  
As  a  ten-year  resident  of  Wilmette,  raising  six  children  here  has  become  increasingly  
financially  burdensome.    While  we  love  this  town,  another  increase  in  taxes  would  force  
us  to  consider  moving  elsewhere  in  order  to  avoid  the  tax  burden  placed  upon  
us.    Please  consider  budget  cuts  and  greater  fiscal  responsibility  as  alternatives  to  tax  
increases  on  Wilmette’s  residents.  
  
  
Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
  
Andrea  Hawes	  



Hello  Mr.  Traynor,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  5:39  PM,  Paul  Traynor  <paultraynor@haymoon.com>  wrote:  
  
Hi  all--  
  
First  off,  I'd  like  to  thank  each  of  you  for  your  important  service  to  our  children  and  our  
community.  
  
I'd  also  like  to  state  for  the  record  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  tax  levy  for  D39.  I've  heard  
lots  of  good  reasons  to  support  it--  our  home  values  and  our  kids'  educations  to  name  a  
couple--  and  no  reasonable  ones  for  opposition  beyond,  "I  don't  like  paying  high  taxes."  
  
Keep  up  the  good  work!!  
  
Best,  
  
Paul  Traynor  
Hay  Moon  Media  
(224)  522-2242  
www.haymoon.com	  



Hello  Ms.  Sullivan,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  5:49  PM,  Anne  Sullivan  <annehsullivan@comcast.net>  wrote:  
Dear  Board  of  Education  Members:  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  extension  of  the  2017  tax  levy  at  the  maximum  amount  
authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  valuable  and  essential  curriculum  
and  programs  to  D39  children.    Failure  to  increase  the  levy  as  the  costs  of  goods  and  
services  increase  is  an  effective  funding  cut.  Further,  it  would  have  a  compounding  
effect  on  future  funding  that  is  extremely  concerning  given  the  property  tax  freeze  being  
considered  in  Springfield  and  the  eventual  shifting  of  pension  costs.  My  last  child  will  
graduate  from  D39  in  2019,  but  I  believe  continuing  and  future  students  should  have  
access  to  the  same  quality  education  that  my  children  have  received.    Please  extend  
the  2017  levy  at  the  maximum  amount  authorized.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
  
Anne  Sullivan  
Wilmette  resident  and  D39  parent	  



  
  
Hello  Ms.  Murphy,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  6:08  PM,  Sharon  Murphy  <barkleyshouse@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
PLEASE  STOP  RAISING  TAXES  TO  SUPPORT  RECKLESS  SPENDING  SUCH  AS  
RIDICULOUS  SALARIES,  PENSION  INFLATION  AND  OUT  OF  CONTROL  
SPENDING!  
  
USE  YOUR  "EDUCATION"  TO  PUT  TOGETHER  A  COST-CUTTING,  NOT  
INCREASED  SPENDING  PLAN.    EVERYONE  ELSE  HAS  TO,  HOW  ABOUT  YOU?      
  
THANK  YOU  AND  PLEASE  LISTEN  THIS  TIME  BECAUSE  WE  YOUR  RESIDENTS  
ARE  RUNNING  OUT  OF  MONEY  AND  IT  IS  JUST  NEVER  ENOUGH.  
  
THANK  YOU  FOR  YOUR  CONSIDERATION  
  
--    
Sharon  Murphy  
2149  Chestnut  Ave,  Wilmette,  IL    60091  
847-910-6697  (cell)	  



  
  
Hello  Ms.  Nash,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  

  
  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  6:34  PM,  Jennifer  Nash  <mammanash22@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
I  support  the  extension  of  the  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation  and  that  maintaining  
the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  &  services  increase  amounts  to  a  cut  in  our  
education  funding.  Please  DON’T  cut  funding  for  District  39  children.      
  
Best,  
  
Jennifer  Nash  
  
“Alone  we  can  do  so  little;;  together  we  can  do  so  much.”  -Helen  Keller  
  
Sent  from  my  iPhone  
224-251-9339  
Forgive  my  typos	  



  
  
Hello  Ms.  Goldstein,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  6:42  PM,  Caroline  <caroline.goldstein@sbcglobal.net>  wrote:  
Dear  D39  School  Board  Members:  
  
I  am  writing  to  you  to  express  my  support  for  the  extension  of  the  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  
with  inflation.  Maintaining  the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  and  services  
increase  amounts  to  a  cut  in  funding  to  D39  schools.  Investing  in  maintaining  Wilmette’s  
excellent  school  system  is  of  critical  importance  to  me  as  both  a  parent  of  children  in  
D39  and  a  property  owner  in  Wilmette.  Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Caroline  Goldstein  
1426  Lake  Avenue,  Wilmette	  



Hello  Ms.  McAllester,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
  
Thanks,  

  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  7:26  PM,  Karleen  <karleensm@gmail.com>  wrote:  
To  Wilmette  39  Board  Members:  
  
Thank  you  for  supporting  a  Wilmette  39  tax  levy  that  will  maintain  our  excellent  
schools.  The  levy  should  reflect  increases  due  to  inflation.    
  
My  four  children  benefitted  from  the  system  and  so  should  current  students.  Highlights  
for  my  kids  included:  screening  for  reading  deficits  and  supplemental  instruction  to  
support  grade  level  achievement,  advanced  math  (which  became  extremely  important  
for  college  and  career  paths),  the  multi-cultural  language  and  PTA  programs  at  Romona  
(which  helped  my  children  integrate  into  diverse  college  and  job  environments),  and  so  
much  more....  
  
Wilmette  children  have  amazing  potential  to  succeed,  and  also  potential  to  contribute  to  
the  community  and  country  where  they  got  their  start.  Thanks  for  maintaining  the  quality  
of  our  schools,  supporting  public  education  with  a  realistic  and  equitable  budget.  
  
Karleen  S  McAllester  
parent  of  four  former  Wilmette  39  students  and  current  Wilmette  resident  
  
--    
Karleen  Stevens  McAllester  
Writer  &  Writing  Coach  
cell:  847-644-2524  
email:  karleensm@gmail.com  
web:  http://ksmwritingtutor.com/  
	  



  
  
Hello  Ms.  Crane  Harper,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
  
On  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  7:42  PM,  Kristin  Harper  <kristincrane@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
  
In  light  of  the  info  circulating  via  email/Next  Door  Lake  Sheridan,  I’m  urging  you  to  NOT  
cut  funding  for  DIST  39.  Thank  you.  
  
Kristin  Crane  Harper  
Wilmette  
  
KCH  
312.841.1128  
sent  from  my  iPhone	  



Hello  Ms.  Linpinski,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

	  
	  
	  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  9:05  PM,  Eleanor  Lipinski  <eleanor.lipinski@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  

D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,    

I  no  longer  have  students  at  D39  but  am  reaching  out  in  support  of  extending  the  annual  
tax  levy  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  with  past  District  practice.    I  understand  that  the  
authority  to  increase  the  levy  by  the  lesser  of  5%  or  CPI  was  granted  so  that  district’s  
would  have  some  flexibility  to  maintain  educational  standards  while  meeting  customary  
increases  in  expenditures,  primarily  related  to  labor  contracts.  Any  reduction  in  
the  request  for  tax  amounts  statutorily  permitted  will  represent  lost  annual  revenue  
forever.  

My  view  is  that  D39  has  been  and  I  hope  will  continue  to  be  thoughtful  and  prudent  in  
spending  while  meeting  the  needs  of  it’s  students  and  expectations  of  excellence  by  the  
parent  community  in  conjunction  with  considering  the  financial  impact  to  the  taxpayers  
who  support  public  education.  

Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  consideration  of  this  topic.  

Eleanor  Lipinski  
1243  Gregory  Ave  
  
	  



  
Hi  Susan,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  9:31  PM,  SUSAN  GALLAGHER  <sfgallagher@mac.com>  wrote:  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
  
We  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    We  moved  to  Wilmette  from  the  
city  of  Chicago  so  that  our  children  could  receive  a  top-notch  education.    They  have  
both  graduated  from  District  39,  having  experienced  exactly  the  kind  of  educational  
experience  for  which  we  had  hoped.  
  
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
  
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
  
Sincerely,  
  
Susan  &  Sean  Gallagher  
1137  Greenwood  Ave.  
Wilmette  IL  60091  
(M)  847-951-6885  
sfgallagher@mac.com	  



Hello  Mike,  
  
Thank  you  for  stopping  by  the  Board  committee  meeting  this  morning;;  and  thanks  for  
sharing  your  views  in  writing,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  you  learned  this  morning,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  
information  before  the  Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  
be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  
meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  9:59  PM,  Mike  Lieber  <mikerlieber@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Board  Members:  
    
I  write  in  support  of  the  Board  extending  the  levy  to  ensure  that  D39  schools  are  
fully  funded.  Ten  years  ago,  my  family  moved  to  Wilmette  and  the  D39  school  district  
primarily  because  of  the  amazing  public  education  offered  here.  My  wife  and  I  value  and  
cherish  quality  public  education.  We  attended  public  schools  throughout  our  primary  
education.  Our  successes  are  due  in  large  part  to  that  education.  
    
Like  so  many  others,  prior  to  moving  to  Wilmette,  we  lived  in  the  city  of  Chicago.  We  
wanted  to  send  our  kids  to  public  schools  in  Chicago.  But  those  schools  are  hit-or-miss.  
Our  neighborhood  school  at  the  time  lacked  many  of  the  resources  we  wanted  for  our  
children—resources  like  art,  music,  foreign  languages  and  advanced  math  and  science.  
We  recognized  that  to  get  the  kind  of  quality  public  education  we  enjoyed  as  kids,  we  
would  need  to  move  our  children  to  the  suburbs.  I  embarked  on  a  search  of  dozens  of  
suburbs,  from  northwest  Indiana  to  the  southern  suburbs  of  Chicago  to  the  southwest  to  
the  west  and  northwest  suburbs  and  finally  ending  with  the  northern  suburbs.  We  chose  
Wilmette  not  only  due  to  its  proximity  to  the  city  but  because  of  its  remarkable  public  
schools.  We  have  not  been  disappointed.  
    
I  know  that  so  many  others  follow  this  same  path.  For  the  past  several  years,  I  have  
served  as  Co-Chair  of  the  McKenzie  Elementary  School  PTA’s  Welcoming  Committee.  
The  Committee  meets  with  folks  who  are  considering  moving  to  Wilmette,  whether  from  
Chicago,  from  other  suburbs  or  from  other  cities  around  the  country  and  around  the  
world.  Each  time  I  meet  with  these  prospective  parents,  they  always  say  the  same  thing:  
They  are  considering  Wilmette  because  of  its  tremendous  public  school  system.  Our  
public  schools  represent  a  huge  driver  of  our  property  values.  Without  these  great  
schools,  our  property  values  will  tumble.  
  
    
  



I  don’t  want  that.  Nor  do  I  want  our  kids  (and  children  in  future  generations  here  in  
Wilmette)  to  go  to  substandard  schools.  The  only  way  to  ensure  excellent  schools  is  
to  extend  the  levy  to  the  fullest  extent  possible.  I  have  heard  stories  from  parents  
who  sent  their  kids  to  D39  schools  in  the  early  1990s.  At  that  time,  the  Board  faced  a  
similar  situation.  But  back  then,  the  Board  chose  not  to  extend  the  levy.  As  a  result  of  
that  decision  and  political  decisions  in  Springfield  shortly  thereafter,  D39  lacked  the  
ability  to  fully  fund  our  schools.  As  a  result,  they  fell  significantly  behind  peer  schools  in  
funding.  In  turn,  D39  had  to  cut  many  of  its  programs.  For  example,  it  had  to  jettison  full  
art  classes,  instead  turning  to  an  “art-in-a-cart”  program.  This  is  not  acceptable.  This  
shortchanged  students.  And  the  funding  shortfall  meant  that  D39  could  not  offer  
competitive  salaries.  This  led  to  an  exodus  of  quality  teachers  and  administrators  who  
had  decades  of  experience.  The  school  system  had  no  choice  but  to  replace  them  with  
employees—especially  teachers—having  little  to  no  experience.  Again,  this  
shortchanged  students.  
    
We  face  a  similar  situation  today.  Who  knows  what  will  happen  in  Springfield  in  the  
coming  year  or  two?  Should  the  Democrats  win  back  the  Governorship,  Mike  Madigan  
and  his  trifecta  will  likely  force  through  changes,  causing  school  districts  like  D39  to  
have  much  larger  pension  obligations  without  additional  funding  from  the  State.  Should  
Governor  Rauner  win  a  second  term,  he  may  prevent  districts  such  as  D39  from  making  
modest  property  tax  increases  to  fully  fund  public  education.  The  best  way  to  ensure  
against  either  of  these  possibilities—both  of  which  could  be  disastrous  for  the  Wilmette  
public  school  system—is  to  take  the  safe  approach  now  while  we  can  and  approve  the  
levy  to  the  maximum  extent.  After  all,  looking  at  the  per-pupil  funding  at  peer  school  
systems  in  the  northern  suburbs—from  Niles  to  Skokie  to  Kenilworth  to  Lake  Forest—
Wilmette  D39  is  near  the  bottom.  Again,  we  cannot  shortchange  our  students.  
    
All  that  being  said,  I  am  no  fan  of  increasing  tax  burdens  on  our  local  citizens  for  no  
good  reason.  I  have  never  met  anyone  who  said,  “please  tax  me  more.”  I  am  no  
different.  But  there  are  some  instances  where  we  owe  it  to  our  children,  to  ourselves,  to  
our  community  and  to  our  property  values  to  ensure  that  we  fully  fund  our  public  
schools.  Today  is  one  such  instance.  With  the  uncertainty  in  Springfield,  the  last  thing  
we  want  to  do  is  tie  our  hands  and  leave  ourselves  no  option  other  than  gutting  our  
schools  or  going  into  debt.  Neither  option  is  acceptable.  Both  will  do  long-term  damage  
to  D39  schools,  our  community  and  our  property  values.  
    
Thanks  to  your  hard  work  and  the  efforts  of  the  teachers  and  administrators  within  D39,  
our  school  system  is  exceptionally  well-run  and  fiscally  smart.  It  is  not  perfect,  but  it  is  
pretty  darn  good.  I  have  talked  to  many  people  in  Wilmette,  especially  folks  who  have  
not  had  children  in  D39  schools  in  decades,  and  the  response  is  the  same:  We  live  in  
Wilmette  because  we  cherish  living  in  a  community  that  itself  cherishes  quality  public  
education  that  is  fully  funded.  
    
I  have  read  some  of  the  opposition  to  extending  the  levy.  While  they  surely  have  
heartfelt  concerns  about  our  schools,  I  think  their  arguments  are  misplaced.  And  often,  
they  found  those  arguments  on  flawed  statistics.  For  example,  they  look  at  changes  to  
property  values  over  time  and  note  that  today’s  property  values  are  down  from  certain  
times  in  the  past.  But  they  compare  today’s  property  values  to  those  in  late  2006—the  
absolute  top  of  the  housing  boom.  If  we  measured  Wilmette’s  property  values  today  to  
those  in  late  2008  and  early  2009—the  absolute  bottom  of  the  market—it  would  no  
doubt  show  that  our  property  values  have  increased  dramatically.  



    
As  stated  in  1950  by  long-time  New  Trier  Superintendent  William  Hafner  Cornog,  who  
coined  New  Trier’s  motto  of  committing  minds  to  inquiry,  hearts  to  compassion,  and  
lives  to  the  service  of  mankind:  “The  democratic  faith  further  holds  that  every  man  has  
the  indisputable  right  to  develop  as  an  individual  to  the  limit  of  his  capacity  and  
aspiration  and  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  an  education  which  will  endow  him  to  live  richly  in  
mind  and  spirit  as  his  natural  endowment  will  allow  him  to  live.”  (emphasis  added).  
    
To  further  that  indisputable  right  to  a  great  education,  please  renew  the  levy  in  full.  And  
understand  that  the  vast  majority  of  Wilmette  residents  want  quality  public  education  
that  is  fully  funded.  That’s  why  we  are  here.  That’s  why  people  keep  moving  here.  
Please  renew  the  levy  and  renew  it  to  the  fullest  extent.  Support  our  schools  and  you  
will  have  the  full  support  of  the  vast  majority  of  Wilmette  residents.  
    
Michael  R.  Lieber  
2035  Hollywood  Court  
Wilmette	  



  
Hello  Ms.  Office,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  view,  much  appreciated.  
  
As  an  FYI,  we  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  
Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  
website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  10:01  PM,  Emma  Office  <emma.office13@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  D39  Board  of  Education  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  the  extension  of  the  annual  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  
Maintaining  the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  &  services  increase  amounts  to  a  
cut  in  our  education  funding.  Please  extend  the  levy.      
  
Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
Emma  
  
Emma  Office  
(224)  422-8913  
emma.office13@gmail.com	  



  
  
Hello  Ms.  Philips,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  11:08  PM,  Natalie  Phillips  <gleemailer@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Hello  
  
I  support  the  extension  of  the  BOE  D39  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation.  Maintaining  
the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  &  services  increase,  amounts  to  a  cut  in  our  
education  funding.    
  
Please  do  NOT  to  cut  funding  for  District  39  children.      
  
Natalie  Phillips  
327  oak  circle  
Wilmette	  



  
Hello  Ms.  Sommer,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  6:08  PM,  Tracy  Sommer  <tracysommer@gmail.com>  wrote:  
D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  to  the  extension  of  the  tax  levy  to  keep  pace  with  inflation  and  that  
maintaining  the  current  levy  while  the  costs  of  goods  &  services  increase  amounts  to  a  
cut  in  our  education  funding.  I  urge  you  you    NOT  to  cut  funding  for  District  39  children.    
Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  consideration  of  this  topic.  
Best  regards,  
  
Tracy  Sommer  
  
  
Show  more  reactions  
  
--    
Tracy  E.  Sommer  |  Finance  Director  
NAMI  Cook  County  North  Suburban  
tsommer@namiccns.org    
(847)716-2252  (work)  
(847)372-1231  (cell)  
http://www.namiccns.org/	  



Hello  M/M  Bennett,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  6:26  PM,  Margie  Bennett  <mmiltonbennett@gmail.com>  wrote:  
To  Wilmette  Public  Schools  District  39  Board  Members  and  Administrators:  
  
We  value  the  education  being  provided  by  District  39.    One  of  our  children  has  
graduated  from  D39  and  our  younger  daughter  is  still  enjoying  her  D39  experience.    We  
moved  to  Wilmette  from  the  city  of  Chicago  so  that  our  children  could  receive  a  top-
notch  education.      
  
We  understand  that  at  the  School  Board  meeting  in  December,  the  Board  will  consider  
its  levy  for  the  2017  tax  year.    We  encourage  the  Board  to  extend  the  levy  at  the  
maximum  amount  authorized  so  that  the  District  can  continue  to  provide  the  valuable  
and  essential  curriculum  and  programs  to  D39  children.    Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  
levy  increase  is  financially  prudent  and  in  keeping  with  the  long-standing  good  
stewardship  the  Board  has  employed.    
  
We  support  an  increase  in  the  2017  levy.          
  
Sincerely,  
  
Margie  &  Mike  Bennett  
  
Margie  Bennett  
847-853-8775  （home）  
847-922-3231（cell）	  



Hello  Ms.  Grbavac,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  

  
  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  6:53  PM,  Kristina  Grbavac  <kgrbavac@outlook.com>  wrote:  
Dear  D39  Board  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
    
I  am  writing  to  you  to  express  my  support  of  the  extension  of  the  annual  tax  levy.    This  
has  been  a  previous  practice  of  the  District  and  beneficial  to  maintaining  the  high  
standard  of  our  education  system.    If  we  cannot  keep-up  with  costs  of  our  amazing  and  
award  winning  schools  we  will  lose  much  as  a  community.    Our  schools  attract  new  
residents  which  increases  home  values  and  we  all  benefit  from  a  strong  housing  
market.    
    
I  thank  you  for  your  time  and  all  your  hard  work.  
    
Kristina  Grbavac  
Wilmette  Resident	  



Hello  Ms.  McCabe,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
Thanks  again,  

  
  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  7:06  PM,  Kathy  McCabe  <mccabekathleen4@gmail.com>  wrote:  
D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  extending  the  annual  tax  levy  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  
with  past  District  practice.  I  was  able  to  watch  the  most  recent  Board  meeting  and,  In  
effect  the  conversation  that  ensued  on  this  topic  is  really  about  whether  you  are  
considering  cutting  funding  to  our  schools,  as  the  annual  tax  levy  is  how  we  ensure  that  
we  try  to  keep  up  with  inflation  and  fund  the  schools,  and  education  of  our  children,  at  
the  level  &  manner  that  the  community  expects.  To  discuss  this  in  any  other  context  is  a  
distraction  tactic  and  an  effort  to  spread  misinformation.  
  
We  moved  to  District  39  for  the  schools  and  if  school  funding  is  cut,  we  would  not  
hestitate  to  move  again.  
  
I  encourage  you  to  continue  with  the  historical  practice  of  extending  the  levy  as  
reviewed  to  ensure  we  maintain  our  high  educational  standards  &  practices  while  
continuing  to  effectively  manage  the  district  finances  with  a  long-term  perspective  such  
that  we  do  not  have  to  go  back  to  the  community  to  ask  for  an  'above  levy'  tax  increase  
in  the  near  future.  
  
Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  consideration  of  this  topic.  
  
Kathy  McCabe	  



Hello  Ms  Mergner,  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.    This  information  will  help  
clarify  the  points  you  have  raised.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  10:11  AM,  Danielle  Mergner  <daniellemergner@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Wilmette  District  39  School  Board:  
  
We  are  asking  that  D39  be  respectful  of  the  taxpayers  and  not  extend  the  levy  this  
year.    The  taxpayers  have  been  respectful  of  D39's  requests  for  increases  in  the  past  
and  have  granted  them.      Please  return  the  favor.  
  
Each  year  a  new  taxing  entity  in  Wilmette  asks  for  an  increase.    Some  needs  are  real  
and  some  are  merely  an  opportunity  to  ask  for  funds  in  the  event  they  may  be  
needed.    The  taxpayers  are  fatigued,  and  frankly  discouraged,  by  these  continual  
requests.    Good  governance  is  a  balancing  of  needs,  including  those  of  taxpayer  
relief.    With  a  37%  increase  in  D39  funding  for  the  past  9  years,  the  time  has  come  to  
stop  and  think,  what  the  cost  to  benefit  has  been.    My  analysis  shows  the  cost  to  be  
high  and  the  benefit  negligible.    
  
With  the  largest,  permanent  income  tax  increase  in  the  history  of  Illinois  and    the  highest  
property  tax  burden  in  the  nation,  it's  time  for  D39  to  look  inward  and  find  out  how  it  can  
live  within  its  means.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Art  and  Danielle  Mergner  
1129  Romona  Road  
Wilmette	  



Hello  Mr  Seifert,  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.    This  information  will  help  
clarify  the  points  you  have  raised.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
  
----------  Forwarded  message  ---------  
From:  Scott  Seifert  <sseif9@yahoo.com>  
Date:  Wed,  Nov  8,  2017  at  12:58  PM  
Subject:  No  tax  hike  
To:  <steenm@wilmette39.org>  
  
  
We  moved  to  Wilmette  12  months  ago  because  we  thought  the  district  was  financially  
secure  enough  to  provide  good  education  and  not  continue  the  massive  raise  in  taxes  
the  way  many  other  communities  now  I  have.  
  
I’m  especially  disgusted  to  hear  about  the  fine  our  district  received  for  increasing  
salaries  to  hike  pension  payouts.    I  thought  our  community  was  above  that  kind  of  
financial  manipulation.  
  
What  kind  of  message  does  that  send  to  our  children  if  the  very  people  teaching  them  
are  manipulating  the  system  for  their  own  self  interest?  
  
Please  DO  NOT  increase  our  taxes  
  
Thank  you,  
  
Scott  &  Ann  Seifert  
Wilmette	  



Hello  Mr.  Buffer,  
(Thank  you,  Tracy  for  sharing)  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  its  
decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  before  
both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.      
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  

  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  7:30  AM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Mr.  Butler,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  
extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  we  are  able  to  best  
represent.    I  for  one  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  consider  your  position  and  
perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Tue,  Nov  7,  2017  at  5:09  PM,  Darrell  M.  Butler  <dmbutler@billowbutler.com>  wrote:  
[[also  attached  as  a  pdf]]  
    
Dear  Members  of  the  District  39  Board:  
As  a  nearly  20-year  resident,  I  have  seen  my  property  taxes  increase  enormously  while  my  
property  values  have  been  stagnant.    This  is,  in  large  measure,  due  to  the  never-ending  
increases  that  our  school  boards  seek  each  year  in  their  tax  levy  requests.    Not  surprisingly,  the  
Board  continues  to  request  about  4.5%  increases  annually  since  that  number  allows  the  Board  
to  avoid  seeking  public  approval.    
    
It  should  not  have  to  be  said,  but  it  seems  not  to  be  considered  by  the  Board:    TAXES  ARE  
MONEY  BELONGING  TO  THE  RESIDENTS,  NOT  THE  BOARD  AND  NOT  THE  
SCHOOL.    WE  VOLUNTARILY  SUBMIT  TO  THESE  TAXES  IN  EXCHANGE  FOR  SOME  
BENEFIT.    Let  me  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Board’s  recurring  behavior  is  careless  and  
irresponsible.    You  are  our  neighbors.    We  elect  you  as  fiduciaries  to  effectively  manage  our  
schools  and  to  utilize  our  money  (taxes)  efficiently.    You  have  failed  us  and  continue  to  fail  us.  
  
One  of  the  reasons  we  moved  to  Wilmette  was  because  of  very  good  schools.    Well,  the  
schools  were  good  20  years  ago,  were  good  10  years  ago  and  are  still  good.    BUT,  taxes  are  up  
at  almost  3  times  the  rate  of  inflation.    Enrollment  has  been  flat.    What  does  that  tell  me?    That  
the  Board  continues  each  year  to  extract  an  unnecessary  percentage  of  our  income  with  no  
REAL  JUSTIFICATION  or  BENEFIT.    It  is  wasteful  and  irresponsible.  
    
IT  MUST  STOP.    I  am  opposed  to  any  levy  increase  at  all.    Please  focus  on  operating  
efficiencies  and  setting  priorities  and  working  within  a  zero-based  budget  concept  that  is,  at  
most,  inflation  based  and  not  ‘take  as  much  as  we  can  get  without  citizen  approval’.    
    
Sincerely,  
Darrell  M.  Butler  
816  Gregory  Avenue  
Wilmette.	  



Hello  Mr.  Minoff,  
  
(Thank  you,  Tracy  for  sharing)  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.    
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  

  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  7:31  AM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Mr.  Minoff,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  
extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  we  are  able  to  best  
represent.    I  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  consider  your  position  and  
perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Tue,  Nov  7,  2017  at  5:28  PM,  alan  <minmich2312@comcast.net>  wrote:  
Thank  you  for  your  service  on  the  school  board.      It  is  disappointing  to  read  that  the  
maximum  increase  in  the  tax  levy  is  being  taken  “because  it  can.”          I  am  a  homeowner  
and  senior  citizen  in  the  district.    The  value  of  my  home  is  significantly  lower  than  before  
the  2008  crash.        Each  year  the  value  declines,  but  the  real  estate  tax  gets  higher.  
  
Please  consider  people  on  fixed  incomes  who  would  like  to  stay  in  their  homes,  but  are  
suffering  under  the  burden  of  ever  increasing  school  taxes.  
  
Perhaps  if  the  spiking  of  soon  to  be  retired  teachers  compensation  in  order  to  maximize  
their  pensions  was  stopped,  our  taxes  would  not  have  to  be  raised  so  much.  
  
That  you  for  your  consideration  of  this  viewpoint.  
  
                                                                                                Alan  Minoff	  



  
Begin  forwarded  message:  
From:  Ray  Lechner  <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>  
Subject:  Re:  Tax  levy  
Date:  November  8,  2017  at  8:45:36  AM  CST  
To:  Stacey  Woehrle  <stacey.woehrle@gmail.com>  
Reply-To:  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>,  Alice  Schaff  
<ADSCHAFF@aol.com>,  Mark  Steen  <steenm@wilmette39.org>,  Lisa  Schneider  
Fabes  <lsfabes@gmail.com>,  Frank  Panzica  <panzicaf@wilmette39.org>,  Jon  
Cesaretti  <joncesaretti@yahoo.com>,  Ellen  Sternweiler  <ejlsternweiler@me.com>  
  
Hello  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woehrle,  
(Thank  you,  Tracy  for  sharing)  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.    As  an  FYI  about  reserves,  the  
State  recommends  a  25%  rate  of  reserves,  needed  to  preserve  Bond  ratings;;    other  
township  schools,  outside  of  D39,  recommend  50%  or  higher.    
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Thanks,  

  
  
On  Nov  8,  2017,  at  7:33  AM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woehrle,  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  
extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  we  are  able  to  best  
represent.    I  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  consider  your  position  and  
perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Tue,  Nov  7,  2017  at  9:40  PM,  Stacey  Woehrle  <stacey.woehrle@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Wilmette  District  39  School  Board,  
  
We  are  writing  this  email  to  ask  you  to  refrain  from  extending  the  levy  this  year  for  
Wilmette  District  39.  
  
We  have  lived  in  Wilmette  for  11  years  and  moved  here  mainly  for  the  schools.    We,  like  
many  others,  have  seen  income  levels  stagnate,  home  values  drop  and  taxes  increase.  
  
It  is  our  understanding  that  District  39  reserves  currently  are  at  50%  with  a  goal  being  a  
reserve  of  30%.    Why  not  use  some  of  the  20%  excess  reserve  money  if  needed  or  
better  yet  return  this  excess  to  the  taxpayers?    Winnetka  just  did  this  for  their  taxpayers.  



  
We  (and  we  believe  this  entire  community)  fully  support  the  school  systems.    If  some  
unforeseen  event  happened  and  District  39  actually  needed  an  increase  in  funds,  we  
are  confident  you  could  go  to  a  referendum  and  it  would  pass.    There  is  no  need  to  have  
the  reserves  at  50%.    Plus,  the  District  budgeted  for  a  property  tax  freeze  which  did  not  
happen  and  a  pension  liability  which  also  did  not  happen.  
  
When  reviewing  your  proposed  2017-2018  Strategic  Plan,  we  did  not  see  a  goal  of  cost  
reduction  or  at  the  very  least  a  discussion  about  cost  reduction  or  consolidation  of  
expenses.    We  believe  this  should  be  a  goal  of  every  school  district  to  continually  evolve  
and  look  for  ways  to  reduce  expenses  where  appropriate.    To  not  have  this  as  a  goal  
would  be  unheard  of  in  the  private  sector.  
  
If  the  Board  feels  strongly  that  this  additional  money  is  truly  needed  this  year  please  
justify  why.  The  budget  is  fully  funded  without  the  levy.    We  ask  you  to  not  take  this  
extra  money  this  year  simply  because  you  can.      
  
Thank  you  for  your  time.  
  
Sincerely,  
Stacey  &  Chris  Woehrle	  



Dear  Mr  Fogel,  
  
Thank  you  for  this  email.  We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  
before  the  Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  
on  our  website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Thanks,  
Ray  
  

  
  
  
On  Nov  7,  2017,  at  7:26  AM,  Daniel  Fogel  <danfogel@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Members  of  the  Board  of  Education  -  
  
I  am  writing  to  support  board  action  for  extending  the  levy  as  has  been  the  board's  
practice  in  the  past.  In  2011,  the  community  spoke  loudly  in  favor  of  fiscally  responsible  
community  funded  education  that  emphasized  21st  century  learning  and  that  supported  
instruction  in  foreign  languages,  music,  and  the  arts.  Our  community  reaffirmed  its  
commitment  to  reasonable  class  sizes  while  insisting  that  our  administration  and  board  
of  education  act  responsibly  with  taxpayers'  money.  With  an  ongoing  conversation  in  
District  39  on  our  ability  to  provide  full  day  Kindergarten,  now  is  not  the  time  to  cut  
funding  by  failing  to  fully  extend  the  levy.    
  
My  hope  is  that  the  BOE  will  hear,  weigh,  and  reject  the  small,  but  loud  minority  who  
seem  to  want  to  chip  away  at  community  funded  public  education.  No  one  wants  to  pay  
higher  taxes  and  there  is  no  question  that  our  taxes  have  increased  over  time.  However,  
it  is  critical  in  this  moment  that  we  look  at  both  the  present  and  the  future.  There  is  
uncertainty  in  District  39's  future  receipt  of  both  federal  and  state  money.  To  roll  back  
the  amount  of  local  money  collected  now  would  be  imprudent  and  potentially  damaging  
to  our  children.  
  
In  a  larger  sense,  members  of  the  board  of  education  serve  for  only  a  short  period  of  
time,  but  during  that  time  they  are  stewards  of  the  community.  They  are  part  of  an  
unbroken  chain,  informed  by  the  past,  but  also  responsible  to  future  boards,  and  future  
students  and  tax  payers  to  do  the  right  thing  now.  Please  extend  the  levy  to  the  fullest  
extent  permissible.  
  
Thank  you.  
  
Dan  Fogel  
Wilmette,  IL	  



Dear  Ms  Levine,  
  
Thank  you  for  this  email.  We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  
before  the  Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  
on  our  website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  
  
  
On  Nov  7,  2017,  at  7:38  AM,  Cindy  Levine  <levlamm@gmail.com>  wrote:  
  
D39  BOE  and  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  am  writing  in  support  of  extending  the  annual  tax  levy  in  accordance  with  the  law  and  
with  past  District  practice.  
  
I  was  able  to  watch  the  most  recent  Board  meeting  and,  in  effect  the  conversation  that  
ensued  on  this  topic  is  really  about  whether  you  are  considering  cutting  funding  to  our  
schools,  as  the  annual  tax  levy  is  how  we  ensure  that  we  try  to  keep  up  with  inflation  
and  fund  the  schools,  and  education  of  our  children,  at  the  level  &  manner  that  the  
community  expects.  To  discuss  this  in  any  other  context  is  a  distraction  tactic  and  an  
effort  to  spread  mis-information.  
    
We  have  been  through  the  difficult  times  in  the  past  when  the  district  has  had  to  go  to  a  
tax  payer  referendum  to  increase  spending  beyond  the  tax  levy  and  those  are  long,  
arduous  processes  that  require  the  administration  to  focus  on  things  other  than  the  
education  of  our  children.  Cutting  off  funding  sources  now  will  have  compounded  effect  
over  time,  hastening  the  rate  at  which  the  district  will  either  spend  down  reserves,  or  
have  to  cut  programs/initiatives/personnel  in  order  to  maintain  the  reserve  levels  now  in  
place  (which  are  actually  quite  low  as  a  threshold).  
  
I  am  aware  that  the  District  takes  a  conservative  approach  to  forecasting  future  financial  
scenarios,  and  planned  spending.  This  continues  to  be  the  prudent  approach,  
particularly  with  the  on-going  uncertainty  in  Springfield  -  it  is  smart  to  be  financially  
prudent  as  there  are  myriad  contingencies  that  could  impact  revenue...and,  again  if  the  
district  cuts  funding  now,  any  changes  in  Springfield  will  exacerbate  a  negative  financial  
situation  for  the  District.  
  
I  encourage  you  to  continue  with  the  historical  practice  of  extending  the  levy  as  
reviewed  to  ensure  we  maintain  our  high  educational  standards  &  practices  while  
continuing  to  effectively  manage  the  district  finances  with  a  long-term  perspective  such  
that  we  do  not  have  to  go  back  to  the  community  to  ask  for  an  'above  levy'  tax  increase  
in  the  near  future.  
  
Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  consideration  of  this  topic.  
Regards,  
Cindy  
--    
Cindy  Levine  (Lamm)  
847-256-5249  (H)  
312-296-7754  (C)  



Hello  Ms.  Zordani,  
(Thank  you  Tracy  for  sharing)  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  6,  2017,  at  6:52  PM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Ms.  Zordani  -  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  and  reasoning  regarding  the  D39  
proposed  tax  levy  extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  
we  are  able  to  best  represent.    I  for  one  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  
consider  your  position  and  perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  
again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Thu,  Nov  2,  2017  at  5:07  PM,  Paul  Enright  <paulenright@att.net>  wrote:  
Dear  D39  School  Board  members,  
  
After  viewing  the  school  board  meeting  of  Oct  23,  2017,    We  are  requesting  that  the  
school  board  not  increase  our  property  taxes.    Like  many  other  households  in  this  
community,  we  have  seen  depreciation  of  my  property  values  but  an  increase  of  my  
property  taxes  over  the  past  11  years.    There  are  many  of  our  neighbors  and  friends  in  
Wilmette  who  are  in  more  extreme  situations.  
  
After  watching  Ms.  Buscemi’s  presentation,  we  never  heard  the  answer  to  Ms.  Fabes  
question,  “Do  we  need  the  tax  levy?”    It  sounds  like  the  expenses  have  already  been  
accounted  for  in  your  current  budget.    After  this  year’s  tax  reassessment,  new  home  
construction  and  sales,  and  I  believe  according  to  Ms.  Buscemi,  Mather  House  tax  
revenue,  the  school  board  should  see  more  revenue  anyway.  
  
Please  consider.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Carol  A.  Zordani  
  
PS  In  the  future,  could  Mr.  Steen  (or  whosever  job  it  is)  make  sure  that  all  public  
speakers  and  board  members  speak  loudly  into  their  microphones  as  it  is  very  difficult  
to  hear  some  people.	  



Hello  Ms  Altieri,  
(Thank  you,  Tracy  for  sharing)  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  6,  2017,  at  6:58  PM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Ms.  Altieri  -  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  and  reasoning  regarding  the  D39  
proposed  tax  levy  extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  
we  are  able  to  best  represent.    I  for  one  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  
consider  your  position  and  perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  
again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Fri,  Nov  3,  2017  at  10:25  AM,  smale/altieri  <prcsmale@sbcglobal.net>  wrote:  
To  Whom  It  May  Concern,  
  
I  believe  in  good  schools,  great  neighbourhoods,  and  paying  our  respectful  portion  of  
taxes.  I  have  lived  in  this  town  for  13  years.  We  started  our  children's  education  in  
private  schools  paying  for  their  tuition  independently  while  still  paying  our  taxes,  
knowingly  that  they  were  soley  used  for  D39  schools.  That  was  our  decision  and  we  
understood  our  actions  to  do  so.  After  a  while  we  decided  to  switch  to  D39  public  
schools  because  of  the  amazing  reputation  and  services  they  offered  to  the  kids  
fortunate  to  live  in  this  town.  This  was  a  huge  incentive  but  not  the  only  reason.  The  
market  crashed,  we  hit  a  recession  and  things  slowed  down  at  work.  A  short  while  after,  
D39  raised  our  taxes  based  on  our  property  assessments  meanwhile  our  property  value  
was  at  our  lowest  ,  yet  our  taxes  were  not  compensated  for  that  loss.  Currently  our  
property  taxes  are  at  their  all  time  high  yet  the  value  of  our  house  has  barely  reached  
it’s  original  value.  
  
I’m  all  for  our  tax  money  going  towards  making  our  schools  great  and  keeping  them  
great.  I  do  not  agree  with  doing  a  tax  levy  just  because  you  have  the  option  to  without  
an  agenda,  being  fiscally  responsible,  and  listening  to  your  tax  payers  points.  I  feel  that  
just  raising  taxes  because  you  can  will  in  the  end  drive  people  away  from  this  wonderful  
town.  I  appreciate  all  of  your  hard  time  and  work  in  your  efforts  to  keep  D39  on  top,  just  
ask  that  you  only  make  your  decisions  on  fiscally  necessary  changes.  
  
Thank  you  for  your  time,  
  
Michelle  Altieri	  



Hello  Mr.  O’Brien,  
(Thank  you,  Tracy  for  sharing)  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  its  
decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  before  
both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  
  

  
  
On  Nov  6,  2017,  at  7:00  PM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Mr.  O'Brien  -  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  
extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  we  are  able  to  best  
represent.    I  for  one  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  consider  your  position  and  
perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Mon,  Nov  6,  2017  at  9:27  AM,  Daniel  O'Brien  <dmo777@hotmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Board  Members,  
  
I  am  a  resident  of  Wilmette  and  have  two  children  in  D39.    I  read  in  the  Wilmette  Beacon  that  a  
few  residents  showed  up  to  the  last  Board  meeting  to  complain  about  the  proposed  increase  
in  D39's  tax  levy.    I  do  not  believe  their  views  reflect  the  majority  of  residents.  
  
My  wife  and  I  moved  to  Wilmette  primarily  because  of  its  great  schools.    We  do  not  want  to  see  
any  cuts  in  the  services  our  schools  provide,  nor  any  reduction  in  the  quality  of  education  our  
kids  receive.  We  understand  that  costs  increase  every  year  due  to  inflation,  so  we  expect  that  
D39  will  have  to  raise  more  revenue  to  cover  these  increases.    If  the  Board  fails  to  adjust  
revenue  for  inflation,  it  will  result  in  budget  cuts  that  diminish  the  quality  of  our  schools.      
  
From  what  I  have  observed,  D39  has  been  conservative  in  its  budgeting  and  only  seeks  
revenue  increases  when  necessary.    With  the  situation  in  Springfield,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  
uncertainty  about  school  funding  in  general.    D39  needs  to  make  sure  our  funding  is  sufficient  in  
the  event  that  any  constraints  are  place  on  it  at  the  State  level.    We  need  to  take  care  of  our  
local  schools.  
  
Moreover,  on  the  North  Shore,  we  are  surrounded  by  other  communities  with  strong  schools.    I  
would  hate  to  see  people  bypass  Wilmette  when  looking  to  move  to  the  area  because  of  any  
concern  that  Wilmette  schools  are  lacking  in  quality  when  compared  to  their  peers.  
  
In  sum,  I  strongly  encourage  this  Board  to  vote  for  the  proposed  increase  to  the  tax  levy  in  order  
to  maintain  the  quality  of  our  schools.  
  
Thank  you,  
  
Dan  O'Brien  
1025  Ashland  Avenue	  



From:  Ray  Lechner  <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>  
Subject:  Re:  Don't  Cut  Education  Funding  
Date:  November  6,  2017  at  4:43:19  PM  CST  
To:  Kimberly  Alcantara  <kimberly@alcantaralaw.com>  
  
Hello  Kimberly,  
  

We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
  

  
  

On  Nov  6,  2017,  at  12:53  PM,  Kimberly  Alcantara  <kimberly@alcantaralaw.com>  wrote:  
TO:        D39  Board  Members  
FROM:     Kimberly  Alcantara  
  
  

I  am  writing  to  express  my  support  for  extending  the  levy  consistent  with  past  board  
practice  in  order  to  keep  up  with  cost  of  living  increases,  and  to  prevent  D39  from  falling  
into  a  precarious  position  in  the  foreseeable  future.  Financial  projections  by  the  board  
should  be  conservative  in  nature.  And,  at  this  time,  I  believe  the  failure  to  extend  the  
levy  would  amount  to  malfeasance  by  the  board  given  financial  uncertainties  brewing  in  
Springfield  combined  with  clear  and  foreseeable  increases  in  expenses.  Both  parties  in  
Springfield  have  recently  proposed  a  property  tax  freeze  for  a  duration  ranging  from  two  
to  four  years.  And,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  before  Springfield  shifts  pension  cost  
responsibilities  to  school  districts.  If  D39  were  to  self-impose  a  freeze  this  year,  the  
compounding  effects  of  that  decision  are  obvious  —  and  disastrous  when  combined  
with  actions  by  the  State  legislature  that  could  hamstring  the  district  for  years  to  come.      
  
I  am  particularly  concerned  that  one  board  member  expressed  the  opinion  that  
extending  the  levy  may  not  be  necessary,  while  at  the  same  time  assuring  her  listeners  
that  D39  has  the  money  to  approve  a  major  construction  plan  at  Highcrest.  It  may  be  
that  D39  would  be  financially  solvent  next  year  and  even  the  following  year  without  
extending  the  levy  this  year.  However,  with  or  without  the  uncertainties  presented  by  the  
mess  in  Springfield,  the  failure  to  extend  the  levy  at  this  time  would  place  D39  in  a  
potentially  disastrous  position  within  a  few  short  years  with  the  compounding  effects  of  
such  a  self-imposed  freeze.  It  is  incumbent  upon  board  members  to  consider  the  
financial  stability  of  the  district  for  years  into  the  future  —  not  just  the  years  that  
members  foresee  sitting  on  the  board.  The  idea  of  kicking  the  can  down  the  road,  
leaving  future  board  members  to  deal  with  a  financial  mess,  is  both  distressing  and  
irresponsible.  If  anything,  the  Board  should  be  more  conservative  in  its  projections  —  
targeting  an  operating  fund  balance  of  not  less  than  40%.  
  
Please  safeguard  education  funding  in  our  community,  and  extend  the  levy  to  align  with  
cost  of  living  increases,  as  has  been  the  practice  by  the  Board  in  past  years.  The  failure  
to  extend  the  levy  would  be  a  funding  cut,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  values  and  
desires  of  the  D39  community,  and  would  hurt  property  values  by  scaring  away  
prospective  new  families  who  seek  out  Wilmette  as  a  community  that  holds  the  
education  of  its  students  in  the  highest  regard.  
  
Thank  you.	  



Hello  Leslie,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view,  and  for  reminding  us  of  a  little  history.  
  
We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  information  before  the  Board  makes  
its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  
before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Thanks,  

  
  
On  Nov  6,  2017,  at  8:09  AM,  Leslie  Weyhrich  <weyhrich@comcast.net>  wrote:  
  
Dear  newly  elected  school  board  members:  
I  no  longer  have  kids  in  D-39,  but  I  recognize  the  importance  of  public  education  AND  
its  correlation  to  my  property  values.  Excellent  schools  maintain  consistent  move-ins  
which  helps  to  maintain  strong  property  values.    But  more  important  than  the  sale  price  
of  my  house,  is  our  responsibility  to  educate  future  generations,  as  the  decision  makers  
did  before  us  and  for  us.  
  
The  irony  of  writing  this  letter,  is  that  when  we  were  in  D39  I  felt  that  fiscal  management  
was  too  conservative,  because  it  did  not  allow  for  the  class  sizes  I  thought  were  
appropriate  for  our  community.  We  have  the  largest  class  sizes  of  all  new  trier  feeders  
and  the  least  spending  per  pupil.  Questioning  D39’s  fiscal  management  makes  no  fiscal  
sense  to  me.  
  
This  community  strongly  endorsed  D39’s  fiscal  management  6  years  ago  by  passing  a  
referendum  by  over  60%  voter  approval.    This  past  spring,  once  again,  it  endorsed  all  of  
you  by  voting  for  you  in  a  contested  school  board  race.  This  community  has  elected  you  
to  make  the  decisions  in  your  best  judgement  by  balancing  our  community’s  needs  and  
our  educational  needs.  
  
You  are  going  to  have  a  hearing  on  whether  to  levy  additional  property  tax  based  dollars  
to  meet  the  educational  needs  of  our  school  children.  I  support  the  minimal  increase  in  
my  property  taxes  to  maintain  the  excellence  of  our  schools  AND  maintain  my  property  
value.    I  trust  you  to  make  the  right  fiscal  decisions  in  continuing  the  long  tradition  of  
excellent  schools  in  Wilmette.  And  I  thank  you  for  your  service  to  our  community  and  
our  kids.  
    
Best,  
    
Leslie  Weyhrich  
1018  Elmwood	  



Hello  Beth,  
  
Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.    We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  
information  before  the  Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  
be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  
meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
  
Ray  

  
  
On  Nov  5,  2017,  at  7:54  PM,  Beth  Feeley  <bklfeeley@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Wilmette  District  39  School  Board:  
  
We  write  this  letter  to  ask  you  not  to  extend  the  levy  this  year  for  Wilmette  D39.  
  
We  have  lived  in  Wilmette  for  13  years  and  moved  here  for  the  schools.    We,  like  many  
others,  have  seen  income  levels  stagnate,  home  values  drop  and  taxes  increase.    
  
The  D39  school  system,  on  the  other  hand,  has  increased  its  receipt  of  funds  from  
Wilmette  residents  by  37%  since  2008.      This  is  more  than  three  times  the  rate  of  
inflation  and  with  no  obvious  movement  in  student  outcome.    More  money  is  not  the  
answer.  
  
The  budget  is  fully  funded  without  the  levy.    We  would  ask  that  you  take  a  year  to  allow  
the  money  that  will  be  "forever  lost,”  using  Ms.  Buscemi's  words,  and  leave  it  in  the  
pockets  of  the  Wilmette  taxpayers  who  earned  it  and  who  are  facing  a  33%  increase  in  
state  income  taxes.    The  mindset  that  somehow  you  should  take  as  much  money  as  
possible  just  because  you  can  is  troubling.    I  would  think  that  you  would  ask  for  the  
money  that  is  required  to  run  the  school  in  an  efficient  and  effective  manner,  not  just  
take  in  extra  money  because  the  law  allows  you  to  do  so.        
  
  
Out  of  respect  for  the  people  who  pay  for  teacher  salaries,  for  administrator  salaries  that  
are  higher  than  most  other  school  districts,  and  for  related  retirement  benefits  for  both  
groups  simply  not  to  be  found  in  the  private  sector,  we  ask  that  you  not  to  extend  the  
levy  this  year.    
  
Sincerely,  
Beth  and  Kevin  Feeley	  



Thank  you  for  sharing  your  view.    We  will  be  presenting  a  significant  amount  of  levy  
information  before  the  Board  makes  its  decision  in  December.  This  Levy  information  will  
be  posted  on  our  website  the  Friday  before  both  the  November  &  December  Board  
meetings.  
  
I  appreciate  your  reaching  out  to  us.  
  
Ray  

  
  
  
On  Nov  3,  2017,  at  9:05  PM,  Meg  Joseph  <megjoseph@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Members  of  Wilmette  D39  Board  of  Education,  
  
I  know  the  matter  of  the  2017  Estimate  of  Levy  is  coming  before  the  board  and  I  am  
writing  to  you  all  to  ask  that  you  NOT  increase  the  levy  this  year.    I  realize  that  D39  is  
but  one  of  several  entities  that  draws  from  our  property  taxes,  and  you  alone  cannot  
stop  our  taxes  from  rising.  But  you  can  help.  In  a  year  when  you  could  conceivably  
avoid  increasing  D39's  tax  levy,  the  community  would  be  extremely  grateful  to  see  that  
you  support  the  economic  well-being  of  the  families  in  the  D39  community  as  much  as  
we  support  yours.  
  
In  2011  when  D39  came  to  the  community  and  asked  that  we  pass  a  referendum  to  
increase  taxes  ($6.375  million),  the  support  you  received  was  amazing.    We  all  bought  
into  the  story  that  D39  could  squeeze  nothing  more  from  its  budget  back  in  
2011.    Literally  hundreds  of  parents  (myself  included)  and  kids  worked  to  get  the  
referendum  passed.  The  amount  of  organizing,  phone-calling,  knocking  on  doors,  etc.  
was  tremendous.    There  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  this  is  a  community  that  is  devoted  
to  its  schools.    You  asked  and  we  delivered.  
  
We  are  in  a  different  place  now.    Now  the  families  in  D39  are  being  taxed  left  and  
right.    The  sale  of  homes  in  our  area  has  slowed  to  a  worrisome  pace.    And  one  thing  
we  do  NOT  need  is  another  tax  increase.      
  
I  hope  that  the  D39  BoE  will  consider  this  when  voting  on  the  2017  Estimate  of  Levy.    In  
a  supportive  and  tight-knit  community  like  Wilmette,  it  would  be  reassuring  to  know  that  
our  government  entities  don't  always  vote  to  raise  taxes  just  because  they  can.      
  
Thank  you  for  your  consideration.  
  
Meg  Joseph  
1307  Ashland  Avenue  
Wilmette,  IL  60091	  



Hello  Mr.  Hutchison,  
  
Ms.  Kearney  copied  me  on  this  email.  
  
I  am  copying  the  entire  Board  to  your  email;;  and  providing  a  brief  reply  on  behalf  of  the  
Board.    As  you  know,  the  Board  is  reviewing  its’  annual  Levy  request,  which  gets  
approved  in  December.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your  views  
  
As  the  Board  makes  its  decision,  I  am  working  on  better  communicating  the  tax  levy  
process,  which  is  quite  complicated.    Indeed  we  are  the  largest  government  body  in  
Wilmette,  and  agreed,  we  benefit  from  the  largest  portion  of  local  tax  dollars.    New  Trier  
High  School  shares  funding  will  all  other  township  communities.    In  the  mean  time,  you  
can  find  some  information  on  our  Dashboard  that  may  be  
helpful:    http://www.wilmette39.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_360846/File/Dashboard/in
dex.html      Click  on  Finance  
  
Thank  you  again,  for  sharing  your  views,  

  
  
  
On  Oct  31,  2017,  at  5:48  AM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Mr.  Hutchinson  -  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  
extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  we  are  able  to  best  
represent.    I  for  one  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  consider  your  
position  and  perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
  
On  Fri,  Oct  27,  2017  at  2:52  PM,  Charles  Hutchinson  <cehutchinson@ameritech.net>  
wrote:  
President  Steen,  and  the  District  39  Board,  
    
I  write  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  property  tax  increase.    As  a  father  of  3  grade  
school  aged  children,  I  oppose  any  increase  in  District  39  tax  rate.    With  a  3.502  rate,  
according  to  the  Village  of  Wilmette  webpage,  District  39  is  already  affords  the  highest  
tax  rate  in  our  property  tax  bill,  and  is  12%  higher  than  NT  district  #203.    District  39  
already  has  the  highest  rate  and  highest  percentage  of  revenue  collected  for  any  of  the  
taxing  bodies  in  Wilmette.  https://www.wilmette.com/finance/tax-information/property-
tax/    Enough  is  enough.  
  
  
  
  
    



I  believe  in  well-funded  schools,  but  I  also  believe  that  money  does  not  grow  on  trees  
and  governing  bodies  need  to  work  within  a  reasonable  budget  to  support  both  the  
institution  they  represent,  as  well  as  the  taxpayers  who  fund  the  institutions.    Continually    
relying  on  property  tax  owners  to  contribute  a  larger  and  larger  percentage  of  their  
property  value  is  basically  unfair  to  the  tax  payer.    I  believe  the  board  needs  to  adopt  a  
fiscally  responsible  approach  to  their  budget  making  process  which  includes  the  
understanding  that  as  property  values  rise,  tax  revenues  to  the  school  district  will  also  
rise  naturally.    Increasing  the  tax  rate  will  always  lead  to  the  need  to  increase  the  tax  
rate.    Tough,  but  sensible  budget  decisions  must  be  made  by  the  board  and  those  
decisions  must  include  the  position  of  the  taxpayer.    The  District  39  school  board  must  
not  treat  the  taxpayer  as  an  open  source  of  income,  but  as  a  limited  resource.  
    
    
Respectfully,  
Charles  Hutchinson  
607  9th  St.  
Wilmette	  



Hello  M/M  Loeher,  
  
Ms.  Kearney  copied  me  on  your  email.  
  
I  am  copying  the  entire  Board  to  your  email;;  and  providing  a  brief  reply  on  behalf  of  the  
Board.    As  you  know,  the  Board  is  reviewing  its’  annual  Levy  request,  which  gets  
approved  in  December.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your  views  
  
As  the  Board  makes  its  decision,  I  am  working  on  better  communicating  the  tax  levy  
process,  which  is  quite  complicated.    In  the  mean  time,  you  can  find  some  information  
on  our  Dashboard  that  may  be  
helpful:    http://www.wilmette39.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_360846/File/Dashboard/in
dex.html      Click  on  Finance  
  
Thank  you  again,  for  sharing  your  views,  

  
  
On  Oct  31,  2017,  at  5:54  AM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loeher  -  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  sharing  your  position  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  
extension.    It  is  important  that  we  hear  from  our  constituents  so  that  we  are  able  to  best  
represent.    I  for  one  am  extremely  appreciative  of  your  input  and  will  consider  your  
position  and  perspective  as  we  move  through  this  process.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Tue,  Oct  24,  2017  at  11:38  AM,  Erin  Loeher  <erin.loeher@gmail.com>  wrote:  
D39  Board  Members,  
  
We  live  at  1100  Ashland  Avenue  in  Wilmette  and  we  are  very  concerned  about  the  plan  
to  proposed  an  additional  levy  on  property  taxes.  First  of  all,  we’d  like  to  understand  
what  the  purpose  or  demonstrated  "need”  is  for  this  funds.  Secondly,  we  have  not  seen  
enough  evidence  that  an  effort  has  been  made  to  reduce  the  administrative  overhead  
for  District  39.  
  
We  already  joke  when  we  walk  around  the  neighborhood  that  a  For  Sale  sign  goes  in  
the  ground  about  2.5  seconds  after  you  see  a  New  Trier  Graduate  sign,  without  fail.  
  
Our  property  taxes  are  among  the  highest  in  the  nation  and  we  need  to  reverse  that  
trend,  not  perpetuate  it.  We  oppose  the  levy  and  appreciate  every  effort  that  you  can  
make  to  be  judicious  about  these  hard  earned  tax  dollars.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Erin  and  Chuck  Loeher	  



Hello  Carrie,  
  
Ms.  Kearney  copied  me  on  your  email.  
  
I  am  copying  the  entire  Board  to  your  email;;  and  providing  a  brief  reply  on  behalf  of  the  
Board.    As  you  know,  the  Board  is  reviewing  its’  annual  Levy  request,  which  gets  
approved  in  December.  Thank  you  for  sharing  your  kind  words!  
  
As  the  Board  makes  its  decision,  I  am  working  on  better  communicating  the  tax  levy  
process,  which  is  quite  complicated.    In  the  mean  time,  you  can  find  some  information  
on  our  Dashboard  that  may  be  
helpful:    http://www.wilmette39.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_360846/File/Dashboard/in
dex.html      Click  on  Finance  
  
Thank  you  again,  for  sharing  your  views  
  

  
  
On  Oct  31,  2017,  at  10:36  AM,  Tracy  Kearney  <kearneyt@wilmette39.org>  wrote:  
Dear  Carrie  -  
  
Thank  you  very  much  for  your  input  regarding  the  D39  proposed  tax  levy  extension  and  
all  of  the  kind  words  -  I  for  one,  really  appreciated  them.    Thank  you  again  -  
  
Sincerely,  
Tracy  Kearney  
  
On  Fri,  Oct  27,  2017  at  1:28  PM,  Carrie  Palmer  <carriemgarcia@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
Dear  D39  Board,  
  
I  saw  a  note  on  Nextdoor  encouraging  residents  to  write  to  all  of  you  with  "concerns  
about  our  property  taxes."  While  residents  are  certainly  free  to  express  their  opinions  to  
you  (and  anyone  else)  on  taxes,  I  instead  thought  I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  
you  all  for  your  tireless  efforts  on  behalf  of  our  children  and  the  entire  district.  Yours  is  a  
difficult,  time-consuming,  and  often  thankless  (unpaid)  job,  yet  one  that  makes  such  an  
incredible  difference  in  our  community.  I,  like  many  people  I  know,  moved  to  Wilmette  in  
large  part  because  of  excellent  public  schools  -  a  reputation  I  have  found  well-deserved  
in  the  six  years  that  my  children  have  been  in  the  district.  Running  a  top  district  costs  
real  money  -  and  review  of  the  budgets  have  shown  time  and  time  again  that  D39  
delivers  excellent  education  in  an  efficient  manner.  I  greatly  appreciate  the  thoughtful  
approach  and  the  unique  perspectives  each  of  you  bring  to  the  Board,  and  I  am  beyond  
grateful  for  all  that  you  do!  
  
Sincerely,  
Carrie  Palmer	  



I  wanted  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  email,  and  thank  you  for  sharing.  
  

  
  
On  Oct  26,  2017,  at  2:41  PM,  Kathleen  Myalls  <myalls@sbcglobal.net>  wrote:  
  
Dear  Members  of  the  Wilmette  District  39  School  Board;;  
  
I  write  this  letter  to  ask  you  not  to  increase  the  tax  levy  -  and,  by  association,  our  taxes  -  
again  this  year.    
  
Over  the  last  10  years,  Wilmette  property  values  fell  substantially,  and,  according  to  
Crain's  Chicago  Business,  are  still  down  5.4%  from  the  2007  high.      
  
Despite  this,  our  property  taxes  have  increased  year  over  year,  and  Illinois  now  has  the  
2nd-highest  property  taxes  in  the  country.  Illinois  residents  face  a  33%  increase  in  
income  taxes  in  the  coming  year.  This  is  on  top  of  the  rapidly  escalating  property  taxes  
we  pay,  which  have  increased  from  about  1.3%  of  our  home's  value  to  2.5%,  almost  
double  relative  to  our  homes'  values.  
  
It  is  no  secret  that  Illinois  is  losing  residents  at  a  rate  of  approximately  1  every  5  
minutes,  and  higher  income  earners  are  leaving  at  greater  rates.  Homes  in  Wilmette  are  
on  the  market  longer  than  they  ever  have  been,  because  buyers  see  the  numbers  and  
understand  that  they  pay  for  their  home  twice  over  the  life  of  the  average  30-year  loan:  
once  for  the  mortgage,  and  again  through  property  taxes.  Sellers  are  not  even  
recouping  what  they  paid  for  their  homes  in  the  last  7-10  years,  let  alone  seeing  any  
return  on  that  investment.    
  
The  school  board  cannot  alone  reign  in  property  taxes  to  a  more  manageable  level,  but  
the  school  board  can  tell  its  residents  now  that  the  board  understands  the  burden  we  
face  in  this  state,  and  that  we  will,  at  least  for  this  one  year,  get  a  slight  reprieve.    
  
It  is  not  necessary  to  spend  at  D39  levels  to  obtain  the  best  student  outcomes.  
Washington  Academy,  in  Rockford,  has  30%  of  its  students  on  subsidized  meals,  
spends  almost  $2700  less  per  student  than  we  do  (and  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of  
their  spending  is  instructional  as  opposed  to  administrative),  has  a  smaller  average  
class  size  (20  vs.  24),  but  is  ranked  7th  in  the  state  (here:Illinois  School  Rankings),  vs.  
28th  in  the  state  for  the  best  D39  School.    
  This  is  not  an  anomaly.  Naperville  (#10  school  in  state  is  in  the  district)  spends  a  little  
less  per  student,  but  pays  its  teachers  more  (because  it  pays  the  administrators  less),  
and  has  smaller  class  size  (23  v.  24).    
  
Deerfield:  (#15  school  is  in  this  district):  spends  $1200  more  per  student,  but  64%  of  
that  (vs.  60%  for  Wilmette)  goes  to  instructional  as  opposed  to  administrative  spending.  
The  classes  are  smaller  (20  vs.  24).  Teachers  and  administrators  are  paid  less  than  
ours.    



  
Lisbon  (#3  school)  spends  $9,226  per  student  (!!),  and  has  a  class  size  of  12.  Teacher  
retention  is  at  94%  despite  the  average  salary  being  less  than  50%  of  Wilmette  
teachers.    
  
Interestingly,  according  to  at  least  one  source  I  found,  Wilmette  teachers  -  despite  being  
paid  more  than  any  of  these  districts  except  Naperville  -  have  by  far  the  lowest  
attendance  rate,  with  only  68%  of  teachers  absent  10  days  or  less.  Compare  that  to  
Rockford  (77%),  Lisbon  (100%)(!!),  Naperville  (98%)  (apparently  appreciative  of  that  
higher  salary),  and  Deerfield  (74%).  Why  is  teacher  absenteeism  so  high???  Are  they  
held  to  account  for  this?  
  
In  sum,  despite  its  highest  school  being  28th,  Wilmette  spends  more  per  student  than  all  
but  one  of  these  districts,  pays  its  teachers  more  than  all  but  one  (different)  district,  pays  
its  administrators  WAY  more  than  all  other  districts,  has  the  largest  class  size,  and  the  
lowest  teacher  attendance  rates.  
  
Of  course  the  cost  of  living  in  Rockford  and  Lisbon  is  far  below  the  cost  of  living  in  
Wilmette,  but  the  same  is  not  true  of  Naperville  or  Deerfield,  and  the  differences  in  cost  
of  living  do  not  account  entirely  for  the  difference  in  spending.    
  
If  despite  these  facts,  the  board  will  elect  to  proceed  with  the  increase,  I  call  on  the  
district  to  identify  specifically  the  reasons  we  must  increase  the  budget,  especially  in  
light  of  the  fact  that  the  school  board  anticipated  a  property  tax  freeze  and  pension  
pickup,  neither  of  which  has  happened.    
  
The  school  district's  spending  has  far  outstripped  inflation,  with  no  appreciable  
improvement  in  student  outcome  (but  significant  improvement  in  teacher  and  
administrator  salaries,  which  also  (why??)  outstripped  inflation).  I  remind  you  that  
Wilmette  residents  -  the  ones  paying  95%+  of  the  school  district  costs  -  have  not  been  
so  fortunate,  as  our  incomes  have  not  even  kept  pace  with  inflation,  let  alone  exceeded  
it.    
  
Please  reconsider  your  proposed  increase.  
  
  Kathy  Myalls  
Wilmette  Resident  
  



  
  
  
Good  Morning  Ms.  Abbott,  
  
Thank  you  for  your  email.    We  appreciate  your  comments  and  questions.  
  
First  of  all,  I  want  to  address  your  comments  about  band.    There  is  currently  a  strategic  
plan  goal  for  the  District  to  examine  programming  for  band  and  orchestra,  which  
includes  moving  the  entire  band  and  orchestra  program  in-house  for  D39,  examining  the  
scheduling  of  sectionals,  and  possibilities  for  moving  band  and  orchestra  into  the  school  
day.  
  
Thank  you  also  for  voicing  your  concerns  about  the  use  of  the  iPad  at  school.    Please  
see  my  responses  below:  
  
1     As  a  part  of  the  English  Language  Arts  review,  the  district  has  implemented  

Words  Their  Way.    This  is  a  research-based  approach  to  spelling,  phonics  and  
vocabulary  building  that  takes  into  account  stages  of  development  and  
instructional  levels.    The  research  behind  this  approach  indicates  that  
memorization  of  spelling  words  does  not  promote  the  development  of  spelling  
skills  and  the  goal  of  the  program  is  for  students  to  be  able  to  transfer  the  
knowledge  to  their  writing.    In  word  study,  teachers  encourage  students  to  
compare  and  contrast  features  of  words.    One  common  method  is  to  have  
students  engaged  in  word  sorts.    When  sorting,  students  use  their  word  
knowledge  to  separate  examples  that  go  together  from  those  that  do  not.    This  
allows  students  to  make  generalizations  about  words  and  transfer  it  to  new  
words.    This  strategy  actively  engages  students  in  their  learning  of  spelling  
patterns  and  builds  vocabulary.  
  

2   While  the  iPad  is  used  in  PE  classes  occasionally,  it  is  for  the  purposes  of  
enhancing  student  ability  to  self  assess  and  correct  form  and  skills.  The  use  of  
the  iPad  to  video  different  skills  aids  students  in  understanding  their  own  
performance  and  helps  them  improve  their  skills  (for  example,  serving  the  
volleyball).    Students  take  turns  filming  each  other.    Then  they  provide  
commentary  based  on  the  video  in  a  self-evaluative  way  to  demonstrate  their  
understanding  of  skills  and  ability  to  use  form.    This  use  of  the  iPad  is  brief,  and  
generally  the  device  is  not  used  for  even  an  entire  class  period.    As  is  the  
practice  in  PE  classes,  students  always  participate  in  a  warm  up,  and  have  
additional  physical  activities  planned  throughout  the  class  (without  use  of  the  
iPad).    Generally  students  use  the  iPads  while  standing  up  (to  video),  and  they  
hold  them  a  distance  from  their  bodies.    Rarely  are  the  devices  close  to  their  
heads  or  in  their  laps.    We  support  our  teachers  in  using  technology  as  integrated  
for  student  assessment.    Self  assessment  is  an  essential  part  of  a  
comprehensive  assessment  program,  and  utilizing  photo  and  video  to  document  
performance  is  an  approved  way  to  integrate  technology  into  this  process.  
  
  



  
  

3   Teachers  often  use  pencil  and  paper  when  brainstorming  ideas  or  taking  
notes.    Additionally,  students  can  choose  to  use  a  stylus  with  their  iPad,  
simulating  the  same  action  as  writing  with  paper  and  pencil,  only  doing  so  
electronically.    All  of  our  teachers  provide  students  with  a  paper/pencil  option,  as  
we  know  that  the  iPad  is  not  the  right  fit  for  every  student.    Various  note  taking  
strategies  are  taught  throughout  the  5-8  school  sequence,  and  many  teachers  do  
provide  notes  or  guided  notes  for  students  to  support  their  learning.    We  provide  
strategies  such  as  creating  outlines,  understanding  text  features,  or  annotating  
reading  selections,  for  students  to  choose  from  when  doing  classwork.     
  

4   	 The  iPad  itself  was  selected  for  a  few  reasons.  First,  as  you  stated,  New  Trier  
endorses  the  iPad  as  the  tool  of  choice,  and  as  such,  having  a  common  
experience  for  students  and  parents  was  desired  at  the  time  the  program  was  
planned.  The  iPad  is  lightweight  and  portable,  making  it  easy  to  carry  from  class  
to  class.  Also,  the  iPad  is  considered  to  be  a  strong  content  creation  device.  As  
we  place  an  emphasis  on  the  4  C’s  (communication,  collaboration,  critical  
thinking,  creativity),  a  tablet  with  apps  supports  those  skills  well.  Laptops  are  
available  for  teacher  use  by  checkout  if  the  assignment  lends  itself  better  for  that  
tool.  Related,  we’re  exploring  keyboard  use  this  year.  We  want  to  see  how  
important  having  one  is  for  students,  teachers,  and  parents.  Those  findings  will  
help  us  determine  if  they  get  purchased  for  classrooms  and  if  they  are  a  part  of  
the  cases  going  forward.  

  
In  all  content  areas  the  4C’s  are  integral  to  planning  and  instruction.  Teachers  work  
hard  to  enhance  student  experiences  in  problem  solving  and  critical  thinking  through  
providing  performance-based  assessment  opportunities,  where  students  collaborate  
with  groups  and  develop  solutions  to  problems.    Classroom  discussions  provide  
opportunities  for  students  to  collaborate,  debate,  and  challenge  one  another’s  
thinking.    Inquiry-based  units  in  science,  social  studies,  and  math  provide  students  
opportunities  to  investigate  questions  at  a  deeper  level,  and  research  the  solutions  to  
problems  that  are  happening  in  their  community  (i.e.  how  to  become  a  more  sustainable  
school  environment  and  improve  green  practices  school-wide).    We  are  confident  that  
our  curriculum  leaves  our  students  prepared  for  a  world  beyond  District  39.  While  
technology  is  integrated  throughout  these  experiences,  we  believe  that  devices  are  an  
important  tool  for  learning...as  important  as  paper,  pencils,  notebooks,  and  
textbooks.    This  technology  integration  is  only  one  part  of  a  larger  experience,  not  the  
sole  provider  of  individual  opportunities.  
  
Thanks,  

  
  



  
  
On  Oct  22,  2017,  at  11:58  AM,  shoremedia@aol.com  wrote:  
Dr.  Lechner,  Jon  and  Mark,  
Please  see  the  letter  below.    I  have  also  sent  it  as  an  attachment  in  Pages  and  Word  so  
that  it  is  easier  to  read  and/or  print.  I  hope  this  is  isn't  reaching  you  too  late  for  the  
upcoming  meeting.  
  
Thank  you  very  much.  
Sincerely  yours,  
Lynne  Abbott  
  
  
October  22,  2017    
  
Dear  Dr.  Lechner,  
  
I  first  want  to  thank  you  for  all  that  you  did  to  make  the  later  start  time  at  the  Junior  High  
a  reality.    The  extra  1/2  hour  of  sleep  that  my  trumpet-playing  8th  grader  gets  is  much  
appreciated.    I  am  still  hopeful  that  by  the  time  my  now  5th  graders  enter  7th  grade,  
morning  band  practice  might  be  incorporated  into  the  school  day.    I  firmly  believe  that  
the  parents  of  7th  and  8th  grade  committed  band  students  would  be  willing  to  forego  
their  related  arts  classes  for  more  sleep  and  for  their  kids  ability  to  focus  more  on  their  
instruments.  So  many  band  students  drop  out  because  of  the  early  morning  practices  
which  is  a  shame  since  playing  an  instrument  is  something  one  can  do  through  college  
and  for  the  rest  of  one’s  life!  
Secondly,  I  want  to  express  my  concern  about  how  the  Ipads  are  being  used,  especially  
in  5th  grade.  Here  are  the  three  main  issues  that  I’d  like  to  address:  
  
1  Spelling  deficiences  highlighted  with  Ipad  use.  
2  Ipad  use  in  PE  classes.  
3  The  importance  of  using  pencil  and  paper  for  ideation  and  that  laptops  are  better  for  

for  learning  typing  skills.  
  
  
1   Last  year  in  4th  grade,  the  elementary  schools  across  the  district  stopped  using  

the  spelling  book  that  my  older  child  used  and  instead  implemented  “Words  Their  
Way.”    Perhaps  this  spelling  program  would  have  been  successful  if  instituted  in  
1st  grade.    However,  our  now  5th  graders  (we  have  twins)  are  way  behind  in  
spelling  compared  to  where  their  8th  grade  older  brother  was  3  years  ago.    In  
fact,  their  grammer  and  spelling  skills  are  quite  concerning.    Now  that  the  
students  are  using  Ipads  with  self  correct,  how  will  these  kids  learn  to  spell  
correctly  using  their  brains  and  sounding  out  the  words?    It  is  my  hope  that  you  
will  consider  looking  into  bringing  spelling  and  vocabulary  back  into  the  middle  
shool  throughout  each  House  on  a  consistent  basis.    Considering  all  the  
advantages  these  children  have,  and  with  the  fancy  learning  commons  in  some  
of  the  schools,  it  is  embarassing  that  the  kids  are  deficient  in  basic,  old-fashioned  
skills.  



  
  
  
  
(2)  It  has  come  to  our  attention  that  Ipads  are  being  used  in  the  5th  grade  PE  classes  in  
an  effort  to  acclimate  the  students  better  with  their  new  devices.  Aside  from  the  fact  that  
being  on  a  device  all  day  is  not  healthy  for  kids,  why  do  they  need  to  film  each  other  
throwing  a  ball?    Can’t  the  kids  have  a  break  from  academics  and  focus  on  using  their  
physical  bodies?  Using  Ipads  in  PE  is  unnecessary  and  imprudent.    There  are  all  kinds  
of  studies  that  IPADs  and  smart  phones  shouldn’t  be  on  laps,  carried  in  pockets  or  near  
the  head  because  of  the  radiation  they  emit.    If  our  children  need  to  have  Ipads,  please  
consider  limiting  them  to  areas  of  academics  where  they  can  actually  be  of  
benefit.    Physical  Education  class  does  not  seem  to  fit  that  bill.  
  
(3)  I  urge  you  to  consider  having  the  kids  use  pencil  and  paper  when  brainstorming,  
developing  ideas,  and  writing.  (Some  teachers  are  more  apt  to  do  this  than  
others.)    Children  need  to  know  how  to  write  in  a  world  where  auto  correct  is  not  always  
the  norm.  (even  if  it  is.)    Moreover,  it  has  also  come  to  our  attention  from  our  8th  grader  
that  these  kids  are  not  learning  how  to  take  notes  on  their  own.    They  are  occasionaly  
given  prepared  study  guides  to  fill  out.    Note  taking  is  an  important  skill  for  knowledge  
retention  and  idea  building  whether  used  in  a  lecture  or  business  meeting.    Lastly,  in  
elementary  school  the  kids  took  keyboarding,  and  now  they  use  Ipads.    I’m  just  curious  
as  to  why  the  district  (and  New  Trier)  invested  in  Ipads  and  not  laptops  when  most  
offices  use  computers  and  kids  in  college  need  to  type  their  papers  to  print  from  a  
computer.    
  
The  reason  my  husband  and  I  are  bringing  these  issues  to  your  attention  is  because  we  
want  the  kids  to  leave  the  district  with  sound  fundamental  education  and  problem  
solving  skills  as  well  as  critical  thinking  skills—  skills  that  will  help  our  kids  compete  in  a  
diverse  world  and  flourish  as  young  adults.    The  problem  with  the  overreliance  on  
software  and  personal  computing  hardware  is  that  it  does  too  much  thinking  and  
processing  in  place  of  the  exercise  and  development  of  young  brains.    We  are  not  
saying  eliminate  the  devices,  just  be  more  parsimonious  about  where,  when  and  how  
they  are  used.        
  
I  would  appreciate  your  and  the  school  board’s  thoughts  on  these  issues.  
Thank  you  for  your  time.  
  
Sincerely  yours,  
Lynne  Abbott	  



Hello  Sylvie,  
  
Thank  you  for  this  feed-back  and  suggestions,  as  well  as  the  resources  you  have  
included.    I  understand  your  comments  about  operational  excellence;;  I  wanted  to  clarify  
that  D39  serves  more  than  2,000  students.    We  provide  education  and  support  to  over  
3,600  students.    I  will  review  the  resources  you  have  provided  and  share  them  as  well.  
  
Thank  you,  
  
Ray  

  
  
On  Oct  24,  2017,  at  9:07  AM,  Sylvie  Légère  <sylvielegere@gmail.com>  wrote:  
Dear  Board  Members,    
Thank  you  for  presenting  the  proposed  strategic  plan.  
  
I  have  the  following  comments:  
-  The  Strategic  Plan  should  include  a  goal  in  terms  of  operational  excellence  and  
efficiency.    Can  you  set  a  goal  of  reducing  administrative  costs  and  that  you  seek  to  
collaborate  administratively  with  D37  and  other  New  Trier  districts  to  achieve  
organizational  efficiencies?    Could  we  look  into  creating  "expertise  centers"  within  each  
districts  that  can  be  shared  e.g.  curriculum  design,  facilities  management,  technology  
etc.    Furthermore,  the  strategic  plan  should  contain  measurable  goals  in  terms  of  
improving  academic  performance  of  our  students.    
  
-  Our  taxes  are  high  here  in  Wilmette  (overall  in  Illinois),  let's  avoid  another  tax  increase  
and  seek  to  reduce  administrative  costs  of  the  district.    This  is  a  small  district  of  2,000  
customers,  surely  overhead  can  be  reduced  by  making  everyone's  job  more  efficient.  
  
-  On  personalized  learning  -  is  the  CRC  investigating  the  creation  of  a  completely  
separate  program  within  D39,  to  which  kids  could  sign  up?  the  CRC  should  look  into  the  
Zuckerberg  Initiative  -  Summit  Schools  Platform.    Here's  the  excerpt  from  the  
website:  Summit  Public  Schools.  Our  team  is  working  on  the  Summit  Learning  
Platform,  a  free  online  tool  that  empowers  teachers  to  customize  instruction  to  meet  the  
needs  of  each  student  and  for  students  to  learn  at  their  own  pace.  This  product  was  
created  by  one  of  our  grantees,  Summit  Public  Schools,  a  network  of  schools  that  take  
a  personalized  approach  to  teaching  and  learning.  Thousands  of  educators  around  the  
country  are  already  using  the  Summit  Learning  model  to  connect  students’  long-term  
objectives  to  daily  class  work,  discover  how  each  student  learns  best  and  create  
engaging  real-world  projects.  It  allows  students  to  pace  themselves  and  helps  teachers  
set  more  meaningful  goals.    
  



-  On  parent  engagement  and  consultation  -  it  would  be  great  if  you  looked  into  using  
a  tool  such  as  MindMixer.com  to  fully  control  the  consultation  with  parents  beyond  the  
school  board  meeting.  MindMixer  provides  analytics  on  the  location  of  respondents  to  
surveys,  questions  etc.    This  platform  may  be  a  way  to  give  a  voice  to  all  families  and  
enable  the  district  to  manage  more  efficiently  communications  and  engagement  of  
parents  and  residents.  Here's  the  link:    https://www.mindmixer.com/  
  
Thanks,    
  
Sylvie  Légère  
Resident  of  D39  and  Parent  of  an  8th  grader,  and  6th  grader.	  



  
  
Hello  Beth,  
  
I  believe  that  some  of  your  inquiry  was  answered  at  the  October  Board  meeting.  
However,  I  will  clarify  in  this  email.    I’d  like  to  begin  with  your  last  question.    There  is  no  
written  policy  regarding  when  written  communication  gets  posted  with  the  monthly  
Board  Agenda.    Rather,  my  practice  is  to  post  written  communication,  when  I  provide  a  
written  response.  As  you  may  have  observed,  there  is  a  written  response  from  me,  to  
every  email  posted  under  written  communication.  However,  my  response  time  to  an  
email  varies  depending  on  the  individual  request/comment.    At  times  a  written  
communication  requires,  a  simple,  “thank  you.”  At  other  times,  a  more  detailed  
response  from  me  is  required.  I  give  myself  a  maximum  of  a  week  to  respond,  and  then  
post.    Board  packets  are  posted  the  Friday  before  a  Board  meeting,  and  we  finalize  
documents  on  Thursday,  before  the  Monday  meeting.  
  
Next,  regarding  your  first  question,  I  believe  this  was  discussed  at  the  October  23rd  
Board  meeting.  In  fact,  the  Strat  Plan  was  adjusted  to  include  all  children  being  
bullied.    The  Board  made  a  concious  effort  not  to  single  out  any  one  group,  rather  to  
apply  our  bullying  practices  across  every  child.  
  
In  response  to  your  question  about  training  materials  for  Social  Emotional  Learning  
(SEL),  the  current  SEL  curriculum  is  Second  Step  (EC-8th).  We  use  the  materials  
provided  by  Second  Step  for  each  grade  level.  With  respect  to  teacher  training,  Illinois  
does  have  many  required  and  recommended  trainings  for  districts  to  provide.  However,  
only  some  are  related  to  SEL.  Some  examples  are  mental  illness  and  suicide  
prevention,  teen  dating  violence,  blood-borne  pathogens,  and  the  newly  required  bias  
training.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  District  administration  to  determine  the  best  method  to  
provide  this  training  for  staff.  Sometimes  D39  staff  provide  training,  and  other  times  we  
contract  with  outside  agencies  or  organizations.  Typically,  these  teacher  trainings  do  not  
include  specific  books,  reading  materials  or  handouts,  instead  the  featured  
presentations  reference  research  and  other  online  resources.    
  
As  you  likely  know  the  Second  Step  program  is  under  review.  A  committee  made  up  of  
teachers  and  administrators  (the  RtI  SEL  Committee)  has  been  organized  to  evaluate  
the  materials  (Second  Step)  used  for  Social  Emotional  Learning  in  District  39.    This  is  
addressed  in  the  2017-2018  Strategic  Plan.    The  committee  will  be  reviewing  current  
materials  for  effectiveness,  and  will  be  exploring  options  to  improve  the  effectiveness  of  
the  curriculum  in  the  classroom  with  all  of  our  students.    The  selection  of  curriculum  is  
the  responsibility  of  our  teachers  and  administrators  as  they  have  the  expertise  and  
experience  to  effectively  evaluate  different  curricular  options.    Once  the  committee  has  
completed  their  work,  there  will  be  a  Board  presentation  which  will  detail  
recommendations  for  improvement.  
  
Finally,  thank  you  for  the  additional  resources  you  provided,  we  will  review.  
  
Ray  
  
  
  



On  Oct  19,  2017,  at  10:01  AM,  Beth  Feeley  <bklfeeley@yahoo.com>  wrote:  
  
Dear  Ray,  
  
Thanks  for  your  email.    There  are  a  few  questions  that  you  had  not  answered  so  I  am  
following  up  again.    

1.   How  is  the  school  board  and  administration  addressing  the  results  from  
the  2017  school  climate  survey,  particularly  the  findings  that  teachers,  
students  and  parents  report  that  kids  with  conservative  views  are  being  
harassed?    

2.   How  will  you  provide  transparency  in  reviewing  training  materials  for  social  
emotional  learning?      Who  selects  and  approves  the  training  materials?  

I  would  also  extend  that  question  about  training  materials  now  to  include  "bias  training",  
now  that  IL  state  law  requires  teachers  to  receive  this  type  of  training:  
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=100-0014  
  
I  will  note  that  it's  interesting  that  the  IL  General  Assembly  mandates  this  training  in  light  
of  conflicting  research  on  the  reliability  of  the  IAT  and  the  lack  of  linkage  between  bias  
and  discriminatory  behavior:  
http://www.chronicle.com/article/Can-We-Really-Measure-Implicit/238807  
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-false-science-of-implicit-bias-1507590908  
  
I  hope  the  board,  administration  and  those  selecting  training  materials  will  take  great  
care  to  ensure  the  training  itself  is  not  biased.      
  
Related  to  this  area,  I  also  find  it  interesting  that  our  IL  state  school  superintendent  
would  recommend  SPLC's  Teaching  Tolerance  in  light  of  continued  media  coverage  of  
SPLC's  significant  bias  as  an  organization  and  their  shady  financial  structure:  
  
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/new-report-finds-southern-poverty-law-center-
pours-millions-into-offshore-accounts/article/2633194  
  
https://www.prageru.com/courses/political-science/anti-hate-group-hate-group  
  
https://www.wsj.com/articles/what-its-like-to-be-smeared-by-the-southern-poverty-law-
center-1505171221  
  
I  realize  that  some  media  outlets  quote  SPLC,  but  they  have  also  been  widely  
discredited  by  others.  This  indicates  that  materials  from  less  controversial  organizations  
should  be  explored.    
  
Finally,  at  the  August  board  meeting  you  had  said  that  written  communication  needed  to  
be  submitted  a  week  ahead  of  time  to  make  it  into  the  board  packet  but  I  haven't  been  
able  to  find  that  policy  on  the  district  website.    Could  you  please  direct  me  to  where  I'd  
find  that  information?    
  
Sincerely,  
Beth  Feeley  
	  



Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Do NOT raise the levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:42 PM
Cc: Joe Zuercher <joe.zuercher@yahoo.com>, Raymond Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Zuercher,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 10:17 PM, Tracy Kearney <kearneyt@wilmette39.org> wrote:
Dear Mr. Zuercher,

Thank you very much for sharing your position and rationale regarding the New Trier extending their levy.  Just to
clarify though, you are writing D39 (Wilmette K-8 feeder school to New Trier) Board of Education members.  I want to
make sure that if you were intending to write New Trier, you wrote the wrong District (it happens!) and therefore need
to resend your email to New Trier.  D39 is also proposing a levy extension, so if you did mean to write us, D39
Wilmette, and not New Trier but inadvertently typed New Trier (it happens too!) you have sent your email to the right
place.  For the purpose of this response, I will assume you meant D39.  Again, if not, you need to resend your email
to New Trier and ignore my response! 

Thank you very much for sharing your position and rationale regarding the D39 tax levy extension.  It is important
that we hear from our constituents so that we are able to best represent.  I am appreciative of your input and will
consider your position and perspective as we move through this process.  Thank you again -

Sincerely,
Tracy Kearney
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On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 6:02 AM, Joe Zuercher <joe.zuercher@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear Madams and Sirs,

New Trier is already one of the best high schools in the nation.  It has great facilities and faculty.  There is no need
to gild the lily. 

What you really should consider is the needs of the entire community of Winnetka, Wilmette and Kenilworth. Why
grab more money when there are greater needs elsewhere?

I know you are focused on New Trier, but please widen your view and show some fiscal responsibility.

Joe Zuercher
Wilmette, IL

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Re: Do NOT raise the levy
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:38 AM
To: Paul Enright <paulenright@att.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Zordani,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 2, 2017 at 5:07 PM, Paul Enright <paulenright@att.net> wrote:
Dear D39 School Board members,

After viewing the school board meeting of Oct 23, 2017,  We are requesting that the school board
not increase our property taxes.  Like many other households in this community, we have seen
depreciation of my property values but an increase of my property taxes over the past 11 years. 
There are many of our neighbors and friends in Wilmette who are in more extreme situations.

After watching Ms. Buscemi’s presentation, we never heard the answer to Ms. Fabes question,
“Do we need the tax levy?”  It sounds like the expenses have already been accounted for in your
current budget.  After this year’s tax reassessment, new home construction and sales, and I
believe according to Ms. Buscemi, Mather House tax revenue, the school board should see more
revenue anyway.
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Please consider.

Sincerely,

Carol A. Zordani

PS In the future, could Mr. Steen (or whosever job it is) make sure that all public speakers and
board members speak loudly into their microphones as it is very difficult to hear some people.
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:26 PM
To: Yulish Family <yulishfamily@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Yulish,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 3:46 PM, Yulish Family <yulishfamily@comcast.net> wrote:

D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of extending the annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with past
District practice. I was able to watch the most recent Board meeting and, In effect the
conversation that ensued on this topic is really about whether you are considering cutting funding
to our schools, as the annual tax levy is how we ensure that we try to keep up with inflation and
fund the schools, and education of our children, at the level & manner that the community
expects. To discuss this in any other context is a distraction tactic and an effort to spread
misinformation.

We have been through the difficult times in the past when the district has had to go to a tax payer
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referendum to increase spending beyond the tax levy and those are long, arduous processes that
require the administration to focus on things other than the education of our children. Cutting off
funding sources now will have compounded effect over time, hastening the rate at which the
district will either spend down reserves, or have to cut programs/initiatives/personnel in order to
maintain the reserve levels now in place (which are actually quite low as a threshold).

I am aware that the District takes a conservative approach to forecasting future financial
scenarios, and planned spending. This continues to be the prudent approach, particularly with the
on-going uncertainty in Springfield - it is smart to be financially prudent as there are myriad
contingencies that could impact revenue...and, again if the district cuts funding now, any changes
in Springfield will exacerbate a  negative financial situation for the District..

I encourage you to continue with the historical practice of extending the levy as reviewed to
ensure we maintain our high educational standards & practices while continuing to effectively
manage the district finances with a long-term perspective such that we do not have to go back to
the community to ask for an 'above levy' tax increase in the near future.

As an additional point to add here - there is no taxing body I have more confidence and faith in as
far as being careful stewards of tax dollars than i do for D39. I know that this organization is
thoughtful & prudent in consideration of spending, both in planning for near-in and longer term, to
meet the needs of the students, expectations of the community and financial situation of the
community tax payers who support public education.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Amy Yulish
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Fwd: PLEASE DON'T RAISE THE TAX LEVY AGAIN!!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:20 PM
To: Laura Yamaguchi <Ldavisyama@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Yamaguchi,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 12:46 PM, Laura Yamaguchi <Ldavisyama@comcast.net> wrote:
(Note: This letter went to all other board members - resending due to address error)

>
>
> Dear Wilmette District 39 Board of Education,
>
> We are current residents of Wilmette and have lived here since 1994.
>
> I am writing to you to ask that you please not raise the levy and taxes on Wilmette residents in
2018.
>
> We would like to stay in the district after our youngest child leaves for college; but we are being
“taxed out” of the district. After speaking with many other D39 residents, (both young families and
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older ones) over the years regarding this issue, it is apparent that the concern and upset over the
ever increasing tax burden is broad.
>
> If you keep raising taxes so much that new buyers (and the elderly) are taxed out of this
community, housing demand and property values will fall; and this will undermine the tax base for
our schools in future years.
>
> Higher property taxes are not the answer.
>
> Thank you for your consideration of our request.
>
> Sincerely,
>
> Laura and Keith Yamaguchi
> 1604 Wilmette
>
>
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:42 AM
To: Stacey Woehrle <stacey.woehrle@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Woehrle,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Tue, Nov 7, 2017 at 9:40 PM, Stacey Woehrle <stacey.woehrle@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Wilmette District 39 School Board,

We are writing this email to ask you to refrain from extending the levy this year for Wilmette
District 39.

We have lived in Wilmette for 11 years and moved here mainly for the schools.  We, like many
others, have seen income levels stagnate, home values drop and taxes increase.

It is our understanding that District 39 reserves currently are at 50% with a goal being a reserve
of 30%.  Why not use some of the 20% excess reserve money if needed or better yet return this
excess to the taxpayers?  Winnetka just did this for their taxpayers.

We (and we believe this entire community) fully support the school systems.  If some unforeseen
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event happened and District 39 actually needed an increase in funds, we are confident you could
go to a referendum and it would pass.  There is no need to have the reserves at 50%.  Plus, the
District budgeted for a property tax freeze which did not happen and a pension liability which also
did not happen.

When reviewing your proposed 2017-2018 Strategic Plan, we did not see a goal of cost reduction
or at the very least a discussion about cost reduction or consolidation of expenses.  We believe
this should be a goal of every school district to continually evolve and look for ways to reduce
expenses where appropriate.  To not have this as a goal would be unheard of in the private
sector.

If the Board feels strongly that this additional money is truly needed this year please justify
why. The budget is fully funded without the levy.  We ask you to not take this extra money this
year simply because you can.  

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Stacey & Chris Woehrle
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Don't raise the levy!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:29 PM
To: Tina Vulgaris <tinavulg@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Vulgaris,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 10:53 AM, Tina Vulgaris <tinavulg@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear: Wilmette/D39 Board of Education:

I am a resident of Wilmette. I am writing to you to not to raise the levy - and taxes on Wilmette
residents - in 2018.

I am asking this because:

Plenty of school districts in the Chicagoland area perform as well or better
than D39 and spend less money than we do. See examples here;

D39 has made some appalling choices about how to spend money - for
example, choosing to spike 12 teacher salaries prior to their retirement (to
fatten pensions) despite a 2005 law prohibiting the practice. D39 incurred a
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$137K fine in 2015 for having done so;

The levy has gone up by 32 percent in eight years - THREE TIMES the
increase in the CPI during that time, and with only a few dozen additional
students;

D39 is insisting on collecting $2 million MORE dollars in 2018 - almost of all of
which will come from Wilmette property tax increases - when next year's
school budget is already fully funded, even without the levy;

D39 has been preparing for an eventual "property tax freeze" and problems
with the State of Illinois for nearly a decade now - where is the money they
have been or should have been socking away for that reason? Why do they
need more?;

D39 spends money on items that are nice to have but not required for
excellent education. Fancy learning commons (several million dollars) and yet
another potential revamp of digital learning churn away our tax dollars;

If you keep raising taxes so much that new buyers are "taxed" out of this
community - which is already happening! - housing demand and property
values will fall and you could greatly undermine the tax base for the schools in
future years;

The elderly on fixed incomes cannot afford this;

The tax plan going through Congress will cap the property tax deduction on
our federal income taxes! Probably at around $10,000. No longer will property
taxes paid above that be tax deductible! You must stop increasing our property
taxes now. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Tina Vulgaris
521 Meadow Drive E
Wilmette, IL  60091
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39 tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:33 PM
To: Paul Traynor <paultraynor@haymoon.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Traynor,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 5:39 PM, Paul Traynor <paultraynor@haymoon.com> wrote:
Hi all--

First off, I'd like to thank each of you for your important service to our children and our community.

I'd also like to state for the record that I am in favor of the tax levy for D39. I've heard lots of good
reasons to support it-- our home values and our kids' educations to name a couple-- and no
reasonable ones for opposition beyond, "I don't like paying high taxes."

Keep up the good work!!

Best,

Paul Traynor
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Hay Moon Media
(224) 522-2242
www.haymoon.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39--Please FULLY Fund Our Schools

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:05 PM
To: "sarahjane titterton.net" <sarahjane@titterton.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Titterton,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 12:31 PM, sarahjane titterton.net <sarahjane@titterton.net> wrote:

Like the vast majority of District 39, I would like you to fully fund schools by extending the tax levy
to the fullest amount.  It is very important to not be swayed with the very small minority (with a lot
of time on their hands) who do not want the taxes increased.  

Thank you,

Sarah Titterton
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39 Taxes

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:51 PM
To: Randy Tieman <tiemanrandy@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Tieman,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 8:24 AM, Randy Tieman <tiemanrandy@gmail.com> wrote:
I have lived in Wilmette for almost 30 years.  For all these years I have been ignorant to my real estate tax bill and

how it is allocated.  I am now aware of the D39 Board's request for an increase of over 4%!   How can that be? 

Inflation has been no where close to that   Plus, given all the mansions being built in our community, I don't

understand why ANY increase is necessary.  Is there some place where I can review all the details of the budget you

are proposing?  Is this a transparent process for our residents?

Bottomline, I am requesting that you reconsider the proposed tax levy.  As elected officials you should know this topic

is now a big cocktail party topic!

Thank you for your consideration, Randy

Randy Tieman
tiemanrandy@gmail.com
(847) 910-5801
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Extending the tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:04 PM
To: Anne Sullivan <annehsullivan@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Sullivan,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 5:49 PM, Anne Sullivan <annehsullivan@comcast.net> wrote:
Dear Board of Education Members:

I am writing in support of the extension of the 2017 tax levy at the maximum amount authorized
so that the District can continue to provide valuable and essential curriculum and programs to
D39 children.  Failure to increase the levy as the costs of goods and services increase is an
effective funding cut. Further, it would have a compounding effect on future funding that is
extremely concerning given the property tax freeze being considered in Springfield and the
eventual shifting of pension costs. My last child will graduate from D39 in 2019, but I believe
continuing and future students should have access to the same quality education that my children
have received.  Please extend the 2017 levy at the maximum amount authorized.

Sincerely,
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Anne Sullivan
Wilmette resident and D39 parent
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support for District 39 Extending Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:15 PM
To: Kim Sterling <ksterki@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Sterling,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:32 AM, Kim Sterling <ksterki@gmail.com> wrote:

D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of extending the annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with past District
practice. 

I was active in ringing doorbells for the last school referendum and I do not want to see our schools put in the
same situation of needing to ask for more money from the taxpayers because we chose short-term over long
term.

Especially with the challenge of knowing what is going on in Springfield, it is important that we maintain our
high educational standards & practices while continuing to effectively manage the district finances with a long-
term perspective such that we do not have to go back to the community to ask for an 'above levy' tax increase
in the near future.
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Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Kimberly Sterling
840 Chilton Lane
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39 Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:43 AM
To: Tracy Sommer <tracysommer@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Sommer,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 6:08 PM, Tracy Sommer <tracysommer@gmail.com> wrote:

D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing to the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with inflation and that maintaining the current levy
while the costs of goods & services increase amounts to a cut in our education funding. I urge you you 
NOT to cut funding for District 39 children.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Best regards,

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - District 39 Tax Levy

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:59 PM



Tracy Sommer

--
Tracy E. Sommer | Finance Director

NAMI Cook County North Suburban
tsommer@namiccns.org
(847)716-2252 (work)
(847)372-1231 (cell)
http://www.namiccns.org/
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Upcoming Board of Education vote on tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:25 PM
To: Deb Sokol <debbie.sokol@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Sokol,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 3:51 PM, Deb Sokol <debbie.sokol@comcast.net> wrote:
To the Members of the Board of Education:

I strongly support an increase in the tax levy to keep up with the pace of inflation.  Not approving
this increase is tantamount to a cut in education funding, as there will be insufficient funds to
keep up with increasing costs of goods and services.  Please keep Wilmette schools strong. 
Thank you.

Deb Sokol
441 Pinecrest Lane
Wilmette 
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Yes to extension of tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 5:06 PM
Cc: sasimpson@comcast.net, Raymond Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Simpson,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 10:38 PM, Tracy Kearney <kearneyt@wilmette39.org> wrote:
Dear Ms. Simpson,

Thank you very much for sharing your position and rationale regarding the D39 proposed tax levy extension.  It is
important that we hear from our constituents so that we are able to best represent.  I am appreciative of your input
and will consider your position and perspective as we move through this process.  I have copied our Superintendent
and Board President on this response, so they too know your position. Thank you again -

Sincerely,
Tracy Kearney

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 7:21 PM, <sasimpson@comcast.net> wrote:
I support an extension to tax levy to keep pace with inflation.

Sherri Simpson
1518 Washington Ave
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Wilmette.

Sent from my iPhone
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

No tax hike

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:26 PM
To: Scott Seifert <sseif9@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Seifert,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 11:58 AM, Scott Seifert <sseif9@yahoo.com> wrote:
We moved to Wilmette 12 months ago because we thought the district was financially secure
enough to provide good education and not continue the massive raise in taxes the way many
other communities now I have.

I’m especially disgusted to hear about the fine our district received for increasing salaries to hike
pension payouts.  I thought our community was above that kind of financial manipulation.

What kind of message does that send to our children if the very people teaching them are
manipulating the system for their own self interest?

Please DO NOT increase our taxes

Thank you,
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Scott & Ann Seifert
Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:24 PM
To: Amy Schiffman <amy@givingtreeassociates.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Schiffman,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 4:57 PM, Amy Schiffman <amy@givingtreeassociates.com> wrote:
Dear D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,
I am writing in support of extending the annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with past District practice.

I was able to watch the most recent Board meeting and, in effect the conversation that ensued on this topic is really
about whether you are considering cutting funding to our schools, as the annual tax levy is how we ensure that we try
to keep up with inflation and fund the schools, and education of our children, at the level & manner that the
community expects. To discuss this in any other context is a distraction tactic and an effort to spread mis-information.

We have been through the difficult times in the past when the district has had to go to a tax payer referendum to
increase spending beyond the tax levy and those are long, arduous processes that require the administration to
focus on things other than the education of our children. Cutting off funding sources now will have compounded
effect over time, hastening the rate at which the district will either spend down reserves, or have to cut
programs/initiatives/personnel in order to maintain the reserve levels now in place (which are actually quite low as a
threshold).

I am aware that the District takes a conservative approach to forecasting future financial scenarios, and planned
spending. This continues to be the prudent approach, particularly with the on-going uncertainty in Springfield - it is
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smart to be financially prudent as there are myriad contingencies that could impact revenue...and, again if the district
cuts funding now, any changes in Springfield will exacerbate a  negative financial situation for the District..

 Additionally,  there is no taxing body i have more confidence and faith in as far as being careful stewards of tax
dollars than i do for D39. I know that this organization is thoughtful & prudent in consideration of spending, both in
planning for near-in and longer term, to meet the needs of the students, expectations of the community and financial
situation of the community tax payers who support public education. 

I encourage you to continue with the historical practice of extending the levy as reviewed to ensure we maintain our
high educational standards & practices while continuing to effectively manage the district finances with a long-term
perspective such that we do not have to go back to the community to ask for an 'above levy' tax increase.in the near
future.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Amy Schiffman

--
Amy Schiffman, Principal
Giving Tree Associates
220 N. Green Street 
Chicago, IL 60607
c: 847.942.6071
o: 847.556.8668
givingtreeassociates.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Comments for your meeting Monday

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:14 PM
To: "Scherman, Timothy" <t-scherman@neiu.edu>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Scherman,

First, thank you for your past service on the D39 Board of Education.

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:30 AM, Scherman, Timothy <t-scherman@neiu.edu> wrote:

I understand the usual drums are beating on the Levy--perhaps
I shouldn't say "the usual," since the consensus seems to be
that the anti-tax group is more visible and bold and organized
than it has been.

Whether or not the opposition is amplified or organized--
whether or not they show up in numbers at the meeting--the
facts about the levy don't change, and I encourage all of you to
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remind the audience (present and on TV) of the basic facts.
The opposition will try--always tries--to muddy the waters with
what we now call "alternative facts" (I call it "junk speech," as
in free speech that is the equivalent of junk bonds--with no
basis or authority or fact to underwrite its value).  

Just let them talk, then please, calmly plan to have the last
word, informing constituents why it only makes sense to levy
the most we can.

In principle, all the full levy can do is keep up with inflation. 
That's the way it's been designed.  

Since most of our cost in education comes in personnel, we
cannot afford merely to keep up with inflation.  With increased
expertise, experience, and excellent work (quite clearly
demonstrated by our personnel) any person working in any
profession expects some modicum of an increase in pay.  Given
that upwards of 80% of our cost goes to personnel, even the
full levy will by definition leave us eventually in a deficit
situation, requiring either cuts to services and quality we
depend on and expect as a District, or else out to referendum. 

The opposition has argued that "taxes are going up faster than
home values."  The only thing that allows the District to keep
up with the rising costs of operation, which exceed CPI not
only because of the need to retain personnel with small, fair,
raises expected by all of us in our work, but because we're not
buying cars and washing machines  but purchasing educational
materials and buying gas for heating.  The cost of what we
need to purchase almost always exceeds CPI.  

So the levy has been designed to include additional taxing
authority for recent and real increases in the value of property
in the District.  This is not a number dreamed up by us, but a
number received from the State--real value added in our
neighborhoods--and this addition is the only thing that
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forestalls--never avoids--eventual cuts or the need to maintain
services for referenda.

Add to all these considerations the fact that the State of Illinois
remains in a fiscal crisis--that payments from the State for
normal operations (grants for Special Education for example)
are constantly in jeopardy of coming late, being cut, or not
arriving at all--and add to that the possibility that the State will
be requiring us to take on more of the burden of the nearly
bankrupt if not bankrupt pension system (again, no fault of our
own), it would be supremely imprudent not to bring reserves to
their full levels, and to levy the maximum for the maintenance
of the quality of education for our children in this District. 

After delivering those basics--or something shorter and
clearer!--I adjure you all to make this 7-0, in favor. 

Respectfully, and sympathetically,

TS
D39 BOE VP, etc. 2001-09

--

Timothy H. Scherman
Associate Professor of English
Northeastern Illinois University

5500 North St. Louis Avenue, Chicago, IL 60625

Phone: (773)442-5817

www.neiu.edu
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy Increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:19 PM
To: Thomas Scanlan <tscanlan@surplusrecord.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Scanlon,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sat, Nov 11, 2017 at 3:19 PM, Thomas Scanlan <tscanlan@surplusrecord.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Board:

For 35 years, I have been paying D39 taxes, and I have never asked the board
to reconsider their tax levy.  Recently, I asked myself, how does the D39
budget, which becomes the levy, translate into my tax bill? You, the D39
Board, are considering a 4.36% tax levy increase. However, you have not been
transparent with the community on the "surplus" tax revenues you have
received this year and in the future years due to the Cook County
extravagant tax increase in New Trier District 2016 property tax assessment.
For example, my D39 taxes in 2015 were $10,773.94 and in 2016 they were
increased by 15.5% to $12,446.44. And, as you now, the New Trier County
Board objected to the Cook County Assessor on the inaccurate revised
assessments, telling the Assessor that most of the New Trier District

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Tax Levy Increase

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:38 PM



housing values are the same as they were in 2009. In other words, the large
% assessment was unfair, and they are only accepting a few New Trier
District assessment appeals. In addition, D39 will benefit greatly from all
the new wealthy houses being built on the lakefront. Again, you are not
being transparent and indicating in your budget this guaranteed bonus that
you will receive when the 4-5 new houses are occupied in 2018. Therefore, in
addition to the annual 4% annual tax levy increase for the past 8 years, you
have also received significant bonus income from Cook County due to the 2016
revised assessments, and the increase in the number of 2018 newly built
Wilmette homes with values greater than $6 million.
I am requesting that you reconsider the 4.36% tax levy, and as leaders are
aware, make a decision where either a large percentage of the community
agree with you; or you make a decision where both sides of the support group
and the opposed group are not pleased with your decision. As you are aware,
after 35 years of living in Wilmette, I know many members of our community,
and there are nearly an equal amount of residents in support of the 4.36%
tax levy, and that are against it. A decision for you to reduce the 4.36%
tax levy by 50%, would likely result in both the support group and opposed
group, being disappointed or moderately satisfied. That compromise is a
respectable leadership decision.

Thank you for your consideration, Tom

Thomas C. Scanlan
1005 Chestnut Ave
Wilmette IL 60091
Tel: 312-286-3938
Email: tscanlan@surplusrecord.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support For Tax Levy Increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:36 PM
To: Michael I Rothstein <microthstein@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Rothstein,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:58 AM, Michael I Rothstein <microthstein@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear District 39 Board:

I live in District 39 and my four children all attended District 39 schools. I strongly support the
increase in the tax levy under consideration. Let's give our Wilmette schools the resources they
need to provide an excellent education to all of our students. Thank you.

Michael Rothstein
826 Park Avenue
Wilmette, IL  60091
(312) 604-9242
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39 Tax Increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:31 PM
To: "Ponzi, Matthew S." <mponzi@fgppr.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Ponzi,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 11:28 AM, Ponzi, Matthew S. <mponzi@fgppr.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Board:

I am writing to ask you 
to reconsider your tax levy. We have never opposed a prior levy even though we send our
children to catholic schools and do not directly benefit from D39. While we choose to send our
kids to parochial schools,  we recognize that strong  public schools are a great draw for the
community and essential to maintaining property values. However, at some point, the scale tips,
 and the rate of taxation deters new home buyers and has a negative impact on property values. 

This is occurring statewide already. 
Illinois’ population is shrinking. We lost one Peoria’s worth of people to other states in just the
past year. Critically for D39,  the folks that are leaving for other states are those with higher
incomes, and Chicago is experiencing a millionaire flight that is happening nowhere else in the
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United States. Count the number of homes that have for sale signs in front of them in Kenilworth
and Wilmette. 

On a more micro scale, Neighboring  communities, and I will use Northbrook as an example
(since that is where I was born and raised), have much lower property taxes than New Trier
Township and yet continue to have top notch public schools (GBN is comparable if not superior in
some ways to New Trier). 

As informed citizens , you know that our property taxes are the highest in the nation and New
Trier’s taxes are among the highest in Illinois. In fact, many pay more toward property taxes than
they do toward their mortgage each year. This is simply not sustainable and is especially unfair to
moderate income and retired residents. 

Is the current levy the proverbial straw that breaks the camels back? No one knows. But to
remain competitive, both with other states and nearby communities, D39 needs to provide better
services at a lower cost to constituents, rather than continuing to raise rates on its remaining
“customer base,” undoubtedly driving more of them out of the state, or to other communities. 

Thank you for considering this information. 

Matthew S. Ponzi
519 Greenleaf Ave.

Sent from my iPhone

This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast.

For more information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Thank you!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:33 AM
To: Carrie Palmer <carriemgarcia@yahoo.com>

Dear Ms. Palmer,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Oct 27, 2017 at 1:28 PM, Carrie Palmer <carriemgarcia@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Board,

I saw a note on Nextdoor encouraging residents to write to all of you with "concerns about our property taxes." While
residents are certainly free to express their opinions to you (and anyone else) on taxes, I instead thought I would
take this opportunity to thank you all for your tireless efforts on behalf of our children and the entire district. Yours is a
difficult, time-consuming, and often thankless (unpaid) job, yet one that makes such an incredible difference in our
community. I, like many people I know, moved to Wilmette in large part because of excellent public schools - a
reputation I have found well-deserved in the six years that my children have been in the district. Running a top district
costs real money - and review of the budgets have shown time and time again that D39 delivers excellent education
in an efficient manner. I greatly appreciate the thoughtful approach and the unique perspectives each of you bring to
the Board, and I am beyond grateful for all that you do!

Sincerely,

Carrie Palmer
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Tax Levy Increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:31 PM
To: Heather oliver <the1heather@me.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Oliver,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 2:24 PM, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org> wrote:
Hello Heather,

Thank you very much for sharing your view, much appreciated.

As an FYI, we will be presenting a significant amount of levy information before the Board makes
its decision in December. This Levy information will be posted on our website the Friday before
both the November & December Board meetings.  

Thanks again,

Ray
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On Nov 9, 2017, at 6:41 AM, Heather Oliver <oliverfam2@gmail.com> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

I value the education being provided by District 39.  One of my children has graduated
from D39 and my youngest son is still enjoying his D39 experience.  I am an alumnus of
D39 and I wanted my children to have an excellent education. I have lived in other
states where the only way to receive this level of education was to attend a private
school.

I understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its
levy for the 2017 tax year.  I encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum
amount authorized so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and
essential curriculum and programs to D39 children.  Indeed, I believe that the levy
increase is financially prudent and in keeping with the long-standing good stewardship
the Board has employed. 

I support an increase in the 2017 levy.    

Sincerely,

Heather Oliver
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support for Property tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:29 PM
To: Joan Oh <oreillyoh@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Oh,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 12:48 PM, Joan Oh <oreillyoh@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear District 39 Board of Education, 

I moved to Wilmette more than 20 years ago in large part because of its public schools.  All four
of my sons attended District 39 schools from Kindergarten through 8th grade. All four went off to
New Trier, and two have moved on to college, ready to learn and succeed thanks to the
foundation provided by District 39 schools.  

Over the years I have watched our schools steadily improve in a number of key areas, including
but not limited to teacher retention, support for the arts, a more supportive school culture, plus
opportunities for students with special needs and for differentiation across the academic
spectrum. Many factors shaped this improvement, including stable, long-term fiscal planning.  I
believe that since I moved here, that planning has included annually increasing the District’s
property tax levy by CPI. I value this investment in public education. I moved to this community,
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encourage friends to move to this community and plan to stay in this community in large part
because of its strong support for public education. Therefore, I urge you, the Board, to vote to
raise our property tax levy by CPI so the investment in our schools, and in our community’s
future, continues.

Sincerely, 

Joan O’Reilly Oh
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

In support of the annual tax levy extension

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:52 AM
To: Emma Office <emma.office13@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Office,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 10:01 PM, Emma Office <emma.office13@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Board of Education and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of the extension of the annual tax levy to keep pace with inflation.
Maintaining the current levy while the costs of goods & services increase amounts to a cut
in our education funding. Please extend the levy.  

Thank you for your consideration.
Emma

Emma Office
(224) 422-8913
emma.office13@gmail.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Extension of Annual Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:11 PM
To: Peter Office <POffice@mktg.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Office,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 6:43 AM, Peter Office <POffice@mktg.com> wrote:

Dear D39 Board of Education and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of the extension of the annual tax levy to keep pace with inflation. Maintaining the
current levy while the costs of goods & services increase amounts to a cut in our education funding.
Please extend the levy.  

Thank you for your consideration.
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Peter Office

523 Maple Avenue

Wilmette

PETER OFFICE

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

MKTG

32 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, 20TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, NY 10013

C: 312.656.9184 | T:  212.366.3485

WWW.MKTG.COM  | @MKTG

The content of this email and any attachments are private and confidential. If you are not the intended
recipient(s)  or  have   otherwise  received  this  email  in  error,  please  delete  the  email  and  inform
the sender as soon as possible. This email may not be disclosed, used or copied by anyone other than
the  intended  recipient(s).  Any  opinions,  statements  or   comments  contained  in  this  email  are  not
necessarily  those  of  Dentsu  Aegis   Network  Ltd.  If  you  wish  clarification  of  any  matter,  please
request confirmation in writing.

We take precautions to minimise the risk of this email containing a software virus but you should use
virus checking software. 
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support of the extension of annual tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:28 PM
To: Charlotte Office <coffice@wellesley.edu>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Office,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 8:32 PM, Charlotte Office <coffice@wellesley.edu> wrote:
Dear D39 Board of Education and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of the extension of the annual tax levy to keep pace with inflation.
Maintaining the current levy while the costs of goods & services increase amounts to a cut in our
education funding. Please extend the levy.  

Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Charlotte Office

Charlotte Office
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Wellesley College
Math | Class of 2020
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax levy and fiscal management

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:35 AM
To: Daniel O'Brien <dmo777@hotmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. O'Brien,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 6, 2017 at 9:27 AM, Daniel O'Brien <dmo777@hotmail.com> wrote:

Dear Board Members,

I am a resident of Wilmette and have two children in D39.  I read in the Wilmette Beacon that a
few residents showed up to the last Board meeting to complain about the proposed increase
in D39's tax levy.  I do not believe their views reflect the majority of residents.

My wife and I moved to Wilmette primarily because of its great schools.  We do not want to see
any cuts in the services our schools provide, nor any reduction in the quality of education our kids
receive. We understand that costs increase every year due to inflation, so we expect that D39 will
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have to raise more revenue to cover these increases.  If the Board fails to adjust revenue for
inflation, it will result  in budget cuts that diminish the quality of our schools.  

From what I have observed, D39 has been conservative in its budgeting and only seeks revenue
increases when necessary.  With the situation in Springfield, there is a great deal of uncertainty
about school funding in general.  D39 needs to make sure our funding is sufficient in the event
that any constraints are place on it at the State level.  We need to take care of our local schools.

Moreover, on the North Shore, we are surrounded by other communities with strong schools.  I
would hate to see people bypass Wilmette when looking to move to the area because of any
concern that Wilmette schools are lacking in quality when compared to their peers.

In sum, I strongly encourage this Board to vote for the proposed increase to the tax levy in order
to maintain the quality of our schools.

Thank you,

Dan O'Brien

1025 Ashland Avenue
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39 Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:31 PM
To: Tom Nieman <tomnieman@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Nieman,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 4:41 PM, Tom Nieman <tomnieman@comcast.net> wrote:
Dear School Board:

        4.36%, in my opinion, is a very high levy on top of what are already very high local taxes.
Please reconsider imposing a tax hike of this magnitude.

        Our local taxes are already way high, forcing a number of our neighbors out of the school
district after their school age kids have gone to college. D39 needs to look more closely at where
it can save money rather than impose further taxes on residents.

        As someone with experience on school boards, I know that schools can carry on very well
with the same or even considerably less. If no additional taxes are imposed, what will happen?
Will schools close? Will students have makeshift classrooms? Hardly.

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - District 39 Tax Levy

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:21 PM



        Take a moment to consider New Trier High School. They needed $180M to renovate the
east campus. Yet, when that was not approved, they carried on made do with much, much less,
and our students do not know the difference.

        Please reconsider this very high tax levy. Wilmette students will not know the difference, but
Wilmette residents will.

Sincerely,

Tom Nieman

1007 Forest Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Extend tax levy to keep up with education funding

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:17 PM
To: Elizabeth Nicolai <enicolai99@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Nicolai,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 6:02 AM, Elizabeth Nicolai <enicolai99@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear Mr. Steen,

I support the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with inflation. Maintaining the current levy while the costs of
goods & services increase amounts to a cut in our education funding

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Nicolai
324 Linden Ave #207

Wilmette IL 60091

720-470-7784
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support tax levy increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:44 PM
To: Aimee Neumann <aimee_neumann@hotmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Neumann,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 7:09 AM, Aimee Neumann <aimee_neumann@hotmail.com> wrote:
Dear board members,

Thank you for your service. I grew up in Wilmette. My parents moved here for the excellent
schools. I am now a public school teacher. As an adult, I returned to Wilmette so my son could
also benefit from the excellent public schools. I live in District 39 and pay taxes in District 39. 

State funding is uncertain. Please insure our quality public education is preserved by securing
funding through the tax levy increase. We need to keep pace with inflation. Failing to increase the
funding would result in a cut to public education since costs continue to increase. District 39 is
very efficient with money. We spend the least per student compared to other New Trier feeder
schools. We need to support our children and prepare them for New Trier and beyond. 

Thank you,
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Aimee Neumann 
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy D39

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:00 PM
To: Jennifer Nash <mammanash22@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Nash,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 6:34 PM, Jennifer Nash <mammanash22@gmail.com> wrote:
I support the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with inflation and that maintaining the current
levy while the costs of goods & services increase amounts to a cut in our education funding.
Please DON’T cut funding for District 39 children.  

Best,

Jennifer Nash

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” -Helen Keller

Sent from my iPhone
224-251-9339
Forgive my typos
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:27 AM
To: Kathleen Myalls <kmmyalls@umich.edu>

Dear Ms. Myalls,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members voicing a variety of concerns and recommending different
courses of action. I have been speaking with Board members individually and we have been
making an effort to read each of the communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the positions and
concerns of all of the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Oct 26, 2017 at 2:41 PM, Kathleen Myalls <myalls@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
Dear Members of the Wilmette District 39 School Board;

I write this letter to ask you not to increase the tax levy - and, by association, our taxes - again
this year. 

Over the last 10 years, Wilmette property values fell substantially, and, according to Crain's
Chicago Business, are still down 5.4% from the 2007 high.  

Despite this, our property taxes have increased year over year, and Illinois now has the 2nd-
highest property taxes in the country. Illinois residents face a 33% increase in income taxes in the
coming year. This is on top of the rapidly escalating property taxes we pay, which have increased
from about 1.3% of our home's value to 2.5%, almost double relative to our homes' values.
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It is no secret that Illinois is losing residents at a rate of approximately 1 every 5 minutes, and
higher income earners are leaving at greater rates. Homes in Wilmette are on the market longer
than they ever have been, because buyers see the numbers and understand that they pay for
their home twice over the life of the average 30-year loan: once for the mortgage, and again
through property taxes. Sellers are not even recouping what they paid for their homes in the last
7-10 years, let alone seeing any return on that investment. 

The school board cannot alone reign in property taxes to a more manageable level, but the
school board can tell its residents now that the board understands the burden we face in this
state, and that we will, at least for this one year, get a slight reprieve. 

It is not necessary to spend at D39 levels to obtain the best student outcomes. Washington
Academy, in Rockford, has 30% of its students on subsidized meals, spends almost $2700 less
per student than we do (and a slightly higher percentage of their spending is instructional as
opposed to administrative), has a smaller average class size (20 vs. 24), but is ranked 7th in the
state (here:Illinois School Rankings), vs. 28th in the state for the best D39 School.  

Illinois School Rankings
Illinois elementary school rankings. See the latest rankings for 2,078
Illinois elementary schools, from best to...

This is not an anomaly. Naperville (#10 school in state is in the district) spends a little less per
student, but pays its teachers more (because it pays the administrators less), and has smaller
class size (23 v. 24). 

Deerfield: (#15 school is in this district): spends $1200 more per student, but 64% of that (vs.
60% for Wilmette) goes to instructional as opposed to administrative spending. The classes are
smaller (20 vs. 24). Teachers and administrators are paid less than ours. 

Lisbon (#3 school) spends $9,226 per student (!!), and has a class size of 12. Teacher retention
is at 94% despite the average salary being less than 50% of Wilmette teachers. 

Interestingly, according to at least one source I found, Wilmette teachers - despite being paid
more than any of these districts except Naperville - have by far the lowest attendance rate, with
only 68% of teachers absent 10 days or less. Compare that to Rockford (77%), Lisbon (100%)(!!),
Naperville (98%) (apparently appreciative of that higher salary), and Deerfield (74%). Why is
teacher absenteeism so high??? Are they held to account for this?

In sum, despite its highest school being 28th, Wilmette spends more per student than all but one
of these districts, pays its teachers more than all but one (different)  district, pays its
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administrators WAY more than all other districts, has the largest class size, and the lowest
teacher attendance rates.

Of course the cost of living in Rockford and Lisbon is far below the cost of living in Wilmette, but
the same is not true of Naperville or Deerfield, and the differences in cost of living do not account
entirely for the difference in spending. 

If despite these facts, the board will elect to proceed with the increase, I call on the district to
identify specifically the reasons we must increase the budget, especially in light of the fact that
the school board anticipated a property tax freeze and pension pickup, neither of which has
happened. 

The school district's spending has far outstripped inflation, with no appreciable improvement in
student outcome (but significant improvement in teacher and administrator salaries, which also
(why??) outstripped inflation). I remind you that Wilmette residents - the ones paying 95%+ of the
school district costs - have not been so fortunate, as our incomes have not even kept pace with
inflation, let alone exceeded it. 

Please reconsider your proposed increase.

 Kathy Myalls
Wilmette Resident
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Fwd: DO NOT RAISE THE LEVY! NO TAX INCREASE FOR D-39 Please!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:03 PM
To: Sharon Murphy <barkleyshouse@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Murphy,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 6:28 PM, Sharon Murphy <barkleyshouse@gmail.com> wrote:

PLEASE STOP RAISING TAXES TO SUPPORT RECKLESS SPENDING SUCH AS
RIDICULOUS SALARIES, PENSION INFLATION AND OUT OF CONTROL SPENDING!

USE YOUR "EDUCATION" TO PUT TOGETHER A COST-CUTTING, NOT INCREASED
SPENDING PLAN.  EVERYONE ELSE HAS TO, HOW ABOUT YOU?  

THANK YOU AND PLEASE LISTEN THIS TIME BECAUSE WE YOUR RESIDENTS ARE RUNNING OUT OF MONEY AND IT
IS JUST NEVER ENOUGH.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

--
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Sharon Murphy
2149 Chestnut Ave, Wilmette, IL  60091
847-910-6697 (cell)

--
Sharon Murphy
2149 Chestnut Ave, Wilmette, IL  60091
847-910-6697 (cell)
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39 Tax Levy Letter

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:50 PM
To: Elissa Morgante <eamorgante@morgantewilson.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Morgante,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 9:48 PM, Elissa Morgante <eamorgante@morgantewilson.com> wrote:
To the D39 Board:
I have been paying D39 taxes for 24 years, and I have never asked the board
to reconsider any tax levy.  You, the D39 Board, are considering a 4.36% tax levy increase.
I am requesting that you reconsider this, and as leaders of the community
make a decision where both sides of the argument can feel they have been heard.

I know many members of our community,and there are nearly an equal
amount of residents in support of the 4.36%
tax levy as there  are against it. A decision for you to reduce the 4.36%
tax levy by 50%, would likely result in both the support group and opposed
group, being disappointed or moderately satisfied.

This compromise will respect the opinions of both side.
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Thank you,
Elissa Morgante

1330 Sheridan Rd
Wilmette, Il
eamorgante@morgantewilson.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39 Board - Support for Extension of Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:19 PM
To: Dave Mischler <mischlerhouse@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Mischler,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 6:26 AM, Dave Mischler <mischlerhouse@gmail.com> wrote:
D39 Board,

I support the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with inflation and maintaining the current levy.
I do not want inflation to erode the impact our dollars have on educating our children.

Dave Mischler
1530 Wilmette Ave
Wilmette, IL 60091
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Taking the maximum levy?

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:27 PM
Cc: alan <minmich2312@comcast.net>, Raymond Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Minoff,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 7:31 AM, Tracy Kearney <kearneyt@wilmette39.org> wrote:
Dear Mr. Minoff,

Thank you very much for sharing your position regarding the D39 proposed tax levy extension.  It is important that
we hear from our constituents so that we are able to best represent.  I am extremely appreciative of your input and
will consider your position and perspective as we move through this process.  Thank you again -

Sincerely,
Tracy Kearney

On Tue, Nov 7, 2017 at 5:28 PM, alan <minmich2312@comcast.net> wrote:
Thank you for your service on the school board.   It is disappointing to read that the maximum
increase in the tax levy is being taken “because it can.”     I am a homeowner and senior citizen
in the district.  The value of my home is significantly lower than before the 2008 crash.    Each
year the value declines, but the real estate tax gets higher.
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Please consider people on fixed incomes who would like to stay in their homes, but are
suffering under the burden of ever increasing school taxes.

Perhaps if the spiking of soon to be retired teachers compensation in order to maximize their
pensions was stopped, our taxes would not have to be raised so much.

That you for your consideration of this viewpoint.

                                                Alan Minoff

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Re: Taking the maximum levy?

2 of 2 11/13/17, 3:55 PM



Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Wilmette D39 Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:48 AM
To: Danielle Mergner <daniellemergner@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Mergner,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 10:11 AM, Danielle Mergner <daniellemergner@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Wilmette District 39 School Board:

We are asking that D39 be respectful of the taxpayers and not extend the levy this year.  The
taxpayers have been respectful of D39's requests for increases in the past and have granted
them.   Please return the favor.

Each year a new taxing entity in Wilmette asks for an increase.  Some needs are real and some
are merely an opportunity to ask for funds in the event they may be needed.  The taxpayers are
fatigued, and frankly discouraged, by these continual requests.  Good governance is a balancing
of needs, including those of taxpayer relief.  With a 37% increase in D39 funding for the past 9
years, the time has come to stop and think, what the cost to benefit has been.  My analysis
shows the cost to be high and the benefit negligible. 
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With the largest, permanent income tax increase in the history of Illinois and  the highest property
tax burden in the nation, it's time for D39 to look inward and find out how it can live within its
means.

Sincerely,

Art and Danielle Mergner
1129 Romona Road
Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:46 PM
To: chantal meier <chantalmeier@me.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Meier,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 7:14 AM, chantal meier <chantalmeier@me.com> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  We moved to Wilmette from the city of
Chicago so that our children could receive a top-notch education.  They have both graduated from
District 39, having experienced exactly the kind of educational experience for which we had
hoped.

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for
the 2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized
so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to
D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with
the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    
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Sincerely,

Chantal and Eric Meier
1131 Forest Avenue
Wilmette, IL 60091
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Another assessment increase!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:49 PM
To: Bill McGuire <bmcguire277@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. McGuire,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sat, Nov 11, 2017 at 4:08 PM, Bill McGuire <bmcguire277@gmail.com> wrote:
Is there no end, or at least moderation to the Boards wanting to increase our tax responsibility?
Incessant and irresponsible!!!

Sent from my iPhone
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

strong support for increase/extension of tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:30 PM
To: Stuart McDermott <stuartmcdermott17@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. McDermott,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 9:32 PM, Stuart McDermott <stuartmcdermott17@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Board Members -

I want to first thank all of you for the dedication you all show to our community in serving as
Board members.  It is obviously a great deal of work, often quite thankless.  It was only a few
board meetings ago that we witnessed some unseemly attacks on a few Board members,
admittedly by a small but vocal minority in our community.  This seems to often be a very
thankless job and I thank all of you for your dedication and service.

As to the merits of the tax levy, my wife and I strongly support the extension of the tax levy this
year.  I have read all the materials that were posted on the website on 11/13 regarding the levy. 
We urge the Board to extend the levy at the maximum allowable amount possible, which of
course is limited by CPI plus new construction.  There are many logical reasons to support this
modest increase.  I would submit the almost all of those who move here do so with the quality of
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the schools being one of the most important reasons we move here.  It is not up for debate that
these schools are great schools, that they prepare our kids well for New Trier, etc.  The Board
has also done a great job in managing the resources that the District has, based on the quite low
spending per pupil relative to other competing School Districts.  You as a Board have met our
commitments to the community that you made back in 2011 when the referendum was
overwhelmingly approved by >60% of the voters.

Back in 2011, we heard the arguments of the opponents to the referendum; we also saw the cuts
that would have to be made.  Thank goodness that referendum was passed with strong support
and class sizes did not swell more than they already are, or essential programs were not pared
back/cut.  We have been fortunate to benefit from the relative stability in our schools during this
period (and their excellence) as four of our kids have either gone through the District or are still in
the District.  The Board promised then it would not come back to the community for at least five
years asking for more, and it kept its word.  Thank you for doing that.

You have also made it clear with your best projections what the risk is if this levy is not asked for,
and how our reserves will be depleted, potentially to dangerously low levels.  Contrary to what
some opponents of this levy are stating, this District already holds a lower reserve level than
most if not all of the neighboring Districts.  It makes all the sense in the world for the Board to ask
for the extension of this levy at this time, to try to have revenues keep up closer to projected
expenses over the coming years.

Thank you for hearing my concerns,

Stuart McDermott
1762 Highland Avenue, Wilmette
Wilmette resident since 2004
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:23 PM
To: michael mccarthy <mccarthy934@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. McCarthy,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 10:46 AM, michael mccarthy <mccarthy934@yahoo.com> wrote:
Do NOT. Raise your school board levy.  Do NOT. Mike McCarthy. 707 Laurel. 60091
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

support the tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:46 AM
To: Kathy McCabe <mccabekathleen4@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. McCabe,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 7:06 PM, Kathy McCabe <mccabekathleen4@gmail.com> wrote:

D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of extending the annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with
past District practice. I was able to watch the most recent Board meeting and, In effect the
conversation that ensued on this topic is really about whether you are considering cutting
funding to our schools, as the annual tax levy is how we ensure that we try to keep up with
inflation and fund the schools, and education of our children, at the level & manner that the
community expects. To discuss this in any other context is a distraction tactic and an effort to
spread misinformation.

We moved to District 39 for the schools and if school funding is cut, we would not hestitate to
move again.

I encourage you to continue with the historical practice of extending the levy as reviewed to
ensure we maintain our high educational standards & practices while continuing to effectively
manage the district finances with a long-term perspective such that we do not have to go back

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - support the tax levy

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:12 PM



to the community to ask for an 'above levy' tax increase in the near future.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Kathy McCabe
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

In favor of 2017 tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:28 PM
To: sarinamcbride@comcast.net, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. McBride,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 3:16 PM, <sarinamcbride@comcast.net> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  We moved to Wilmette for many reasons, with
the most important being the school districts, both D39 and D202.  Our children were offered
wonderful opportunities to try musical instruments, explore the arts and learn languages at a young
age.  The education has been excellent in D39 and we appreciate the continuous new initiatives
explored on the behalf of our children.  

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for the
2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized so
that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to D39
children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with the
long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - In favor of 2017 tax levy

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:25 PM



We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    

Sincerely,

Sarina and Dennis McBride
105 4th St. 
Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39 Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM
To: Bob Mc <bob-mc@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. McArthur,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 10:02 AM, Bob Mc <bob-mc@comcast.net> wrote:

My wife Ann and I have lived in Wilmette for 47 years. We sent four daughters through the District
39 school system, and then all four through the New Trier high school system. what a wonderful
experience our family enjoyed. The one thing we have always been proud of is the management
by our District 39 school board and administrators. We are concerned that there seems to be a
small group of people, organized under friendly sounding names, who would like to try to starve
our public school system of funding, so as to eventually weaken our "public" schools. 

Although we no longer have any children involved in District 39, we want you to know that we
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value what District 39 provided to our children when we did need it, and now we wish to "pay it
forward" to those young families that use it now. We should not take advantage of such a
wonderfully run school system, and then hope and encourage a starvation diet after we no longer
need it. All figures we have seen indicate that District 39 is well run, budgeted well compared to
similar North Shore districts, and should continue to levy for inflation.

As people in their 70's, we also appreciate the value that District 39 plays in our home value. So
this fills two important goals. It is morally right that we support schools we no longer need, and it's
economically valuable to us that District 39 maintain it's reputation for excellence. So...please
continue to support our strong schools in your tax levy votes.

Sincerely,

Ann and Bob McArthur

800 Park Ave

Wilmette, IL 60091  
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Thank you for proposing maintenance level for Wilmette 39 budget

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:59 AM
To: Karleen <karleensm@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. McAllester,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 7:26 PM, Karleen <karleensm@gmail.com> wrote:
To Wilmette 39 Board Members:

Thank you for supporting a Wilmette 39 tax levy that will maintain our excellent schools. The levy should reflect
increases due to inflation. 

My four children benefitted from the system and so should current students. Highlights for my kids included:
screening for reading deficits and supplemental instruction to support grade level achievement, advanced math
(which became extremely important for college and career paths), the multi-cultural language and PTA
programs at Romona (which helped my children integrate into diverse college and job environments), and so
much more....

Wilmette children have amazing potential to succeed, and also potential to contribute to the community and
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country where they got their start. Thanks for maintaining the quality of our schools, supporting public
education with a realistic and equitable budget.

Karleen S McAllester
parent of four former Wilmette 39 students and current Wilmette resident

--
Karleen Stevens McAllester
Writer & Writing Coach
cell: 847-644-2524
email: karleensm@gmail.com
web: http://ksmwritingtutor.com/
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39 Tax Levy - NO

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:23 PM
To: John Marquardt <John.Marquardt@transwestern.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Marquardt,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 10:52 AM, John Marquardt <John.Marquardt@transwestern.com> wrote:

Unable to attend this evening.  I am NOT  in favor of the proposed tax levy.

John Marquardt

1344 Greenwood Avenue

Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Extend the Tax levy!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:24 PM
To: Erin Lyons <erin-john@att.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Lyons,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 10:01 PM, Erin Lyons <erin-john@att.net> wrote:
Dear D39 Board Members:

I support the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with inflation. We need to maintain the
quality of education in our district and we can NOT cut funding for the education of our
community children. 

Erin Lyons
1213 Princeton Place
Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Proposed Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:32 AM
To: Erin Loeher <erin.loeher@gmail.com>

Dear Mr and Mrs. Loeher,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Tue, Oct 24, 2017 at 11:38 AM, Erin Loeher <erin.loeher@gmail.com> wrote:
D39 Board Members,

We live at 1100 Ashland Avenue in Wilmette and we are very concerned about the plan to
proposed an additional levy on property taxes. First of all, we’d like to understand what the
purpose or demonstrated "need” is for this funds. Secondly, we have not seen enough evidence
that an effort has been made to reduce the administrative overhead for District 39.

We already joke when we walk around the neighborhood that a For Sale sign goes in the ground
about 2.5 seconds after you see a New Trier Graduate sign, without fail.

Our property taxes are among the highest in the nation and we need to reverse that trend, not
perpetuate it. We oppose the levy and appreciate every effort that you can make to be judicious
about these hard earned tax dollars.
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Sincerely,

Erin and Chuck Loeher
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:54 AM
To: Eleanor Lipinski <eleanor.lipinski@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Lipinski,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 9:05 PM, Eleanor Lipinski <eleanor.lipinski@gmail.com> wrote:

D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

I no longer have students at D39 but am reaching out in support of extending the
annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with past District practice.  I
understand that the authority to increase the levy by the lesser of 5% or CPI was
granted so that district’s would have some flexibility to maintain educational
standards while meeting customary increases in expenditures, primarily related to
labor contracts. Any reduction in the request for tax amounts statutorily permitted
will represent lost annual revenue forever.

My view is that D39 has been and I hope will continue to be thoughtful and prudent
in spending while meeting the needs of it’s students and expectations of excellence
by the parent community in conjunction with considering the financial impact to the
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taxpayers who support public education.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Eleanor Lipinski

1243 Gregory Ave
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support Extending Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:50 AM
To: Julie Lipford <julielipford@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Lipford,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 10:54 PM, Julie Lipford <julielipford@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear Board Members,

Please note my support of the extension of the tax levy tin accordance with the law and with past
District 39 practice.

Wilmette resident and homeowner,
Julie Lipford
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

In Support of Extending the D39 Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:53 AM
To: Mike Lieber <mikerlieber@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Lieber,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 9:59 PM, Mike Lieber <mikerlieber@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear Board Members:

I write in support of the Board extending the levy to ensure that D39 schools are fully
funded. Ten years ago, my family moved to Wilmette and the D39 school district primarily
because of the amazing public education offered here. My wife and I value and cherish quality
public education. We attended public schools throughout our primary education. Our successes
are due in large part to that education.

Like so many others, prior to moving to Wilmette, we lived in the city of Chicago. We wanted to
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send our kids to public schools in Chicago. But those schools are hit-or-miss. Our neighborhood
school at the time lacked many of the resources we wanted for our children—resources like art,
music, foreign languages and advanced math and science. We recognized that to get the kind of
quality public education we enjoyed as kids, we would need to move our children to the suburbs.
I embarked on a search of dozens of suburbs, from northwest Indiana to the southern suburbs of
Chicago to the southwest to the west and northwest suburbs and finally ending with the northern
suburbs. We chose Wilmette not only due to its proximity to the city but because of its remarkable
public schools. We have not been disappointed.

I know that so many others follow this same path. For the past several years, I have served as
Co-Chair of the McKenzie Elementary School PTA’s Welcoming Committee. The Committee
meets with folks who are considering moving to Wilmette, whether from Chicago, from other
suburbs or from other cities around the country and around the world. Each time I meet with
these prospective parents, they always say the same thing: They are considering Wilmette
because of its tremendous public school system. Our public schools represent a huge driver of
our property values. Without these great schools, our property values will tumble.

I don’t want that. Nor do I want our kids (and children in future generations here in Wilmette) to
go to substandard schools. The only way to ensure excellent schools is to extend the levy to
the fullest extent possible. I have heard stories from parents who sent their kids to D39 schools
in the early 1990s. At that time, the Board faced a similar situation. But back then, the Board
chose not to extend the levy. As a result of that decision and political decisions in Springfield
shortly thereafter, D39 lacked the ability to fully fund our schools. As a result, they fell significantly
behind peer schools in funding. In turn, D39 had to cut many of its programs. For example, it had
to jettison full art classes, instead turning to an “art-in-a-cart” program. This is not acceptable.
This shortchanged students. And the funding shortfall meant that D39 could not offer competitive
salaries. This led to an exodus of quality teachers and administrators who had decades of
experience. The school system had no choice but to replace them with employees—especially
teachers—having little to no experience. Again, this shortchanged students.

We face a similar situation today. Who knows what will happen in Springfield in the coming year
or two? Should the Democrats win back the Governorship, Mike Madigan and his trifecta will
likely force through changes, causing school districts like D39 to have much larger pension
obligations without additional funding from the State. Should Governor Rauner win a second
term, he may prevent districts such as D39 from making modest property tax increases to fully
fund public education. The best way to ensure against either of these possibilities—both of which
could be disastrous for the Wilmette public school system—is to take the safe approach now
while we can and approve the levy to the maximum extent. After all, looking at the per-pupil
funding at peer school systems in the northern suburbs—from Niles to Skokie to Kenilworth to
Lake Forest—Wilmette D39 is near the bottom. Again, we cannot shortchange our students.

All that being said, I am no fan of increasing tax burdens on our local citizens for no good reason.
I have never met anyone who said, “please tax me more.” I am no different. But there are some
instances where we owe it to our children, to ourselves, to our community and to our property
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values to ensure that we fully fund our public schools. Today is one such instance. With the
uncertainty in Springfield, the last thing we want to do is tie our hands and leave ourselves no
option other than gutting our schools or going into debt. Neither option is acceptable. Both will do
long-term damage to D39 schools, our community and our property values.

Thanks to your hard work and the efforts of the teachers and administrators within D39, our
school system is exceptionally well-run and fiscally smart. It is not perfect, but it is pretty darn
good. I have talked to many people in Wilmette, especially folks who have not had children in
D39 schools in decades, and the response is the same: We live in Wilmette because we cherish
living in a community that itself cherishes quality public education that is fully funded.

I have read some of the opposition to extending the levy. While they surely have heartfelt
concerns about our schools, I think their arguments are misplaced. And often, they found those
arguments on flawed statistics. For example, they look at changes to property values over time
and note that today’s property values are down from certain times in the past. But they compare
today’s property values to those in late 2006—the absolute top of the housing boom. If we
measured Wilmette’s property values today to those in late 2008 and early 2009—the absolute
bottom of the market—it would no doubt show that our property values have increased
dramatically.

As stated in 1950 by long-time New Trier Superintendent William Hafner Cornog, who coined
New Trier’s motto of committing minds to inquiry, hearts to compassion, and lives to the service
of mankind: “The democratic faith further holds that every man has the indisputable right to
develop as an individual to the limit of his capacity and aspiration and is, therefore, entitled to an
education which will endow him to live richly in mind and spirit as his natural endowment will
allow him to live.” (emphasis added).

To further that indisputable right to a great education, please renew the levy in full. And
understand that the vast majority of Wilmette residents want quality public education that is fully
funded. That’s why we are here. That’s why people keep moving here. Please renew the levy and
renew it to the fullest extent. Support our schools and you will have the full support of the vast
majority of Wilmette residents.

Michael R. Lieber

2035 Hollywood Court

Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:35 PM
To: Sara Kurensky + Steve Philoon <kurloon@sbcglobal.net>, Ray Lechner
<lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Kurensky,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 8:17 PM, Sara Kurensky + Steve Philoon <kurloon@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
D39 School Board and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of an extension of the tax levy in accordance with past District practice, in order to keep pace
with inflation and maintain school funding at expected/normal levels.  It seems to me that any discussion about
cutting this annual tax levy is really a discussion about cutting funding to our schools, no matter what language is
used to put forward the idea of eliminating the levy.

In the quarter of a century that we have raised our family in Wilmette, we have always been impressed with the fiscal
management of D39, which has been done with an eye maintaining our high educational standards over the long
term.  The Board has historically been conscientious about planning for future expenses while meeting the current
needs of our students. I believe that extending the tax levy is an important part of this planning and its extension will
help maintain the educational standards our community is known for.

Thank you,
Sara Kurensky
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Annual Tax Levy Support

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:09 PM
To: Jacki Krashin <jackikrashin@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr Krashin,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 2:39 PM, Jacki Krashin <jackikrashin@gmail.com> wrote:
D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing in support of extending the annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with past District practice.

Cutting off funding sources now will have compounded effect over time, hastening the rate at which the district will

either spend down reserves, or have to cut programs/initiatives/personnel in order to maintain the reserve levels now

in place.

I am aware that the District takes a conservative approach to forecasting future financial scenarios, and planned

spending. This continues to be the prudent approach, particularly with the on-going uncertainty in Springfield.  If the

district cuts funding now, any changes in Springfield will exacerbate a negative financial situation for the District..

I encourage you to continue with the historical practice of extending the levy as reviewed to ensure we maintain our
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high educational standards & practices while continuing to effectively manage the district finances with a long-term

perspective such that we do not have to go back to the community to ask for an 'above levy' tax increase in the near

future.

Thank you,

Jacki and Dan Krashin

3019 Washington Ave

Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support of D39 Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:22 PM
To: Traci Knudson <traci.knudson@nogginlabs.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Knudson,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sat, Nov 11, 2017 at 2:52 PM, Traci Knudson <traci.knudson@nogginlabs.com> wrote:
To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

I would like to voice my strong support for continuing to update the tax levy for district 39 schools. We understand
that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for the 2017 tax year. 
We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized so that the District
can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to D39 children. 
Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with the long-standing
good stewardship the Board has employed. 

I have lived in Wilmette for 42 years and am currently sending my three children
through D39 schools. My experience with District 39 schools has been uniformly
positive and I want to congratulate you and the other administrators and teachers of
District 39 on the outstanding education provided in our schools. Please keep
up the financial support necessary to facilitate the excellent education for the
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children in our community. 

Traci and Brian Knudson

--
Traci Knudson
===========
CEO
NogginLabs, Inc.
Phone:  773-250-5102
http://www.nogginlabs.com

Follow us on Twitter @NogginLabs
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Strong support for extending the District 39 tax levy to keep pace with
inflation

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:56 PM
To: Peter Klibanoff <peterk@kellogg.northwestern.edu>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Klibanoff,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:13 AM, Peter Klibanoff <peterk@kellogg.northwestern.edu> wrote:

Dear Dr. Lechner and Members of the District 39 Board of Education,

As a parent, a resident, and a taxpayer in District 39, and an economist by training and
profession, I very strongly support extending the tax levy to keep pace with inflation, as has been
the practice for many years.  As you know, keeping the levy the same while the cost of goods and
services increase would actually be a cut to our education funding. 

Like most residents, we chose to live in Wilmette primarily because of the excellent public
schools.  The schools are a main reason people move and stay here.  Failing to extend the levy
to keep pace with inflation could seriously jeopardize the quality of public education in District 39,
and furthermore would send a very dangerous signal that our community no longer placed the
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highest priority on our schools.

               District 39 not only has an outstanding record in providing superior public education, but
has done so while being a responsible steward of our tax dollars. It would be the height of
foolishness and short-sightedness to reduce the inflation-adjusted dollars going to such an
important and effective investment in our children and community.

              Please continue to support Wilmette’s excellent public schools and extend the tax levy to
keep pace with inflation.

   Sincerely,

           Peter Klibanoff
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support of Extension of Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:21 PM
To: Bonnie Kim <bonniekim@usa.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Kim,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 9:38 AM, Bonnie Kim <bonniekim@usa.net> wrote:
Dear District 39 Board Members,

I am writing in support of extending the tax levy this year.  I am proud to be living in Wilmette and proud that we have
elected a school board that ensures the highest level of education for my children.  I'm surprised that extension of the
tax levy is at issue this year, and am sorry that it is consuming more of your agenda than I think it warrants.  This
board has shown itself historically to be fiscally conservative, and your spending reports detail your careful
stewardship of our tax dollars.

Thank you,
Bonnie Kim
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:25 PM
To: Kathy Kempf <kkempf@gsfilms.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Kempf,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 11:29 AM, Kathy Kempf <kkempf@gsfilms.com> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We highly value the education being provided by District 39.  We moved to Wilmette so that our
children could receive a top-notch education, like my husband and his two brothers received in
District 39.  All three of our sons graduated from District 39 in recent years, having experienced
exactly the kind of educational experience for which we had hoped.

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for
the coming tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount
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authorized so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and
programs to D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in
keeping with the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    

Sincerely,

Kathy and Don Kempf

1118 Forest Ave

Wilmette, IL  60091

(847) 256-2390
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39 budget

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:49 PM
To: Keren Joshi <keren.joshi@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Joshi,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 12, 2017 at 8:21 PM, Keren Joshi <keren.joshi@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Board Members,

As a D39 parent, I support the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with inflation.  Maintaining the current
levy while the costs of goods and services increases amounts to a cut in our education funding. Many residents
moved to Wilmette based on the reputation of our schools.  Please do not cut funding for District 39 children.

Sincerely,
Keren Joshi
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Proposed Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:21 PM
To: Susan Iskowich <susanay2626@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Iskowich,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 2, 2017 at 9:13 PM, Susan Iskowich <susanay2626@yahoo.com> wrote:
First off, let me start by thanking you for your public service.  I know you try to do what you think is best for the
students.  However, I would like to express my disagreement with the proposal to raise our taxes this year.  From
what I could understand in the presentation given by Ms. Buscemi, you have the funds to finance all the necessary
expenses for next year, but are requesting more money anyway.  I  disagree with this approach.   My property taxes
increase yearly, yet my property value hasn't actually increased since I purchased my home in 2008, and if we were
to have to put it on the market tomorrow, we would have to sell it for a loss.  This is frustrating to me a a taxpayer and
as a member of this school district.  Raise the money that you need (which you have already done), and then give
the taxpayers a break.  If school funding truly needs a bump, I understand that asking for a levy might be the best
approach.  But that not the scenario here.  Raise what you need, and then spend what you need.  Running surpluses
on the backs of the taxpayers isn't fair.  Thank you. 
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Property Tax Increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:31 AM
To: Charles Hutchinson <cehutchinson@ameritech.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Hutchinson,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Oct 27, 2017 at 2:52 PM, Charles Hutchinson <cehutchinson@ameritech.net> wrote:

President Steen, and the District 39 Board,

I write in opposition to the proposed property tax increase.  As a father of 3 grade school aged children, I
oppose any increase in District 39 tax rate.  With a 3.502 rate, according to the Village of Wilmette
webpage, District 39 is already affords the highest tax rate in our property tax bill, and is 12% higher than
NT district #203.  District 39 already has the highest rate and highest percentage of revenue collected for
any of the taxing bodies in Wilmette. https://www.wilmette.com/finance/tax-information/property-tax/
 Enough is enough.
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I believe in well-funded schools, but I also believe that money does not grow on trees and governing bodies
need to work within a reasonable budget to support both the institution they represent, as well as the
taxpayers who fund the institutions.  Continually relying on property tax owners to contribute a larger and
larger percentage of their property value is basically unfair to the tax payer.  I believe the board needs to
adopt a fiscally responsible approach to their budget making process which includes the understanding that
as property values rise, tax revenues to the school district will also rise naturally.  Increasing the tax rate
will always lead to the need to increase the tax rate.  Tough, but sensible budget decisions must be made by
the board and those decisions must include the position of the taxpayer.  The District 39 school board must
not treat the taxpayer as an open source of income, but as a limited resource.

Respectfully,

Charles Hutchinson

607 9th St.

Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Don't raise the levy!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:27 PM
To: Heather Hughes <heathershughes@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Hughes,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 1:10 PM, Heather Hughes <heathershughes@comcast.net> wrote:

Dear: Wilmette/D39 Board of Education:

I am a resident of Wilmette. I am writing to you to not to raise the levy - and taxes on Wilmette
residents - in 2018.

I am asking this because:

D39 has made some appalling choices about how to spend money - for example, choosing
to spike 12 teacher salaries prior to their retirement (to fatten pensions) despite a 2005 law
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prohibiting the practice. D39 incurred a $137K fine in 2015 for having done so;

The levy has gone up by 32 percent in eight years - THREE TIMES the increase in the CPI
during that time, and with only a few dozen additional students;

D39 is insisting on collecting $2 million MORE dollars in 2018 - almost of all of which will
come from Wilmette property tax increases - when next year's school budget is already fully
funded, even without the levy;

D39 has been preparing for an eventual "property tax freeze" and problems with the State
of Illinois for nearly a decade now - where is the money they have been or should have
been socking away for that reason? Why do they need more?;

D39 spends money on items that are nice to have but not required for excellent education.
Fancy learning commons (several million dollars) and yet another potential revamp of digital
learning churn away our tax dollars;

If you keep raising taxes so much that new buyers are "taxed" out of this community -
which is already happening! - housing demand and property values will fall and you could
greatly undermine the tax base for the schools in future years;

The elderly on fixed incomes cannot afford this, and neither can we. We are tapped out.

The tax plan going through Congress will cap the property tax deduction on our federal income
taxes, probably at around $10,000. No longer will property taxes paid above that be tax
deductible! You must stop increasing our property taxes now. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Heather Hughes
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Hold steady on the tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:09 PM
To: Kevin Hirsch <khirsch@halfmoonpower.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Hirsch,

I don't see your original email in my inbox - only this reply to Ms. Kearney's note. I apologize if I
missed the original.

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 7:59 AM, Kevin Hirsch <khirsch@halfmoonpower.com> wrote:
Thank you for the response and consideration!

Have a great day,

Kevin Hirsch
<redacted phone number>

On Nov 9, 2017, at 1:17 AM, Tracy Kearney <kearneyt@wilmette39.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Hirsch,
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Thank you very much for sharing your position and rationale regarding the D39 proposed tax levy extension.  It is
important that we hear from our constituents so that we are able to best represent.  I am appreciative of your input
and will consider your position and perspective as we move through this process.  Thank you again -

Sincerely,
Tracy Kearney

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 10:50 AM, Kevin Hirsch <khirsch@halfmoonpower.com> wrote:
D39 Board of Education,

Please hold firm on the tax levy.  I know it’s tough to balance the bills, but please err on the
side of the homeowners in Wilmette. 

We have been hurt by tax increases without commensurate appreciation in property values.
In fact, the increased property taxes decreases the affordability of homes for all. 

Let’s work with what we have and keep the levy the same. 

Thank you,

A concerned Wilmette resident, 

Kevin Hirsch
<redacted phone number>
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support for extending the annual tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:49 AM
To: Emily Hayden <emhayden1@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Hayden,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:13 AM, Emily Hayden <emhayden1@gmail.com> wrote:

Good morning,

We are writing to inform you of our support for extending the
annual tax levy.

Extending  the tax levy will help the District to keep pace with
inflation.  Doing so will ensure adequate funding for
the children in our district as we work together to provide an
education necessary in our complex, 21st century world.
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Whether it is Romona, where our two sons first went, or any of
the other elementary schools, Highcrest, or Wilmette Junior
high, District 39 has a long history of amazing schools. We
hope our schools will continue to ensure a well-rounded,
excellent education to students up to eighth grade. 

To maintain our amazing schools, to provide the range of
resources which our students require, we need them to be fully
funded. 

Many thanks for your consideration and for all the work you do
as a District 39 Board member.

Best,

Emily and Paul Hayden
310 Wilshire Drive East
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Don't Raise the Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:30 PM
Cc: Andrea Hawes <andi.hawes@gmail.com>, Raymond Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Hawes,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 12:45 AM, Tracy Kearney <kearneyt@wilmette39.org> wrote:
Dear Ms. Hawes,

Thank you very much for sharing your position and rationale regarding the D39 proposed tax levy extension.  It is
important that we hear from our constituents so that we are able to best represent.  I am appreciative of your input
and will consider your position and perspective as we move through this process.  Thank you again -

Sincerely,
Tracy Kearney

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 3:07 PM, Andrea Hawes <andi.hawes@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear: Wilmette/D39 Board of Education:

I am a resident of Wilmette. I am writing to you to not to raise the levy - and taxes on Wilmette
residents - in 2018.
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As a ten-year resident of Wilmette, raising six children here has become increasingly
financially burdensome.  While we love this town, another increase in taxes would
force us to consider moving elsewhere in order to avoid the tax burden placed
upon us.  Please consider budget cuts and greater fiscal responsibility
as alternatives to tax increases on Wilmette’s residents.

Thank you for your consideration.

Andrea Hawes
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax levy and bullying

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>
To: betsy Hart <bc.hart@icloud.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Hart,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017 levy request vote to be held i
December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of attention, with community members expressing both support
concerns. I have been speaking with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the levy process, present some in
principles that have guided the Board’s financial considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios
District finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue. As always, membe
public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night (December 18
provides another opportunity to hear more information, and voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote
taken during the December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Tue, Oct 24, 2017 at 7:53 AM, betsy Hart <bc.hart@icloud.com> wrote:
To the School Board of District 39:

Again, thank you  all so much for your service:

I would like to make clear my opposition to D39 schools raising the levy (and our property taxes) again this year.

I do not believe that D39 has a "right" to expect millions of additional dollars, year after year, from the Wilmette taxpayer sim
because you are allowed to collect it. Rather, I believe that you should make your case for this action.  So I am asking that y

- Make the case for the increase in terms of the improved student outcomes you expect to see as a direct result, and the me
use to measure these outcomes. If your answer refers to the funding of new programs, please explain how these programs 
improve student outcomes, and what metric you will use to measure them. 

- Conversely, please make the case for what specific need or needs will NOT be met if the levy were not increased this year

Second, I am concerned students who express a conservative political philosophy, across all three surveys you administere
issues  - parents, teachers, students - report being the second highest group experiencing bullying. You have plans and goa
addressing a wide range bullying behavior, and that is fantastic.  I commend you. 
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But this harassment and intimidation of conservative students is one of the few that happens because of speech, and the 
thinks, and so I believe it might take a different kind of response.

 I would like to know what you doing to specifically address the issue of students who express conservative political views e
higher rates of harassment than almost any other student group in D39?

Thank you so much for your time. I look forward to hearing back from you.

Betsy Hart
Wilmette

s

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Tax levy and bullying

2 of 2 11/13/17, 4:16 PM



Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Dist 39 please DO NOT CUT funding

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:56 AM
To: Kristin Harper <kristincrane@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Harper,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 7:42 PM, Kristin Harper <kristincrane@yahoo.com> wrote:
In light of the info circulating via email/Next Door Lake Sheridan, I’m urging you to NOT cut
funding for DIST 39. Thank you.

Kristin Crane Harper
Wilmette

KCH,
<phone number redacted>

sent from my iPhone
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39 Support of Extending the Annual Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:45 AM
To: Kristina Grbavac <kgrbavac@outlook.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Grbavac,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 6:53 PM, Kristina Grbavac <kgrbavac@outlook.com> wrote:

Dear D39 Board and Dr. Lechner,

I am writing to you to express my support of the extension of the annual tax levy.  This has been
a previous practice of the District and beneficial to maintaining the high standard of our education
system.  If we cannot keep-up with costs of our amazing and award winning schools we will lose
much as a community.  Our schools attract new residents which increases home values and we
all benefit from a strong housing market. 

I thank you for your time and all your hard work.
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Kristina Grbavac

Wilmette Resident
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:00 PM
To: Caroline <caroline.goldstein@sbcglobal.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Goldstein,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 6:42 PM, Caroline <caroline.goldstein@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
Dear D39 School Board Members:

I am writing to you to express my support for the extension of the tax levy to keep pace with
inflation. Maintaining the current levy while the costs of goods and services increase amounts to
a cut in funding to D39 schools. Investing in maintaining Wilmette’s excellent school system is of
critical importance to me as both a parent of children in D39 and a property owner in Wilmette.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Caroline Goldstein
1426 Lake Avenue, Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:53 AM
To: SUSAN GALLAGHER <sfgallagher@mac.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Gallagher,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 9:31 PM, SUSAN GALLAGHER <sfgallagher@mac.com> wrote:
To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  We moved to Wilmette from the city of
Chicago so that our children could receive a top-notch education.  They have both graduated from
District 39, having experienced exactly the kind of educational experience for which we had hoped.

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for the
2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized so
that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to D39
children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with the
long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    
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Sincerely,

Susan & Sean Gallagher
1137 Greenwood Ave.
Wilmette IL 60091
(M) 847-951-6885
sfgallagher@mac.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Increased Levy thoughts

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:19 PM
To: KRISTA GALLAGHER <k.gallagher@icloud.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Gallagher,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 2:05 PM, KRISTA GALLAGHER <k.gallagher@icloud.com> wrote:
Dear D39 School Board - 
Thank you so much for your dedication to our community and our kids.  Regardless of how you
decide on various topics, I am grateful to have caring, intelligent, thoughtful individuals working
for our kids.  Thank you!

I understand the proposed levy is a hot topic at the moment, and I believe that is with good
reason.  While I ultimately trust this body to make informed, careful decisions about stewarding
the resources of our community,  I want to express that I lean away from increasing the tax
burden in today’s environment.  

As a whole, our state is heavily taxed and losing residents.  I have not looked into the statistics,
but I have to believe that those who leave have the skills, connections and exposure to leave - in
other words, they have jobs and pay taxes.  If we were to push this to the extreme,
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disproportionately, those who pay the taxes will leave and those who rely on taxpayer help will be
left behind without adequate support.  I don’t know what this tipping point is, but I worry about it.  

At every government level within Illinois, we should be deliberate about decisions regarding our
taxes. It is easier to retain taxpayers than to replace them.  Please be careful about making
the burden so high that we lose the people who pay the taxes that keep our state functioning.  

Thank you. 
Krista Gallagher

Sent from my iPad
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

District 39

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:49 AM
To: Larry Friedman <larryfriedman63@outlook.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Friedman,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 11:43 AM, Larry Friedman <larryfriedman63@outlook.com> wrote:
I support a tax levy to maintain D39 spending on particular with inflation.  Voting against the
levy effectively cuts education spending. Please support the teachers and students.

Larry Friedman
from LG V30
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Re: Do not raise taxes!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:17 PM
To: "David J. Ford" <djbf@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Ford,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 8:03 AM, David J. Ford <djbf@yahoo.com> wrote:
I truly hope this message and the community outrage doesn’t fall on deaf ears. 

The increase is so out of control it truly makes me wonder about the Board in general for even
considering such a tax. 

I will follow each of your votes with keen interest. 

Regards,

-David
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-----------------------

David J. Ford

224-725-FORD(3673)

djbf@yahoo.com

On Nov 9, 2017, at 2:06 AM, Tracy Kearney <kearneyt@wilmette39.org> wrote:

Dear Mr. Ford,

Thank you very much for sharing your position regarding the D39 proposed tax levy extension.  It is important that
we hear from our constituents so that we are able to best represent.  I am appreciative of your input and will
consider your position and perspective as we move through this process.  Thank you again -

Sincerely,
Tracy Kearney

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 11:15 AM, David J. Ford <djbf@yahoo..com> wrote:

Dear: Wilmette/D39 Board of Education:

I am a resident of Wilmette. I am writing to you to not to raise the levy - and taxes on
Wilmette residents - in 2018.

I am asking this because:

The tax levy is outrageous and Not necessary! 

Thank you for your consideration.

Signed:
David J Ford
310 Laurel Av
Wilmette IL 60091

-----------------------

David J. Ford

224-725-FORD(3673)

djbf@yahoo.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Please ignore the calls to cut District 39 education funding

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:40 AM
To: Daniel Fogel <danfogel@yahoo.com>

Dear Mr. Fogel,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Tue, Nov 7, 2017 at 7:26 AM, Daniel Fogel <danfogel@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear Members of the Board of Education -

I am writing to support board action for extending the levy as has been the board's practice in the
past. In 2011, the community spoke loudly in favor of fiscally responsible community funded
education that emphasized 21st century learning and that supported instruction in foreign
languages, music, and the arts. Our community reaffirmed its commitment to reasonable class
sizes while insisting that our administration and board of education act responsibly with
taxpayers' money. With an ongoing conversation in District 39 on our ability to provide full day
Kindergarten, now is not the time to cut funding by failing to fully extend the levy. 

My hope is that the BOE will hear, weigh, and reject the small, but loud minority who seem to
want to chip away at community funded public education. No one wants to pay higher taxes and
there is no question that our taxes have increased over time. However, it is critical in this moment
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that we look at both the present and the future. There is uncertainty in District 39's future receipt
of both federal and state money.To roll back the amount of local money collected now would be
imprudent and potentially damaging to our children.

In a larger sense, members of the board of education serve for only a short period of time, but
during that time they are stewards of the community. They are part of an unbroken chain,
informed by the past, but also responsible to future boards, and future students and tax payers to
do the right thing now. Please extend the levy to the fullest extent permissible.

Thank you.

Dan Fogel
Wilmette, IL
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Fw: Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:13 PM
To: Laura Fisher <lcfisher@sbcglobal.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Fisher and Mr. Hetler,

No worries on the typo!

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:27 AM, Laura Fisher <lcfisher@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
Apologies Mark, had a typo in your email address on first go around.

On Thursday, November 9, 2017 9:21 AM, Laura Fisher <lcfisher@sbcglobal.net> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  We moved to Wilmette from the city of
Chicago so that our children could receive a top-notch education.  Our oldest daughter has now
graduated from District 39, having experienced exactly the kind of educational experience for
which we had hoped and being well prepared for New Trier.  And after last night's District 39
parent- teacher conferences, we are again reminded of how fortunate our other two children are to
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attend District 39 schools.

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for
the 2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized
so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to
D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with
the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    

Sincerely,
Laura Fisher and John Hetler
821 Forest Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Proposed Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:39 AM
To: Beth Feeley <bklfeeley@yahoo.com>

Dear Ms. Feeley,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sun, Nov 5, 2017 at 7:54 PM, Beth Feeley <bklfeeley@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear Wilmette District 39 School Board:

We write this letter to ask you not to extend the levy this year for Wilmette D39.

We have lived in Wilmette for 13 years and moved here for the schools.  We, like many others,
have seen income levels stagnate, home values drop and taxes increase. 

The D39 school system, on the other hand, has increased its receipt of funds from Wilmette
residents by 37% since 2008.   This is more than three times the rate of inflation and with no
obvious movement in student outcome.  More money is not the answer.

The budget is fully funded without the levy.  We would ask that you take a year to allow the
money that will be "forever lost,” using Ms. Buscemi's words, and leave it in the pockets of the
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Wilmette taxpayers who earned it and who are facing a 33% increase in state income taxes.  The
mindset that somehow you should take as much money as possible just because you can is
troubling.  I would think that you would ask for the money that is required to run the school in an
efficient and effective manner, not just take in extra money because the law allows you to do so.

Out of respect for the people who pay for teacher salaries, for administrator salaries that are
higher than most other school districts, and for related retirement benefits for both groups simply
not to be found in the private sector, we ask that you not to extend the levy this year. 

Sincerely,
Beth and Kevin Feeley
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

In Support of Quality Schools

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:27 PM
To: Gail Schnitzer Eisenberg <GailSEisenberg@gmail.com>

Dear Ms. Schnitzer Eisenberg,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 3:29 PM, Gail Schnitzer Eisenberg <GailSEisenberg@gmail.com> wrote:
Good morning:

I am writing to express my support for the proposed increase to the tax levy to support D39
schools. I moved to Wilmette from Chicago almost three years ago specifically to give my
children the quality public education that my family has enjoyed in this village since the 1960s
(My father and husband are products of D39 schools).

During the last local elections, I have had the pleasure of getting to know many of you. I like the
other Wilmette voters trust you to be good stewards of our school system for today's students
and tomorrows,' like my two children who will attend Central. We are counting on you to be both
forward and critical thinkers. This decision requires you to look at both local and statewide actors.

Locally, our quality schools continue to attract city dwellers to our village, maintaining the value of
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our property. Sources opponents cite to show decreased property values are tellingly published in
sources with express anti-tax agendas like the North Cook News, which has been rebuffed as
propaganda by the Illinois Press Association. See http://www.illinoispress.org/Home/tabid
/105/ArticleID/191/Official-statement-of-the-Illinois-Press-Association-Board-of-Directors.aspx.
Those stories cherry pick years from the housing bubble to compare to present property values.

New families like ours are attracted to our fabulous schools funded by our tax dollars. The
alternative for many of us was likely paying high private school rates in the city in addition to the
property taxes. In comparing your proposed tax increase to what I would have been paying in the
city, I was astonished to see tuition over $20k per kid a year at the school I would have
considered. 

As it is, your ability to raise taxes without a referendum is restricted to levels that do not keep
pace with the increases in costs. We are lucky to have such a fiscally responsible board that
keeps our costs per pupil so low, especially as compared to our peer districts, but we must
continue to pay our teachers well or risk losing our educators to other districts. We cannot afford
to play political games with our children's education.

At the state level, there is much uncertainty that counsels in favor of the cautious approach--- the
proposed modestly increased tax levy. It is unclear what changes are on the table regarding
pension liabilities and school funding. There is also much discussion about a property tax freeze
without replacement funds from the state that will detrimentally impact our community's ability to
serve our students' needs.

I trust that you will do the job for which you were elected and serve our community for today as
well as tomorrow.

--
Gail Schnitzer Eisenberg
GailSEisenberg@gmail.com
(847) 899-7636
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

It's important to extend the tax levy for District 39

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:43 PM
To: Ann Dronen <adronen@ameritech.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Dronen,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 9:12 AM, Ann Dronen <adronen@ameritech.net> wrote:
Dear Wilmette District 39 Board Members,
First, thank you for your service - I know it's a big commitment and I appreciate your service!
I am writing to urge you to support the extension of the tax levy for District 39 to account for
CPI/inflation. Listening to some of the comments from those who are objecting to the extension,
had I not known better, I might have concluded that District 39 spending is out of control!
However, I have done my homework and looked at the facts and I know that is not the case.
District 39 is the most fiscally conservative district of all of the New Trier Feeder districts, has the
largest class sizes, and spends the least per pupil. District 39 is consistently among the bottom
districts in spending per pupil in comparison to 20 area school districts, including comparably
sized districts.
There is no doubt in my mind that District 39 should extend the tax levy to account for
CPI/inflation. I urge you to look at the facts and support the extension of the tax levy.
Thank you,
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Ann Dronen
Wilmette resident for 26 years
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support for Extending the Annual Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:20 PM
To: Robert Drewry <robertdrewry@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Drewry,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 7:10 AM, Robert Drewry <robertdrewry@gmail.com> wrote:
Good morning, Mr. Steen:

My wife and I are writing to inform you of our support for extending the annual tax levy.

We approve of the levy because the increase in funding for District 39 allows the district's
finances to keep pace with inflation. As a result, there will be adequate funding to support
teachers, staff, administrators, and parents who work in concert to provide educational support
for children.

In June, we purchased a house on Central Avenue near Romona. Our daughter will be enrolling
as a Kindergartener in the fall. We chose Wilmette over all the other New Trier Township villages
and other towns nearby because of its excellent schools. With Romona's recent Blue Ribbon
designation, the quality of District 39's schools is more evident than ever. Supporting the tax levy
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allows for continued success for all of the district's schools.

I know the quality of these schools first-hand because I (Rob) graduated from McKenzie and
Wilmette Junior High. To ensure that our daughter and thousands of other children receive the
same, high-quality education that I did, the schools need to be fully funded. 

Thank you very much for your consideration and all the work you do as a District 39 Board
member.

Our Best,

Rob and Carolyn Drewry
2928 Central Avenue
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:28 PM
To: Rhona DiCamillo <rdicamillo@dkmgconsulting.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. DiCamillo,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 1:56 PM, Rhona DiCamillo <rdicamillo@dkmgconsulting.com> wrote:
To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  Two of our children have graduated from D39 and our
youngest son is still enjoying his D39 experience.  We moved to Wilmette from the city of Chicago so that our
children could receive a top-notch education.  

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for the 2017 tax year. 
We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized so that the District can continue to
provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy
increase is financially prudent and in keeping with the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    

Sincerely,

Rhona & Joe DiCamillo
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Rhona DiCamillo
DKMG Consulting LLC
Tel: 847.251.3791
Cell: 312.802.0429
www.DKMGconsulting.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax meeting

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:45 PM
To: Susan Clabby <susanclabby@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Clabby,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:34 PM, Susan Clabby <susanclabby@gmail.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Board Member:

For 23 years, I have been paying D39 taxes and voted in favor of all previous District referenda.  

Tonight the D39 Board will be considering a 4.36% tax levy increase. 

It seems that they have not been transparent with the community on the "surplus" tax revenues

they have received this year and will be receiving in the future years due to the Cook County

extravagant tax increase in New Trier District 2016 property tax assessment.

As you no doubt know, the New Trier County Board objected to the Cook County Assessor on the

inaccurate revised assessments, telling the Assessor that most of the New Trier District housing 

values are the same as they were in 2009. 

In other words, the large% assessment was unfair, and they are only accepting a few New Trier

District assessment appeals. In addition, D39 will benefit greatly from all the large new houses 

being built on the lakefront. Again, the Board is not being transparent and indicating in its budget 

this guaranteed windfall when 4-5 high value new houses are occupied in 2018. 
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So in addition to the annual 4% annual tax levy increase for the past 8 years, the District has also

received significant bonus income from Cook County due to the 2016 revised assessments and

the increase in the number of 2018 newly built Wilmette homes with values greater than $6 million.

I am requesting that you reconsider the 4.36% tax levy.

After 23 years of living in Wilmette, I know many members of our community and there are nearly

an equal amount of residents in support of the 4.36% tax levy, and against it. 

A decision for you to reduce the 4.36% tax levy by 50%, would likely result in both the support group

and the opposed group being moderately satisfied.  Compromise is the respectable leadership decision.

Thank you for reading, 

Susan Clabby

610 Forest Av

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Tax meeting

2 of 2 11/13/17, 4:03 PM



Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Extend the Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:39 PM
To: Katherine Byrnes <katherine_byrnes@yahoo.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Byrnes,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 7:28 AM, Katherine Byrnes <katherine_byrnes@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear D39 Education Board,

I hope you will vote in December to continue to provide D39 children with the best 
education possible by continuing to increase the tax levy by the CPI rate. I've had 2 
children graduate from D39 and 1 child still in the system and I value the education 
they received or are receiving. 

I believe the Board works hard to deliver top-notch education while being fiscally 
prudent, therefore, I support an increase to the tax levy (by CPI) in 2017.

Sincerely, 
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Katherine Byrnes
Wilmette Resident
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Letter to D39 Board re: Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:23 PM
To: dmbutler@billowbutler.com, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Butler,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Tue, Nov 7, 2017 at 5:09 PM, Darrell M. Butler <dmbutler@billowbutler.com> wrote:

[[also attached as a pdf]]

Dear Members of the District 39 Board:

As a nearly 20-year resident, I have seen my property taxes increase enormously while my
property values have been stagnant.  This is, in large measure, due to the never-ending
increases that our school boards seek each year in their tax levy requests.  Not surprisingly, the
Board continues to request about 4.5% increases annually since that number allows the Board to
avoid seeking public approval. 

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Letter to D39 Board re: Tax Levy

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:00 PM



It should not have to be said, but it seems not to be considered by the Board:  TAXES ARE
MONEY BELONGING TO THE RESIDENTS, NOT THE BOARD AND NOT THE SCHOOL.  WE
VOLUNTARILY SUBMIT TO THESE TAXES IN EXCHANGE FOR SOME BENEFIT.  Let me say
that, in my opinion, the Board’s recurring behavior is careless and irresponsible.  You are our
neighbors.  We elect you as fiduciaries to effectively manage our schools and to utilize our money
(taxes) efficiently.  You have failed us and continue to fail us.

One of the reasons we moved to Wilmette was because of very good schools.  Well, the schools
were good 20 years ago, were good 10 years ago and are still good.  BUT, taxes are up at almost
3 times the rate of inflation.  Enrollment has been flat.  What does that tell me?  That the Board
continues each year to extract an unnecessary percentage of our income with no REAL
JUSTIFICATION or BENEFIT.  It is wasteful and irresponsible.

IT MUST STOP.  I am opposed to any levy increase at all.  Please focus on operating efficiencies
and setting priorities and working within a zero-based budget concept that is, at most, inflation
based and not ‘take as much as we can get without citizen approval’. 

Sincerely,

Darrell M. Butler

816 Gregory Avenue

Wilmette.
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

D39 - Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:22 PM
To: "Bragiel, Tom" <tbragiel@lganet.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Bragiel,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 10:25 AM, Bragiel, Tom <tbragiel@lganet.com> wrote:

Dear D39 Board:

I have been a Wilmette resident for 18 years (2 homes) and have seen my taxes go up over
250%, more so in the last 10 years. I am against the 4.36% increase you are considering. In
talking with several Wilmette residents, I have come to learn that you have not been transparent
with the community on the "surplus" tax revenues you have received this year and in the future
years due to the Cook County tax increase in New Trier District 2016 property tax assessment.
Just because you have the authority to increase the levy, doesn't mean you should automatically
do it. You need to consider the future value of homes in Wilmette that will attract the younger
families that will be using the D39 schools. I can tell you from personal experience that one of the
reasons people are not buying homes in Wilmette is due the exorbitant real estate taxes. Better
home values are now being considered in surrounding communities, which wasn't the case in the
past. On a positive note, there are several new homes being built that you have yet to consider
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the increased tax revenue. As you probably know, when you tear down a $500,000 house and
build a $2,000,000 home, the taxes increase is dramatic.

I am requesting that you reconsider the 4.36% tax levy and consider the future value of Wilmette
real estate and the effect that taxes will have on buyers & sellers well into the future. We are
going to tax ourselves right out of the market with younger families looking to other communities
for better value. We are getting frustrated with ALL the taxes. Please listen to the residents and
not take the easy way out, using your authority to increase taxes without looking at other
alternatives. I would be shocked if the majority of residents agreed to the 4.36% increase if you
provided full disclosure as to the need for the increase without considering all other options.

Thank you,

Tom & Sue Bragiel (2721 Iroquois Rd.)

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - D39 - Tax Levy

2 of 2 11/13/17, 4:05 PM



Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Extend the Tax Levy!

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:26 PM
To: Chad Boomgaarden <chadboom@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Boomgaarden,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 10, 2017 at 2:45 PM, Chad Boomgaarden <chadboom@gmail.com> wrote:

D39 BOE and Dr. Lechner,

We are writing in support of extending the annual tax levy in accordance with the law and with
past District practice.

We encourage you to continue with the historical practice of extending the levy as reviewed to
ensure we maintain our high educational standards & practices while continuing to effectively
manage the district finances with a long-term perspective such that we do not have to go back to
the community to ask for an 'above levy' tax increase in the near future.

As an additional point to add here - there is no taxing body we have more confidence and faith in
as far as being careful stewards of tax dollars than we do for D39. We know that this organization
is thoughtful & prudent in consideration of spending, both in planning for near-in and longer term,
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to meet the needs of the students, expectations of the community and financial situation of the
community tax payers who support public education.

We urge you, Do NOT cut funding for District 39 children.

Thank you all for your thoughtful consideration of this topic.

Chad & Nicole Boomgaarden

1315 Central Avenue

Wilmette, IL 60091
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:54 AM
To: Margie Bennett <mmiltonbennett@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Bennett,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 6:26 PM, Margie Bennett <mmiltonbennett@gmail.com> wrote:
To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  One of our children has graduated from
D39 and our younger daughter is still enjoying her D39 experience.  We moved to Wilmette from
the city of Chicago so that our children could receive a top-notch education.

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for
the 2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount
authorized so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and
programs to D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in
keeping with the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed.

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.
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Sincerely,

Margie & Mike Bennett

Margie Bennett
847-853-8775 （home）
847-922-3231（cell）
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 2:28 PM
To: Peter Baugher <pbaugher@baugherlegal.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. and Mrs Baugher,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Wed, Nov 8, 2017 at 2:36 PM, Peter Baugher <pbaugher@baugherlegal.com> wrote:

Dear Mr. Steen (and fellow District 39 Board Members),

Our community values education. We voted for the last District 39 and New Trier referendums.
We expect and are willing to pay for continued quality education.

The Board should approve a levy sufficient to fund the budget, including reasonable
reserves. But not more. A higher levy is unfair to taxpayers and risks the Board’s
credibility with residents.
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Please scale the levy accordingly.

Thank you for your service to the community,

Peter and Robin Baugher

1310 Sheridan Road

Wilmette, IL 60091

847-251-2823
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Modest tax increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 1:47 PM
To: Jeff Axelrod <jeff@theaxelrods.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Axelrod,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 8:53 PM, Jeff Axelrod <jeff@theaxelrods.com> wrote:
Dear Trustee Steen, 

Thanks so much for all you do for our schools.  I fully support the small and necessary tax
increase needed to maintain inflation-adjusted costs.  It works out to about $100 per resident on
average to maintain proper school funding.  It's a benefit to the entire community and it's of
course the right thing to do.  The community is with you on this--please feel free to contact me if
you need any additional support.

Thanks,
Jeff Axelrod
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

tax levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:23 PM
To: Erin Lois Arnold <erin@aofam.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Arnold and Mr. Olson,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sat, Nov 11, 2017 at 12:14 PM, Erin Lois Arnold <erin@aofam.com> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  We moved to Wilmette from the city of
Chicago so that our children could receive a top-notch education.  They have both graduated from
District 39, having experienced exactly the kind of educational experience for which we had
hoped.

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for
the 2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized
so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to
D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with
the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.
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Sincerely , Erin Arnold and Chris Olson, 1331 Greenwood Ave, Wilmette

    

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - tax levy

2 of 2 11/13/17, 4:31 PM



Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

support for tax levy for District 39 schools

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:23 PM
To: william arnold <billncele@comcast.net>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Arnold,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sat, Nov 11, 2017 at 1:04 PM, william arnold <billncele@comcast.net> wrote:
To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We would like to voice our strong support for continuing to update the tax levy for district 39
schools. We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its

levy for the 2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount

authorized so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and

programs to D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in

keeping with the long-standing good stewardship the Board has employed. 

We have lived in Wilmette for 42 years and have sent our 2 daughters through
District 39 schools then on to New Trier high school. Likewise they have sent our 5
grandchildren through District 39 schools with 2 of them now in New Trier high
school and the other three still progressing through grade school. In all respects,
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our experience with District 39 schools has been uniformly positive over this time.
We want to congratulate you and the other administrators and teachers of District
39 on the outstanding education provided in our schools. Our view is that it is the
least we can do to keep up the financial support necessary to facilitate your efforts
on behalf of the children in our community. Congratulations and thanks for a job
well done!
Sincerely,
Bill and Cele Arnold
751 Michigan Ave
Wilmette
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Support for TAX LEVY for D39 schools

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:22 PM
To: Katie Arnold <katiea123@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Ms. Arnold,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Sat, Nov 11, 2017 at 2:34 PM, Katie Arnold <katiea123@gmail.com> wrote:
To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

I would like to voice my strong support for continuing to update the tax levy for district 39 schools. We understand
that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its levy for the 2017 tax year. 
We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum amount authorized so that the District
can continue to provide the valuable and essential curriculum and programs to D39 children. 
Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is financially prudent and in keeping with the long-standing
good stewardship the Board has employed. 

I have lived in Wilmette for 42 years and am currently sending my three children
through D39 schools. My experience with District 39 schools has been uniformly
positive and I want to congratulate you and the other administrators and teachers of
District 39 on the outstanding education provided in our schools. Please keep
up the financial support necessary to facilitate the excellent education for the
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children in our community. 

Sincerely,
Katie Arnold
1020 Ashland Ave

Katie Arnold | Founder/Principal Consultant 

katie@sprigconsulting.com
408.805.0520

www.sprigconsulting.com
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Proposed Tax Increase

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:36 AM
To: smale/altieri <prcsmale@sbcglobal.net>

Dear Ms. Altieri,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Fri, Nov 3, 2017 at 10:25 AM, smale/altieri <prcsmale@sbcglobal.net> wrote:
To Whom It May Concern,

I believe in good schools, great neighbourhoods, and paying our respectful portion of taxes. I
have lived in this town for 13 years. We started our children's education in private schools paying
for their tuition independently while still paying our taxes, knowingly that they were soley used for
D39 schools. That was our decision and we understood our actions to do so. After a while we
decided to switch to D39 public schools because of the amazing reputation and services they
offered to the kids fortunate to live in this town. This was a huge incentive but not the only reason.
The market crashed, we hit a recession and things slowed down at work. A short while after, D39
raised our taxes based on our property assessments meanwhile our property value was at our
lowest , yet our taxes were not compensated for that loss. Currently our property taxes are at
their all time high yet the value of our house has barely reached it’s original value.
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I’m all for our tax money going towards making our schools great and keeping them great. I do
not agree with doing a tax levy just because you have the option to without an agenda, being
fiscally responsible, and listening to your tax payers points. I feel that just raising taxes because
you can will in the end drive people away from this wonderful town. I appreciate all of your hard
time and work in your efforts to keep D39 on top, just ask that you only make your decisions on
fiscally necessary changes.

Thank you for your time,

Michelle Altieri
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Don't Cut Education Funding

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 11:40 AM
To: Kimberly Alcantara <kimberly@alcantaralaw.com>

Dear Ms. Alcantara,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Mon, Nov 6, 2017 at 12:53 PM, Kimberly Alcantara <kimberly@alcantaralaw.com> wrote:
TO: D39 Board Members
FROM: Kimberly Alcantara

I am writing to express my support for extending the levy consistent with past board practice in
order to keep up with cost of living increases, and to prevent D39 from falling into a precarious
position in the foreseeable future. Financial projections by the board should be conservative in
nature. And, at this time, I believe the failure to extend the levy would amount to malfeasance by
the board given financial uncertainties brewing in Springfield combined with clear and
foreseeable increases in expenses. Both parties in Springfield have recently proposed a property
tax freeze for a duration ranging from two to four years. And, it is only a matter of time before
Springfield shifts pension cost responsibilities to school districts. If D39 were to self-impose a
freeze this year, the compounding effects of that decision are obvious — and disastrous when
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combined with actions by the State legislature that could hamstring the district for years to come.

I am particularly concerned that one board member expressed the opinion that extending the levy
may not be necessary, while at the same time assuring her listeners that D39 has the money to
approve a major construction plan at Highcrest. It may be that D39 would be financially solvent
next year and even the following year without extending the levy this year. However, with or
without the uncertainties presented by the mess in Springfield, the failure to extend the levy at
this time would place D39 in a potentially disastrous position within a few short years with the
compounding effects of such a self-imposed freeze. It is incumbent upon board members to
consider the financial stability of the district for years into the future — not just the years that
members foresee sitting on the board. The idea of kicking the can down the road, leaving future
board members to deal with a financial mess, is both distressing and irresponsible. If anything,
the Board should be more conservative in its projections — targeting an operating fund balance
of not less than 40%.

Please safeguard education funding in our community, and extend the levy to align with cost of
living increases, as has been the practice by the Board in past years. The failure to extend the
levy would be a funding cut, which is inconsistent with the values and desires of the D39
community, and would hurt property values by scaring away prospective new families who seek
out Wilmette as a community that holds the education of its students in the highest regard.

Thank you.
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Annual Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:15 PM
To: Oscar Alcantara <oscar.l.alcantara@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mr. Alcantara,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 4:50 PM, Oscar Alcantara <oscar.l.alcantara@gmail.com> wrote:
To the Board of Education - District 39, and Dr. Lechner:

I am writing to encourage you to extend the annual tax levy consistent with the careful practices of the District
39 Board throughout the years.  The Board has demonstrated in tax-year after tax-year that it carefully attends
to the financial needs of the district in order to keep pace with inflation; to maintain the excellence of Wilmette
Schools for our children; and to do so in a manner that makes tremendous and efficient use of every tax dollar,
especially in comparison with neighboring, New Trier feeder districts.  To vary from these historical practices
would do a great disservice to our community and to the educational needs of our children. 

Thank you very much for your service to our community.

Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Mail - Annual Tax Levy

1 of 2 11/13/17, 4:40 PM



Oscar Alcantara
1626 Spencer Avenue

Wilmette, Illinois
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Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org>

Tax Levy

Mark Steen <steenm@wilmette39.org> Mon, Nov 13, 2017 at 12:14 PM
To: Denise Akason <ddakason@gmail.com>, Ray Lechner <lechnerr@wilmette39.org>

Dear Mrs. and Mr. Akason,

On behalf of the District 39 Board of Education, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the 2017
levy request vote to be held in December. As you probably know, this topic has received a lot of
attention, with community members expressing both support and concerns. I have been speaking
with Board members individually and we have been making an effort to read each of the
communications.

The District will present several reports at the November Board meeting. The reports explain the
levy process, present some informal principles that have guided the Board’s financial
considerations recently, and quantify the impact of several potential scenarios on future District
finances. Subsequent to the reports, Board members will have an opportunity to discuss the issue.
As always, members of the public will have an opportunity to voice their thoughts during the public
comment portions of the meeting.

In December, the Board will hold both a Levy Hearing and a Regular Meeting on the same night
(December 18th). The Levy Hearing provides another opportunity to hear more information, and
voice concerns, about the levy request vote. The levy request vote will be taken during the
December Regular Meeting.

Once again, we appreciate your communication and will try to understand the various positions of
the voters of District 39.

Yours sincerely,

Mark Steen

President, D39 Board of Education

On Thu, Nov 9, 2017 at 11:23 AM, Denise Akason <ddakason@gmail.com> wrote:

To Wilmette Public Schools District 39 Board Members and Administrators:

We value the education being provided by District 39.  All 4 of our children have graduated
from D39. We understand the relationship between school quality and property values, and
would like to see the levels of both maintained. 

We understand that at the School Board meeting in December, the Board will consider its
levy for the 2017 tax year.  We encourage the Board to extend the levy at the maximum
amount authorized so that the District can continue to provide the valuable and essential
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curriculum and programs to D39 children.  Indeed, we believe that the levy increase is
financially prudent and in keeping with the long-standing good stewardship the Board has
employed. 

We support an increase in the 2017 levy.    

Sincerely,

Denise and Brad Akason

1207 Elmwood

Wilmette, IL 60091
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