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INTRODUCTION 
 
This report is in response to questions from the Board of Education regarding D39’s evolving student 
growth model. 
 
Questions about PARCC Data and Responses 
 

1.   How does Illinois’ PARCC data compare among the states? 
Does it fall in the large part of distribution among states or is Illinois an outlier?   
Illinois’ performance is not an outlier.  It closely aligns with other PARCC states:  Colorado, 
District of Columbia, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New Mexico, and Rhode Island. 
 

2016 Cross-State, Illinois and District 39 Comparisons 
Level 4 & 5:  Percentage of Students in Meets & Exceeds Expectations 

 ELA/Literacy Mathematics 

Grade 3 
Cross-State 40 44 
Illinois 35 40 
District 39 77 79 

Grade 4 
Cross-State 44 37 
Illinois 37 31 
District 39 71 67 

Grade 5 
Cross-State 42 38 
Illinois 35 32 
District 39 70 66 

Grade 6 
Cross-State 41 34 
Illinois 35 29 
District 39 73 67 

 
Grade 7 

 

Cross-State 44 31 
Illinois 38 27 
District 39 72 63 

Grade 8 
Cross-State 45 29 
Illinois 39 32 
District 39 75 75 

 



2.   Are there statistically significant gender differences on the 2016 PARCC results?    
The following tables display gender comparisons for ELA and Mathematics PARCC scores for 
both Spring 2015 and Spring 2016.  The values are grade level average scale scores and the 
asterisk indicates the existence of statistically significant (p-value < .001, .01 or .05) gender 
differences.  

 
There are statistically significant gender differences on the 2016 PARCC ELA results in grades 4 
through 8.  However, it is not present for 2016 PARCC Mathematics in any grade level. 
 
Was there any improvement from the 2015 PARCC gender differences reported last year? 
In 2015, grade 3 ELA and grade 7 Mathematics indicated gender differences.  Although the 
students are not the same, the differences in the same grade levels/content were not statistically 
significant in 2016.   

 
Questions about Performance Series Data and Responses 
 

1.   What do the percentages of students who have met gains targets in Tables 1 and 2 of the 2016 
Fall Assessment report mean?   
○   What is the metric D39 will use to understand how students are progressing? 
○   Interested to hear how we take that information comparing it to the 75% number and 

what does that tell us that we need to do. 
 District 39 defined growth/gains target ranges using local historical data.  Therefore, the 
 percentages reflect quantity of students who have met expected gains.  For this growth model, 
 D39’s goal would be to maintain the patterns of past years at approximately 75% or higher.  The 
 variance in the pattern established is +/- 5% from 75%.  
  

However, this is a limitation of this growth model.  As the Board may recall, the initial gains 
target investigation began with Performance Series analysts.  D39 requested that they find a pool 
of similar districts so that D39 student data can be compared to other like students.  The analysts 
could not provide the information.  In addition, D39 is the only sender district to use Performance 
Series.  Therefore, comparisons could not be made using the township districts. These ideas came 
first in the investigative process because it would yield a better metric for which to understand 
how D39 students are making gains in their learning.    




