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New Trier High School Survey Report 

Background Information 

During the second semester of their freshman year, freshmen at New Trier High school 
participate in a survey evaluating their perceptions of preparedness for the challenges of 
high school. This past spring, 1030 New Trier freshmen, representing all of the sender 
schools and private schools in the area, took the survey. In addition to reporting perceived 
preparedness in core academic areas, the survey also asks respondents to comment on 
elective classes chosen, physical education, participation in musical and theatrical 
performances, and participation in extra-curricular and athletic activities at the junior high 
level. The survey is administered to students during their Kinetic Well ness classes. 

For the purposes of this report, we will primarily focus on the response from Wilmette 
Junior High School graduates (N=426). As Principal of WJHS, I have access to our 
school's responses and to "All Freshman" responses. Comparisons in this report will 
center on "All Freshman." In addition to the student data, we have regular articulation 
meetings with the teachers at New Trier. The perception of the New Trier staff is that 
WJHS students are well prepared and perform at a high level in all classes at NTHS. 

Preparedness of Students by Subject 

Students were asked to self-rate their level of preparedness for all subjects on a four-point 
scale (Well Prepared, Adequately Prepared, Somewhat Prepared, and Not Prepared). For 
the purpose of this report, we combined the "Well Prepared" and "Adequately Prepared" 
categories as positive indicators of preparedness and the "Somewhat Prepared" and "Not 
Prepared" categories as negative indicators. 

Included in this report is information on core classes (English, Mathematics, Science and 
Social Studies) and Foreign Language. As the data show, on the whole, our students are 
leaving the junior high reporting a high level of preparedness for the rigor of the NTHS 
curriculum. 

On average 77% of former WJHS students surveyed, reported that their elementary and 
middle school experiences prepared them for New Trier. It is important to note that of the 
students surveyed on average around 10% reported that they participated in a level other 
than the level recommended by NTHS. The majority of these level changes resulted in the 
students participating in a level higher than the recommended (61% of students indicating 
they took a level other than the recommended level). 



Table 1· Student preparedness by subject 
WJHS TOWNSHIP 

Subject Prepared Unprepared Prepared Unprepared 
English (Literature) 74% 31% 75% 23% 

English (Writing) 68% 32% 68% 32% 
Mathematics 79% 21% 74% 25% 
Science 58% 35% 64% 29% 
Social Studies 70% 25% 72% 21% 
Foreign Language 70% 25% 66% 25% 
*Totals may not equal100% as some students answered "na" to the question. 
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

(+) (-) (+) (-) (+) (-) (+) (-) (+) (-) (+) (-) 

English 
66% 33% 62% 37% 79% 13% 79% 17% 73% 26% 74% 31% (Literature) 

English 
64% 36% 66% 33% 80% 20% 78% 21% 74% 26% 68% 32% (Writing) 

Mathematics 85% 15% 86% 13% 85% 15% 83% 16% 82% 18% 79% 21% 

Science 69% 31% 68% 31% 70% 26% 73% 24% 57% 37% 58% 35% 

Social 
82% 18% 85% 14% 83% 8% 75% 16% 77% 18% 70% 25% 

Studies 

Foreign 
66% 34% 65% 34% 70% 23% 71% 21% 71% 24% 70% 25% Language 

Continuing Data on Preparedness and the Freshman Experience 

Students were asked a series of questions regarding social service, connections with 
adults, homework and study skills. The following section will report percentages of student 
responses in four categories: strongly agree, agree, disagree, and strongly disagree. 



Table 3: Student preparedness other categories 

Question 
Strongly 

Agree Disagree 
Strongly 

Agree Disagree 

My JH experience prepared 
me to be successful in high 21% 56% 14% 9% 
school. 

At my JH, there were 
community service 
opportunities to use my 18% 55% 19% 9% 
talents and skills to help 
others. 

At my JH, there was an adult 
I felt comfortable going to 

37% 46% 17% 11% when I needed help or 
wanted to talk. 

The amount of homework I 
received in JH was 14% 39% 27% 20% appropriate to prepare me 
for high school expectations. 

At my JH, I learned 
adequate skills to be 

22% 46% 19% 14% organized and study 
appropriately. 

As we analyze the historical freshman survey data, we have noticed some trends in both 
the WJHS data as compared over years, and the WJHS data as compared with the 
Township as a whole. Subject areas addressed by the Freshman Survey are broken down 
in the following section to demonstrate action steps currently underway in each area. 

In outlining action steps, a few considerations must be made: 
• Student comments reflect their feelings of preparedness based on personal 

experiences and relationships with specific teachers, while staff at NTHS continues 
to share that students come well-prepared and achieve well in their classes at 
NTHS. 

• Instructional methods at a high school level differ greatly from those at the middle 
school and junior high level. As the 5-8 curriculum in most areas has become 
increasingly focused on a climate of inquiry and discussion in the classroom, the 
high school departments report continued whole-class instruction, note taking, and 
an emphasis on homework. 

• Homework is included in the grade in most departments at NTHS, and differs by 
department as to how much it "counts" toward a grade. 

• The amount of students indicating they took a level higher than was recommended 
increased from 7% in last year's report, to 10% this year's report. 



• In the areas of English (Writing), Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies, where 
percentages decreased from last year, likewise the percentages dropped for 
preparedness across the township as a whole (see chart below). 

2016 TOWNSHIP 2017 TOWNSHIP 
Subject Prepared Unprepared Prepared Unprepared 
English (Literature) 74% 25% 75% 23% 
English (Writing) 70% 30% 68% 32% 
Mathematics 80% 20% 74% 25% 
Science 66% 27% 64% 29% 
Social Studies 80% 13% 72% 21% 
Foreign Language 64% 26% 66% 25% 

English Language (Literature and Reading) 

While feelings of preparedness in English (writing) is down from last year, District 39 
students report preparedness that is on par with the rest of the township. The first year of 
implementation of new writing curriculum took place during the last school year when the 
students reporting on the survey were freshmen, so we will be interested in next year's 
numbers, and are hopeful that they will improve as a result of new curricular 
implementation. The ELA department at WJHS continues to collaborate with the English 
department at NTHS, and many department members attended a summer workshop this 
past summer that was hosted at NTHS and sponsored by the Township-wide ELA steering 
committee. It focused on annotation techniques, vocabulary development, and shared 
inquiry. Throughout the year, we will be hosting the English Department Chair at WJHS to 
discuss further ways the two departments can align and improve our students' feelings of 
preparedness for the high school. 

The 5-8 administrative team is also working with the Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction on a series of professional development opportunities for teachers, specifically 
in ELA, focused around feedback and inquiry for the coming year. These opportunities 
should allow our teachers to grow in their understanding of conferring, feedback, and 
supporting students in their development both as readers and writers, on a continued path 
toward preparation for the rigors of English at New Trier. 

Reading curriculum is in the first year of implementation this year, so we will continue to 
monitor the numbers in reading to ensure that they remain steady or increase. 

Mathematics 

In light of professional development from Jo Boaler last year, as well as follow-up 
discussions, the math department has been looking at new ways to support students in 
developing strategies for learning and in applying the mathematical practices in the 
classroom. Already this year they have started learning new ways to develop 
mathematical discourse in their classrooms, and leaders in the math department have led 
professional development at both Institute Days in September. 



Social Studies 

With social studies classes, it is important to consider the inquiry-based approach that 
instructors at Wilmette Junior High take with instruction. This is a newer approach to 
instruction that has taken place in the last 3 years, and the reporting freshman class was 
the first group to have participated in the full implementation of these changes at WJHS. 
Social studies at WJHS is assessed in a performance-based nature, and students are 
engaged in projects and hands-on assignments to demonstrate their learning and 
understandings of concepts and themes aligned with the C3 Framework for social studies 
(College, Career, and Civic Life). This framework calls on social studies teachers to 
instruct students so that they are able to develop critical thinking and problem solving skills 
that are central to engaged dialogue and understanding of past and present. There is very 
little homework in social studies classes at WJHS. 

The course is different and the curriculum is different at NTHS, with students either taking 
World History or the combined English/World History class. This difference is important to 
consider. Moving forward we will communicate with the Social Studies department at New 
Trier to investigate ways we might be able to align and support our students in feeling 
better prepared for social studies classes at the high school. 

Science 

In last year's report, we saw science numbers decrease in Wilmette, as well as with the 
rest of the Township. This year's survey has the numbers going slightly up (by 1 %), and 
we would expect that trend to continue due to many items that we put into place over the 
last year. Science teachers now include more writing in science, they discuss all of the 
options for high school level classes and proper preparation for those classes with 
students (i.e. physics requires higher levels of math), and they assign homework and notes 
in an aligned fashion with what is expected at the high school level, based on 
conversations that were had with the NTHS Science department leaders and members 
throughout the year last year. 

World Languages 

Numbers in World Languages continue to demonstrate that Wilmette students feel 
prepared for their World Language classes at NTHS. It is important to note that this year 
(2017-2018) the World Language department is implementing revised curriculum that was 
completed over the last two years' curriculum review cycles. With the use of more 
authentic materials and authentic, performance-based assessments, the curriculum is 
increasingly more aligned with the expectations for performance at NTHS. The World 
Language department will be working with the department at NTHS in the future to 
continue to align the expectations for performance between grade levels and languages. 

Technology 

Last year we were interested in seeing if there was a change in how students perceived 
their preparedness for using technology as a tool for learning. NTHS (like District 39) has 
a Mobile Learning program where each student has an iPad throughout the school day. 
Last year's freshmen survey (freshmen two years ago) reported 63% feeling prepared for 
using technology as a tool for learning. These students did not participate in mobile 
learning at HMS or WJHS. The survey report from this year (current sophomores) shows 
that 78% of students felt well prepared and adequately prepared for using technology as a 



tool for learning. These were the first group of students who benefitted from mobile 
learning on the 5-8 campus. This jump is significant for us as we continue to monitor how 
students and teachers are utilizing the iPads at the 5-8 level. 

Summary 

Over the past several years we have seen a fluctuation in our students' perceptions of 
preparedness for high school. While we take this feedback seriously, and have outlined 
steps currently being taken to help WJHS students feel prepared for high school, we must 
keep in mind several considerations, such as the percentage of students making level 
changes, the difference in instructional approaches at the high school level, and recent 
changes in curriculum at the 5-8 level. We must stay the course with our current 
initiatives, while continuing to gauge the effectiveness of these changes for our students. 
We are confident that our students are prepared for their classes, based on feedback from 
the teachers in those classes, and reports of grades and achievement that students have 
shared. In the future, we will continue to look at our growth in specific content areas, and 
look forward to positive trends continuing. 

Recommended for presentation 
to the Board of Educati n 

Raymond E. Lechner, 
Superintendent 


